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Message

From: Benevento, Douglas [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=93DBA0OF4FOFC41C091499009A2676F89-BENEVENTO, ]

Sent: 8/28/2020 8:20:12 PM

To: Paul Goranson [pgoranson@energyfuels.com]

Subject: RE: Energy Fuels Announces Management Streamlining

Thanks Paul, you have my contact information | look forward to keeping in touch.

From: Paul Goranson <pgoranson@energyfuels.com>

Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 10:39 AM

To: Benevento, Douglas <benevento.douglas@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Energy Fuels Announces Management Streamlining

Doug,

I hope you are doing well these days. As you can see from the press release below, | am leaving Energy Fuels at the end
of August. The decision for the change was a bit of a surprise, but the departure is on very good terms. | don’t have a
landing spot, but as the press release circulated, there have been several inbounds for opportunities.

I hope that we cross paths again, and assuming things go as | would prefer in November, there is a greater chance of
that. My only regret is that | did not get the chance to tour the White Mesa Mill with you and Andy. Please stay in touch,
and if there is anything | can help with, please let me know.

My contact information will change. My email will bei  Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)  iand my cell phone Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Regards,
Paul

... 5. Energy Fuels Resowrces (USA) inc.

William Paul Goranson
f‘:g“.\-'f:.'-' 3% - e S g

T34
N IR Sod .

i

t: 303.389.4168 | ¢: 307.287.0126 | f. 303.389.4125
225 Union Blvd. Suite 600
Lakewood, CO 80228

http.Awww enerayiuels.com

This e-mail is intended for the exclusive use of person(s) mentioned as the recipient(s). This message and any attached files with it are confidential and may
contain privileged or proprietary information. If you are not the intended recipient(s) please delete this message and notify the sender. You may not use, distribute
print or copy this message if you are not the intended recipient(s).

From: Energy Fuels <newsalerts@energyfueis.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 5:33 AM

To: Paul Goranson <pgoranson@energyfuels.com>

Subject: Energy Fuels Announces Management Streamlining
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News Release Issued: Aug 20, 2020 (5:30am MDT)

To view this release online and get more information about Energy Fuels visit:
https:/iwww.energyviuels.com/2020-08-20-Energy-Fuels-Announces-Management-Streamlining

Energy Fuels Announces Management Streamlining

LAKEWOOQOD, Colo., Aug. 20, 2020 /CNW/ - Energy Fuels Inc. (NYSE American: UUUU; TSX:
EFR) ("Energy Fuels” or the "Company"), the leading uranium producer in the United States, is
pleased to announce that it is making a number of changes to its management team in order to
reduce costs, flatten the organizational structure, and focus on the ongoing growth of a new
generation of U.S. uranium and rare earth element ("REE") professionals, including the following,
effective September 1, 2020:

ENERGYFUELS

¢ Mr. Scott Bakken, the current Senior Director, Regulatory Affairs, will become the Vice President of
Regulatory Affairs. Mr. Bakken has been with the Company since 2014, where he has held senior
positions over permitting and regulatory matters relating to both the Company's conventional mine and
mill operations and its in situ recovery ("ISR") operations. Prior to joining the Company, Mr. Bakken
held several positions with Cameco Corporation's U.S. subsidiaries, Power Resources, Inc. and
Cameco Resources, and with MDU Resources Group, Inc.'s mining and construction materials
subsidiary, Knife River Corporation, through which he gained extensive experience in permitting and
regulatory activities at mining and ISR uranium recovery facilities since 1997. In his new role, Mr.
Bakken will be responsible for permitting and regulatory matters relating to all of the Company's
operations, both conventional and ISR, and will also assume the overall responsibility for worker health
and safety matters at the Company.

« Mr. Bernard Bonifas, the current Director, Wyoming Operations, will become the Director of ISR
Operations. Mr. Bonifas, a veteran in both ISR and conventional uranium mining over a career that has
spanned over 30 years, has been with the Company since March 2015, and has primarily been
responsible for the Company's Nichols Ranch ISR facility operations in Wyoming. Prior to joining the
Company, Mr. Bonifas was General Manager of Cameco Corporation's Smith Ranch and Highland ISR
facility in Wyoming from November 2013 to June 2014, Senior Managing Director of COMUF in Gabon
from December 2010 to March 2012, and General Manager of the Shirley Basin and Lucky Mc Mines
and the Christensen Ranch ISR facility in Wyoming from February 2007 to January 2010. Prior thereto,
Mr. Bonifas worked for Areva (now Orano Cycle) in a number of capacities on uranium projects around
the world, including in France, Zambia, Kazakhstan, Paraguay, Argentina, Mexico and Texas. In his
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new role, Mr. Bonifas will be responsible for all of the Company's ISR operations, including its Nichols
Ranch ISR project in Wyoming and its Alta Mesa ISR project in Texas.

o Ms. Sarai Luksch, CPA, will join the Company as Controller. Ms. Luksch comes from Crimson
Midstream, LLC, a provider of crude oil transportation and storage services, where she served as
Controller and Manager of Financial Reporting since November 2016. Prior to that time, she was a
Senior Associate within Transaction Services and an Experienced Associate within Assurance at
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP, and has audit experience within the rare earth mining industry. She
also spent a year with Opportune, LLP, a privately held global business advisory firm specializing in the
energy industry. Ms. Luksch has experience in all facets of public and private company financial
statement preparation and in managerial reporting. Ms. Luksch has a Dual Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration with concentrations in International Business and Accounting, as well as a
Master of Accountancy, both from the University of Denver.

e Ms. Dee Ann Nazarenus, the current Director, Human Resources & Administration, will become the
Vice President of Human Resources & Administration. Ms. Nazarenus has been with the Company for
14 years, and prior to joining the Company held human resource and administration management
positions with a number of different organizations since 1995. She has been an integral part of the
Company in overseeing all aspects of human resources and administration. As Vice President of
Human Resources & Administration, Ms. Nazarenus will be responsible for planning, developing,
organizing, implementing, directing and evaluating all human resource functions of the Company, in
addition to being responsible for directing and managing all administrative functions of the Company.

» Mr. Logan Shumway, the current Manager of the Company's White Mesa Mill, will become Director of
Conventional Operations, including advancement of the Company's REE objectives. Mr. Shumway has
been with the Company for 10 years and has been instrumental in a number of innovative initiatives at
the White Mesa Mill, including the development and implementation of the Mill's uranium and vanadium
pond return recycling programs and the Company's current REE initiative, in addition to being
responsible for overall White Mesa Mill management. In his new role as Director of Conventional
Operations, Mr. Shumway will add responsibility over the Company's conventional uranium and
uranium/vanadium mines and abandoned uranium mine clean-up initiatives to his continuing
responsibilities over all activities at the White Mesa Mill.

In addition, and in support of the objective to reduce costs, effective as of August 31, 2020, Chief
Operating Officer, Mr. W. Paul Goranson, and effective as of October 31, 2020, Chief Accounting
Officer, Mr. Matt Tarnowski, will each be leaving the Company to pursue other opportunities.

Energy Fuels' President and CEO Mark S. Chalmers stated: "While the U.S. uranium mining and rare
earth element industries are small, there are excellent opportunities, and we have some extremely
talented and knowledgeabile rising professionals who have shown a true dedication to the values we
uphold at Energy Fuels, including safety, environmental protection, social responsibility, meeting and
exceeding regulatory standards, creativity, and continuous improvement. This is the reason why | am
proud to announce the promotions of Scott Bakken, Bernard Bonifas, Dee Ann Nazarenus and Logan
Shumway. | am also very pleased to introduce Sarai Luksch to the team. These individuals will be the
leaders of our industry in the years and decades to come, and | look forward to witnessing their
continued professional growth as we work to bring U.S. uranium and rare earth production back to
global prominence.

"At the same time, | wish to personally thank Paul Goranson for his leadership and service to the
Company over the past several years. Paul was instrumental in a number of initiatives for the
Company, including playing an important role in our rare earth element processing initiative. In
addition, he has played a leading role nationally in Energy Fuels' efforts to gain U.S. government
recognition of domestic uranium mining. Paul is a consummate professional and one of the leading
U.S. authorities in the uranium sector. We wish Paul the very best as he moves onto new
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opportunities, and we look forward to working with him in the future on industry-wide initiatives.
Likewise, | would like to thank Matt Tarnowski for his service and dedication to the Company for many
years as it grew from a small company to the Company it is today, and wish him the very best in his
future endeavors.”

About Energy Fuels: Energy Fuels is the leading U.S.-based uranium mining company, supplying
U30s to major nuclear utilities. The Company also produces vanadium from certain of its projects, as
market conditions warrant. Its corporate offices are near Denver, Colorado, and all of its assets and
employees are in the United States. Energy Fuels holds three of America's key uranium production
centers — the White Mesa Mill in Utah, the Nichols Ranch in-situ recovery ("ISR") Project in Wyoming,
and the Alta Mesa ISR Project in Texas. The White Mesa Miil is the only conventional uranium mill
operating in the U.S. today, has a licensed capacity of over 8 million pounds of U3Os per year, and
has the ability to produce vanadium when market conditions warrant. The Nichols Ranch ISR Project
is on standby and has a licensed capacity of 2 million pounds of UsOg per year. The Alta Mesa ISR
Project is also on standby and has a licensed capacity of 1.5 million pounds of UsQOg per year. In
addition to the above production facilities, Energy Fuels has one of the largest NI 43-101 compliant
uranium resource portfolios in the U.S. and several uranium and uranium/vanadium mining projects
on standby and in various stages of permitting and development. The primary trading market for
Energy Fuels' common shares is the NYSE American under the trading symbol "UUUU," and the
Company's common shares are also listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the trading symbol
"EFR." Energy Fuels' website is www.energyfuels.com.

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements: This news release contains certain
"Forward-Looking Information” and "Forward-Looking Statements” within the meaning of applicable
United States and Canadian securities legislation, which may include, but are not limited to,
statements with respect to: any expectation that the management changes will reduce costs; any
expectation as to the future performance of management or the Company as a result of these
changes; any expectation that there are excellent opportunities in the U.S. uranium mining and rare
earth element industries; any expectation that U.S. uranium and rare earth production may be
brought back to global prominence; and any expectation that the Company may continue to be the
leading U.S.-based uranium mining company. Generally, these forward-looking statements can be
identified by the use of forward-looking terminology such as "plans,” "expects,” "does not expect," "is
expected,” "is likely,” "budgets,” "scheduled,” "estimates," "forecasts,” "intends,"” "anticipates,"” "does
not anticipate,” or "believes," or variations of such words and phrases, or state that certain actions,
events or results "may," "could,” "would," "might” or "will be taken,” "occur," "be achieved” or "have
the potential to." All statements herein, other than statements of historical fact, are considered to be
forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks,
uncertainties and other factors which may cause the actual results, performance of or achievements
of the Company to be materially different from any future results, performance, or achievements,
express or implied, by the forward-looking statements. Factors that could cause actual results to differ
materially from those anticipated in these forward-looking statements include risks associated with:
any expectation that the management changes will reduce costs; any expectation as to the future
performance of management or the Company as a result of these changes; any expectation that
there are excellent opportunities in the U.S. uranium mining and rare earth element industries; any
expectation that U.S. uranium and rare earth production may be brought back to global prominence;
any expectation that the Company may continue to be the leading U.S.-based uranium mining
company; and the other factors described under the caption "Risk Factors" in the Company's most
recently filed Annual Report on Form 10-K, which is available for review on EDGAR at
www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml, on SEDAR at www.sedar.com, and on the Company's website at
www.enerqyfuels.com. Forward-looking statements contained herein are made as of the date of this
news release, and the Company disclaims, other than as required by law, any obligation to update
any forward-looking statements whether as a result of new information, results, future events,
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circumstances, or as a result of changes in management's estimates or opinions, or otherwise. There
can be no assurance that forward-looking statements will prove to be accurate, as actual results and
future events could differ materially from those anticipated in such statements. Accordingly, the
reader is cautioned not to place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. The Company
assumes no obligation to update the information in this communication, except as otherwise required
by law.

SOURCE Energy Fuels Inc.

For further information: Energy Fuels Inc., Curtis Moore - VP - Marketing & Corporate Development, (303) 974-
2140 or Toll free: (888) 864-2125, investorinfo@energyfuels.com, www.energyfuels.com

You may unsubscribe at any time.

To unsubscribe or change your settings click here:
https://iwww.energyfuels.com/index.php?s=subscribe&code=dHPPDWmmMmQNMCTIOZijakIYT-

ETnUNfQPg
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Message

From: Jenkins, Laura Flynn [Jenkins.Laura@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/21/2020 4:40:57 PM

To: Barnicoat, Dana [Barnicoat.Dana@epa.gov]; Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]; Bohan, Suzanne
[bohan.suzanne@epa.gov]; Buhl, Rick [Buhl.Rick@epa.gov]; Beeler, Cindy [Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov]; Costanzi, Frances
[Costanzi.Frances@epa.gov]; Darling, Corbin [Darling.Corbin@epa.gov]; Davis, Patrick [davis.patrick@epa.gov]; Dew,
Wendy [Dew.Wendy@epa.gov]; Elsen, Henry [Elsen.Henry@epa.gov]; Farris, Laura [Farris.Laura@epa.gov]; Garvey,
Megan [garvey.megan@epa.gov]; Hanson, Robyn [Hanson.Robyn@epa.gov]; Harrison, Jennifer
[Harrison.Jennifer@epa.gov]; Inman, DonnaK [Inman.DonnaK@epa.gov]; lenkins, Joy [Jenkins.Joy@epa.gov}];
Jenkins, Laura Flynn [Jenkins.Laura@epa.gov]; Larsen, Erika [Larsen.Erika@epa.gov]; Lennon, David
[Lennon.David@epa.gov]; McClain-Vanderpool, Lisa [Mcclain-Vanderpool.Lisa@epa.gov]; Mclntosh, Karen
[MclIntosh.Karen@epa.gov]; Mutter, Andrew [mutter.andrew@epa.gov]; Mylott, Richard [Mylott.Richard@epa.gov];
OBrien, Wendy [OBrien.Wendy@epa.gov]; Piantanida, David [Piantanida.David@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov];
Sethuraman, Jag [Sethuraman.Jag@epa.gov]; Snyder, Shannon [snyder.shannon@epa.gov]; Sopkin, Gregory
[sopkin.gregory@epa.gov]; Sutin, Elyana [Sutin.Elyana@epa.gov]; Thomas, Deb [thomas.debrah@epa.gov]; Wardell,
Christopher [Wardell.Christopher@epa.gov]; Wiese, Justin [Wiese.Justin@epa.gov]; Wood, MelanieL
[Wood.MelanieL@epa.gov]; Yancey, Yani [yancey-foote.yani@epa.gov]

Subject: Environmental Headlines - May 21, 2020

Environmental Headlines — Prepared by the Region 8 Public Affairs Branch.

Note: Many newspapers are beginning to adopt subscription policies to govern access to their online editions.
In some cases, this involves the creation of a free user account; in others, paid subscription 1s necessary to view
more than a set number of articles per month. In many cases, however, you can access the article if you use a
different browser.

Colorado

Colorado Edition: What We Don't Know

Montana

Celebrate bees and the important work thev do

North Dakota

Minot Citv Council awards bid for new water tower

New natural zas proiects are a boon for North Dakota's economy and environment

Utah

The White Mesa Mill Has Become A Dumping Ground For Radioactive Waste, Tribe And Advocates Sav

Wyoming

Scientists: Reworked BLM plan still fails to protect sage grouse

National and International News

Boiling Point: The "30 by 30" plan to save nature
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Man charged with 125 wildlife crimes says he ‘likes to do it

Michigan flood displaces thousands, threatens chenmucal plant

The end of plastic? New plant-hased bottles will degrade in a vear

Have a wonderful day...be well...and be safe!

Laura Flynn Jenkins

Media Officer

USEPA — Region & Public Affairs
Email: lenkins loura@eps.gov
Land Line: 303-312-6256

Cell Phone: 720-519-5504

Regiond

Twitter: @&

Facebook: 1.5,
Webpage: EPA Reﬁéaﬁ £ {Mountains and Plains)

\\\\\
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Message

From: Morgan, Ruthw [morgan.ruthw@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/19/2020 12:36:59 PM

Subject: Administrator’'s Weekly Report for the week ending June 19, 2020.

Attachments: Administrator Weekly Report 061920 (003).docx; Administrator Weekly Report 061920 (003).pdf

Good morning Administrator Wheeler and colleagues,

Attached please find the Administrator’s Weekly Report (in both PDF and Word), which includes program and
regional office updates for the week ending June 19, 2020.

Sincerely,
Ruth

Ruthw Morgan, Special Assistant
Office of the Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460

(202) 564-1326

Morzgan Ruthwi@ena.pov
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Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" |

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page [ PAGE | of | NUMPAGES |
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Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d. yyyv" |

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.
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Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" |
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Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" |
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Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" |
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Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" |

Region 8

Hot Topics

EPA R8 Plans Outreach and Possible Tribal Consultation with the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
regarding the White Mesa Mill regarding Compliance, Permitting, and Licensing Matters

The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe has several concerns with the White Mesa Mill Facility. The White Mesa
Mill’s Radioactive Material License is being amended to allow receipt of additional waste sources.
Utah is amending the White Mesa Mill’s groundwater permit to authorize an increase to allowable
levels of several constituents and the comment period has been extended to July 10. R8 will review and
update all potential White Mesa Mill issues and concerns that the Tribe may have where EPA may
have a regulatory or enforcement role.

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.
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Region 8

Hot Topics

EPA R8 Plans Outreach and Possible Tribal Consultation with the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
regarding the White Mesa Mill regarding Compliance, Permitting, and Licensing Matters

The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe has several concerns with the White Mesa Mill Facility. The White Mesa
Mill’s Radioactive Material License is being amended to allow receipt of additional waste sources.
Utah is amending the White Mesa Mill’s groundwater permit to authorize an increase to allowable
levels of several constituents and the comment period has been extended to July 10. R8 will review and
update all potential White Mesa Mill issues and concerns that the Tribe may have where EPA may
have a regulatory or enforcement role.

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 15 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00015



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 16 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00016



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 17 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00017



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 18 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00018



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 19 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00019



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 20 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00020



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 21 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00021



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 22 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00022



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 23 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00023



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 24 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00024



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 25 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00025



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 26 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00026



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 27 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00027



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 28 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00028



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 29 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00029



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 30 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00030



EPA-2020-004264

Weeklv. Report | June 19..2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 31 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00031



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 32 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00032



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 33 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00033



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 34 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00034



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

ED_006750_00000006-00035



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 36 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00036



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 37 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00037



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 38 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00038



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 39 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00039



EPA-2020-004264

Weekly Report | June 19, 2020

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

Page 40 of 40

ED_006750_00000006-00040



EPA-2020-004264

Message

From: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Sent: 3/9/2022 8:46:33 PM

To: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Subject: Administrator's Weekly Report for 3/9/22

Attachments: Administrator Weekly Report Final 3.9.2022 FINAL.pdf; Administrator Weekly Report Final 3.9.2022 FINAL.docx

Hello Administrator Regan and colleagues,

Attached, please find the Administrator’s Weekly Report (in both PDF and Word), which includes programs and
regional office updates for the week ending March 9, 2022.

Sincerely,

Neshawne Gibson

Office of the Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: (202) 566-1957

Mobile: (202) 603-7617
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e Homestake Mining Company Superfund Site, Grants, New Mexico: On March 11, R6 will
meet with the new Acoma Pueblo Governor and his administration to discuss the Homestake site
and provide a status update on site activities.

e Lavaca Bay Alcoa Superfund Site, Point Comfort, Texas: On March 4, EPA met with US
Army Corps of Engineers to discuss the proposed Matagorda Ship Channel Improvement Project
(MSCIP), which may impact contaminated sediments associated with the Lavaca Bay Alcoa site.

e March 10: Texas Water Conservation Association Annual Convention, Fort Worth, Texas
March 17: Matagorda Ship Channel Improvement Project visit, Matagorda, Texas

, s

o The EPA received two separate congressional letters regarding progress at the West Lake Landfill
Superfund site and requesting briefings or public meetings. The first letter, dated February 23,
was addressed to Administrator Regan, and signed by Senators Hawley and Blunt, and
Representative Wagner. The second letter, dated February 28, was addressed to Regional
Administrator McCollister, and signed by the Mayor of Bridgeton, Missouri and by Representative
Wagner. R7 is corresponding with Representative Bush’s office regarding briefings and
coordinating internally on responses and a longer-term communication strategy.

e On March 1-3, the Madison County Health Department (MCHD) in Missouri participated in the
National Leadership Academy for Public Health training. MCHD had applied for and was selected
for this training opportunity. The training assists in advancing leadership skills and achieving
health equity in communities. A MCHD Roundtable Team included two MCHD representatives,
one Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services representative, and one R7 representative.
The Team is focused on enhancing Lead Exposure Prevention for communities near the Madison
County Mines Superfund Site.

e On March 4, Regional Administrator McCollister met with Clean Air Now and eight community
representatives from the Argentine, Armourdale, and Turner communities to listen to their
concerns regarding local community environmental concerns. She spent over two hours touring
neighborhoods and meeting with community members. RA McCollister made commitments to
work with the states of Kansas and Missouri to increase compliance reviews in the area. The
community members and EPA have agreed to develop an action plan moving forward, and R7 has
been invited to meet with Kansas City, Kansas Mayor Tyrone Garner regarding his Task Force on
Environment and Sustainability.

e On March 7, Deputy Regional Administrator Chu and R7’s Office of Tribal Affairs Director
Deborah Bredehoft visited with the Ponca Tribe to further R7’s commitment to conduct in-person
visits with all our tribes.

trator Sienature
(42 £ Hture |

e  Week of March 7: Montana redesignation of Thompson Falls and Whitefish nonattainment areas
to attainment for PMio (R8 POC: Scott Jackson, jackson scott@epa gov, 303-312-6107)

e  Week of March 7: Colorado’s Revisions to its New Source Review Permitting and Air Pollution
Emission Notice Programs. (R8 POC: Scott Jackson, jackson scott@epa gov, 303-312-6107)

i , ¢
e On February 25, the Montana Bureau of Environmental Review voted 6 to 2 that MT’s selenium

criterion for Lake Koocanusa is more stringent than “the comparable federal regulations or
Page 7 of 22
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e  On March 3, R8 issued a final CERCLA Off-Site Rule Notice of Unacceptability letter to Energy
Fuels Resources (USA) Inc. for the White Mesa Mill in Utah and met with representatives of
Congressman Curtis, Senator Lee, and Senator Romney, to discuss EPA’s issuance of the letter.
The letter upholds EPA’s initial finding of noncompliance with Subpart W but reverses the finding
that the violation was egregious. The Region will continue to work closely with UDAQ to develop
a plan to bring the White Mesa Mill back into compliance.
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e  On March 3, R8 issued a final CERCLA Off-Site Rule Notice of Unacceptability letter to Energy
Fuels Resources (USA) Inc. for the White Mesa Mill in Utah and met with representatives of
Congressman Curtis, Senator Lee, and Senator Romney, to discuss EPA’s issuance of the letter.
The letter upholds EPA’s initial finding of noncompliance with Subpart W but reverses the finding
that the violation was egregious. The Region will continue to work closely with UDAQ to develop
a plan to bring the White Mesa Mill back into compliance.
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Message

From: EPA Office of Public Affairs [epa@Bulletinintelligence.com]
Sent: 8/10/2021 10:59:56 AM

To: Bulletin Intelligence [epa@bulletinintelligence.com]
Subject: EPA Daily News Clips for Tuesday, August 10, 2021

Click to access mobile-optimized online version, including downlcad options and an audio reader.

prodlicety [E §§
wign

Daily News Clips: Brougnt to you by the Office of Public Afiairs

August 10, 2021

Access

Please note that not all resources are subscribed to and not all will be accessible. To access full
articles, being on the VPN will enable you 1o access the resources that the ERA National Library
Network subscribes to {including Inside EPA, E&E News, some Bloomberg content, eic.) The Library
alse subscribes to the New York Times through the ProQuest platform (this link). While the Library doss
not subscribe fo the Washingion Post, EPA employees may subscribe via their epa.gov email address.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this report, please visil:
hitps Jepa. bulletinintelligence.comfsubsceribe and enter vour EPA email address.

Today's Table of Contents
Alr
« Regan Sees Need For More Enforceable Air Regulations In Texas. {Inside EPA)

Brownfields/Superfund/Other Cleanups + Redevelopment
« Judge Sanctions EFA Over Lost Evidence In Gold King Mine Trial. {Inside EPA)
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« EPA Ordered To Update Rules For Chemicals Used In Offshore Ol Spills. (AP)
« Democrats Want Bonding Reform included In Abandoned Well Cleanup Effort, (E&E Publishing)

Climate Change

« UN Fanel Releases Climate Change Report. (Reuters)

« ERA GHG Proposal “Building Block” For BV Adoption. {Inside EPA)

« IRCC Warns Of Worsening Climate Change Impacts. (AP)

« Phillips 85 Acquires Stake In Australian EV Baltery Firm. (Reuters)

« Truck Operators To Test Startup’'s Carbon-Capture Technology, (Wall Street Journal)

« BF Agrees To Buy RNG From Project In lowa. (Bloomberg)

» Bloomberg NEF: EVs To Cut Into O Demand, But It Will Take A While, (Bloomberg New Energy
Finance)

= USW Exec Calls For Decarbonization Projects To Be Part Of Coniract Proposals With Refineries,
Petrochem Plants. (Reuters)

+ Sustainable Mining An Urgent Issus That Can't Be Delaved. {Global Mining Review)

Editorial/Op BEd/iCommentary/Letters

+ Editorial: Congress Should Raise The Federal Gas Tax. (Baltimore Sun)
+ Baker: Focus On Climate Alarmism Shows Decline In Journalistic Standards, (Wall Street Journal)

Energy issues

« West Deer Residents Qppose Proposed Gas Well Pad. (Pittsburgh Post-Gazetlle)
« Cenovus Chief Urges Trudeau To Pay For Greening Of Canada’s Gil Sands. (Financial Times)
« Flaring At Chevror's El Segundo Refinery Lights Up Sky. (Los Angeles Times)

HG Amplification

» Waterhouse May Face Senate Questioning On Raclal Positions. (Fox News)

Toxics

« NAS Mesating Will Look Af Treating PFAS Exposure, PPE Use. {(Inside EFA)
» Sen Markey Introduces Bill For 3528 EPA School Cleanup Program. {inside ERA)

Water

« Environmentalists, States Sue To Make EPA Hold NY, PA To Chesapeake Flan. {Inside EPA)
* Report Says Drinking Water State Revolving Fund May Face Racial Disparities. (E&E Publishing)

Limetree Bay Refinery
» Lenders Decide Not To Reduce Loan Amount To Limetree Holdings. (Bloomberg BNA)
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Regan Sees Need For More Enforceable Air Regulations In Texas.

Inside EPA (8/9) reports, “EPA Administrator Michae! Regan in recent decisions has twice faulted Texas
air reguiators for their fallure 1o ensure state-issued air quality permits are fully enforceable but the
instant disputes did not present an opportunity for the agency to address environmentalists’ broader calls
o reverse a Trump-era policy of deferring o state permit decisions.”

Back v top &

sleanups +

Judge Sanctions EPA Over Lost Evidence In Gold King Mine Trial.

inside EPA (8/9) reports, “A federal judge has sanctioned EPA for failing o preserve elecironic data
from two key witnesses o the Gold King Mine spill, allowing New Maxico and a tribe to infroduce
avidence of the data loss atl trial and allowing additional briefing on whether the court should instruct the
jury the lost evidence would have been unfavorable to EFAY

EPA Ordered To Update Rules For Chemicals Used In Offshore Oil Spilis.

The AF (8/10) reports a judge in the US District Court for the Northern District of California ruled Monday
that the EFA “delayed unreasonably” finalizing drafl reguiations to update 1994 rules on dispersal
chemicals used in offshore ofl spills. It set a May 31, 2023, deadline "o take final action on listing and
authorizing the chemicals.” The decision comes in response 10 a sull filed last yvear by environmental
groups and two individuals and was “spurred by the Deepwater Horizon spill in 2010, where, according
fo environmental groups, “people, including children and first responders” weare "axposed to the
dispersion chemicals,” and “sufferad sometimes serious health problems.”

Democrats Want Bonding Reform Included In Abandoned Well Cleanup
Effort.

E&E Publishing (8/2) reports, "Lawmakers are poised to make a historic investment {o clean up
abandoned ofl and gas walls, but the $4.7 billion fund tucked into the bipartisan infrastructure proposal is
missing a kay reform sought by some Democrats,” who want “increased bonding on federal ol and gas
development and for pressure on states to shore up their bonding regulations in return for federsl
deliars.” Bonding reform advocacy is “part of an attempt to stop abandoned wells from costing taxpavers
in the future by ensuring that industry secures the cost of reclamation up front. Risk of abandonment will
grow in the coming vears, advocales say, especially as the world shifis toward cleaner fuels.”
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UN Panel Releases Climate Change Report.

Reuters (8/9, Chestney, Januia) reports that the United Nations panel on climate change “old the world
on Monday that global warming was dangerously close 1o being outl of control —~ and that humans were
‘uneguivocally’ to blames. Alrsady, greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere are high encugh o
guarantae climate disruption for decades if not centuries, the report from the scientists of the
Intergovernmental Pans! on Climate Changs (IPCC) warmed.” Reuters adds, "In other words, the deadly
heat waves, gargantuan hurricanes and other weather extremes that are already happening will only
become more savers.”

However, the AP (8/9, Borenstain) says the “scientisis alse eased back a bit on the likelihood of the
absolule worst climate catastrophes.” The AP adds, “While calling the report ‘s code red for humanity,
LLN. Secrelary-General Antonio Guisrres kept a sliver of hope that world leaders could still somehow
prevent 1.5 degrees of warming, which he said is ‘perilously close.” According to the AP, “In the repoit’s
worst-case scenario, the world could be around 3.3 degrees Celsius (5.9 degrees Fahrenheit) hotler
than now by the end of the century. But that scenario looks increasingly unlikely, said report co-author
and climate scientist Zeke Haustather” The New York Thnes (8/%, Plumer, Fountain}, the Washington
Post (8/8, A1, Dennis, Kaplan), and Politico (8/8, Colman, Mathiesen) have more on the UN climate
changs report,

EPA GHG Proposal “Building Block” For EV Adoption.

inside ERPA (8/9) reports, "EFA says iis new vehicle greenhouse gas proposal could double sales of
electric vehicles (EVs) in 2026 even though the bulk of the plan’s benefils come from fuelsaving
technology in conventional vehicles, with the agency calling the measure a ‘building block’ for more
sweaping deployment of zerc-emission vehicles (ZEVs). The draft plan, however, also ges up comment
on whether to specifically strengthen standards in model year 2026 — a move that could account for
faster-than-expacted deployment of batlery slectric vehicles.”

IPCC Warns Of Worsening Climate Change Impacts.

The AP (8/9, Borensiein) reports in continuing coverage that United Natlions’ Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change {(IPCC) predicted in a report on Monday that global temperatures will rise above levels
that global leaders have sought 1o prevent in about a decads. [PCC report co-chair Valerie Masson-
Delmotte said, "Qur report shows that we nesd o be prepared for going into that level of warming in the
coming decades. But we can avoid further levels of warming by acling on greenhouse gas emissions.”

SEP Global Platts (8/9, Burgess) reports the IPCC “said the global temperature increase was expectad
o reach 1.5 C over pre-industrial levels in the next 20 years, and showed that greenhouse gas
armissions from human activities were already responsible for around 1.1 © of warming since 1850~
19007 In the report, sclentists wrote, "For 1.5 © of global warming, there will be increasing heat waves,
longer warm seasons and shorter cold seasons. ... A 2 © of global warnming, heal extremes would more
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often reach critical Wlerance thresholds for agriculture and health.” The PCC “said that a pathway o
limiting global warming to below 1.5 C was still available, with massive culs o CO2Z2, methane and other
greenhouse gas emissions needed in this decade and beyond.” Bloomberg (8/9, Rathi) reports IFCC
raport lead author Piers Forester said is “pardicularly important o reduce methaneg emissions in the next
10 years.”

Bloomberg (8/8) reports in video coverage that IPFCC’s report is the first major scientific assessmeant to
cast doubt on whether the world can achieve the goals of the Paris Climate Agresment,

Feuters (8/2, Chestney, Januia) reports that in a tweet on Monday, President Biden said, "We can't wail
1o tackle the climate crisis. The signs are unmistakable. The science is undeniable. And the cost of
inaction keeps mounting.” UN Secretany-General Antdnio Guterres called the IPCCs report a “code red
for humanity.” UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said he hopes the IPCC's report will be “a wake-up call
for the world {0 take action now, before we meet in Clasgow.” Bloomberg (8/9, Shankleman) reports in
another article that the [PCC’s report could inform the climate talks at the upcoming COP26 summit in
Glasgow, Scotland.

ABC Mews (8/9) reports Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said in a video interview said the IPCC's
report shows that countries arcund the world needs {o take bold action to imit the impacts of climate
changs.

The Conversation (8/8) provides additional coverage.

Congressions! Democrats Release Memo On Budget Reconciliation Bill After IPCC’s
Report is Released. The Hill (8/8, Frazin) says Congressional Democrats released 8 memo on
Monday after the release of the IPCC's report detalling the climate change mitigation policies -~ including
incentives for the power sector to switch 10 clean energy, tax braaks for clean energy, and pollution fess
for imports — they plan to include in their $3.5 trillion budget reconciliation bill. In 2 spesch, Sen. Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) said, "Without immediate and bold action, we are staring down gver-
worsening floods and heat waves, droughts, and sea level rise” Schumer added that the “budget
reconcifiation bill will do more 10 combat climate change than any legislation ever. . in the history of the
Senate.” Sen. Dick Durbin (B-1L) called the IPCC’s report an “alarm bell to the world” and said the
budget reconciliation bill is a key weapon in the fight against climate change.

Editorial: IPCC Report Demonsirates Need For Congress To Address Climate Change,
LISA Today (B/9) says in an ediforial that the PCC's report demonstrates the need for Congress o take
action 1o address climate change. USA Today says these aclions could include the federal investmeant
and support for clean energy in addition to the implemantation of a fully refundable carbontax and a
federal clean energy standard. USA Today concludes, “These arg drastic legisiative steps. But drastic
times call for them.”

Day: IPCC Report Demonstrates Need For infrastructure Investors To Consider Climate
Change Impacts. Forbes (8/9) contributor Rob Day says the IPCC’s report demonstrates the need for
infrastructure investors to consider the impact climate change will have on sconomies and infrastructure.
Day concludes, “Infrastructure investors need to make sure they are not thinking about this in a siloed
way ~ climate change as strictly 8 powergen issue, with other infrastructure categories still business as
usual as if they won't also be impacted. And investors also should be thinking about ways their
strategies and allocations could better incorporate distribuled, flexible and resilient approaches.”
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Marks: IPCC Report Shows Risks World Faces From Climate Change. In an op-ed in Forbes
{(8/9)}, Milbank LLP Partner Allan Marks says the IPCT's report outlings the dangers the world faces from
climate change and methods world can use to mitigate its impacts. Marks concludes that "thanks in no
small part to that research and the massive public and private investment it facililates, we have the
power 0 alter the present course, (o prevent the worst outcomes, and through collaboration and
innovation (o invest in ways that make the world both more sustainable and more resilient”

Phillips 66 Acquires Stake In Australian EV Battery Firm.

Reuters (3/9, McWillilams) reports Phillips 86 this week “said it invested $150 million to buy a 16% stake
in Novonix Ltd, an Australian company that processes refinery byproducts into synthetic graphite for £V
batteries.” This comes as exsculives say Phillips 88 is considering a moving toward the development of
glectric vehicle battery components and storage systems. Phillips 88 CEQO Greg Garland said Monday
that the "U.S. refining business in the future is going to be smaller, not bigger.” Phillips 86 COO Mark
Lashier said, "We wani 1o play a larger role in the value chain, ... We are still looking at the entire chain
and how {0 best integrate that”

Truck Operators To Test Startup’s Carbon-Capture Technology.

The Wall Strest Jowrnsd (Request Article) (8/8, Chemova) reports several heavy-duty ruck operators,
including Ryder System Inc. and Cargill Inc., are hoping a startup currently in its infancy can help their
industry reduce carbon emissions. The companias "are planning to test a mobile carbon-capture system
in development by Echeneidae Inc., which does business as Remorg” later this year. Remora’s device
can capture as much as 80% of emitted carbon from the {ailpipes of 18-wheelers.

BP Agrees To Buy RNG From Project In lowa.

Bloomberg (8/9, Minnard) reports renewable natural gas (RNG) provider Gevo Ine. said in g statement
on Monday that BP has agreed o buy RNG from Gevo's BNG project in lowa, which will derive the gas
from cow manure. The gas produced “by the Gevo project will be sold in California under agreements
hetween BF and Clean Energy Fuels., which operates RNG fueling infrastructure, to take advantage of
the state's low carbon fuel standard program.”

Bloomberg NEF: EVs To Cut Into Oil Demand, But It Will Take A While.

Bloomberg New Energy Finance (8/0) reports, “As demand for road fuels like gasoline and diesel
racovers post-pandemic in markets such as the UL8. and Spain, long-term road fuel demand is set to
drop dramatically, according to BloombergNEF” Road fuel demand is expecied to peak in 2027, but the
impact of advancements is not materially felt until almost a decads later.” Efficiency improvements are
expecied (o disrupt growth before 2030, while alternative drivetraing and autonomous vehicles will cut
inte read fuel use in the longer term. Emissions are expected to roughly halve by 2080, "but the seclor
gets nowhere near net zero.” By the 20503, “fossil-derived road fuel demand falls helow levels last seen
in the early 1970s.” Cil-related emissions are expectad to “drop 1o 3.4 gigatons COZ by 2050, down from
almost §.50Gt in 20187
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USW Exec Calls For Decarbonization Projects To Be Part Of Contract
Proposals With Refineries, Petrochem Plants.

Reuters (8/9, Staff) reports United Steelworkers (USW) International President Thomas Conway on
Monday “called. for refinery and chemical plant workers (o include decarbonization as part of contract
proposals o be made o U3, ol companies inJanuary.” Conway told attendees of the USW national ol
hargaining policy conference that decarbonization projecis are more properly seen as necessary capital
investmeant programs. He explained, "Here sits the capital investment program that we need o keep our
refineries up and running and keep the pressure off of them from the communities that would otherwise
shut them down.”

Sustainable Mining An Urgent Issue That Can’t Be Delayed.

Global Mining Review {UK} (8/9, Owsen) reports, "The next 10 yvears are crucial in the fight against
climate change, resource scarcily, and environmental damage.” The pressure is on “mining, minerals,
and metals organisations o adopt sustainable praclices, while also supplying the critical resources
needad to support a more sustainable and greener world.” The resources indusiry's “historic impact on
the environment is clear, with 4 — 7% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions coming from mining
alone.” But “without a sustainable resources industry, global efforts to reduce COZ emissions will be
difficull.” Essential industries “can support global sustainability goals by Identifving and eliminating
gnergy and water loss; Oplimising opergtions across the value chain; Improving operational efficiency
and reducing resource waste, Minimising emissions by oplimising renewable power and leveraging
microgrids; Fostering a circular economy and green products with new carbon zero processes.”

Backiniop 4

nentary/Letters

Editorial: Congress Should Raise The Federal Gas Tax.

The Baltimors Sun {8/9) says in an editorial that Congress should raise the federal gasoling tax to
compensate for inflation in order to raise funds for transportation infrastructure and to address climate
changse.

Baker: Focus On Climate Alarmism Shows Decline In Journalistic
Standards.

Wall Street Journal (Request Arficle) (8/9, Baker) contributor Gerard Baker argues that journalistg’
focus on climate alarmism and ideological purity on other issues has led 1o a decline in journalistic

standards.

Backioiop &
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West Deer Residents Oppose Proposed Gas Well Pad.

The Pitisburgh Post-Gazetie (8/8, Johnson) reports, “Ahead of & public hearing this week, a group of
concemed cilizens is preparing hours-long statemenis opposing the construction in West Deerof a
natural gas well pad for hydraulic fracturing.” The West Deer Board of Supervisors will hear public
comments Wadnesday. Afler a presentation from Olympus Energy and public comments, “the board will
voie to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the application.” The decision “is required to be made
within 45 days after the public hearing ends.” Concemed Residents of West Deer is lpading the
opposition effort, as well as "efforts against Olympus Energy’s proposed Leto gas well pad.” Olympus
Energy proposeas to extract shale off gas via hvdraulic fracturing. An Olympus spokesperson “declined to
comment, saying the company couldn’t give a statement until after the public hearing is over.”

Cenovus Chief Urges Trudeau To Pay For Greening Of Canada’s Oil Sands.

The Financial Times (8/8) reports, "Canada’s government should pay forup to 70 per cent of g
proposed C$75bn (360bn) project to decarboniss the country’s controversial ofl...”

Flaring At Chevron’s El Segundo Refinery Lights Up Sky.

The Los Angeles Thnes (88, Ramsey) reports, “The night sky was luminated Sunday in Bl Segundo
during a flaring activity at the Chevron oil refinery after a comprassor went down.” Tall flames and
plumes of dark smoke were “seaen for miles around the facility, drawing mulliple social media posts.” A
twaet from the city of Bl Segundo “assured residents that air monitoring had detected no dangsr oulside
of the refinery.” The El Segundo Fire Department “was on the scens Sunday night monitoring the activity
but was not needad, according o reporis.”

Backiniop 4

Waterhouse May Face Senate Questioning On Racial Positions.

Fox Mews (8/3, Keene) reports President Bidern’s nomines to serve as EPA deputy assistant
administrator for land and emergency management, Carlton Walerhouse, "is expected to face tough
questions on his past comments about oivil rights laws and support for reparations set to faces the
Senate soon during his confirmation hearing.” Sen. Tom Cotlon (R-AR) told Fox News in a statement,
*Cariton Waterhouse is a political activist who supports fringe environmental and racist policies.”
Yaterhouse told Fox News in a Monday email that he has made statements “noting that it was an
unfortunate svent that” civil rights legisiation of the 1960s and 1870s “while impactiul did not provide
redress for the victims of historic Jim Crow digorimination.”
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Toxics

NAS Meeting Will Look At Treating PFAS Exposure, PPE Use.

Inside EFA (8/9) reports, the “National Academy of Sciences (NAS) will meet this week 1o advance
projects looking at advice for clinicians on when and how 1o test for per- and pobvfluorvialkyl substances
(PFAS) in patients as well as personal protective equipment (PRE) for public-safety workers, both topics
of interest to EFA’s toxics office and its risk svaluators. And the National Association of Chemical
Distributors (NACD) is hosting its annual training and education conference for the chemical distribution
industry in San Antonio, TX.

Sen Markey Introduces Bill For $52B EPA School Cleanup Program.

Inside EPA (8/9) reports, “Sen. Ed Markey (D-MA) has introduced a revised version of a bill that seeks
o create a new $52 billion TSCA grant program at EPA to help states remove toxic subsiances from
schools, floating the measure in the midst of debate about infrastructure funding though a Senate
Democratic plan appears unlikely to allow for such a program.”

Back v top &

ter

Environmentalists, States Sue To Make EPA Hold NY, PA To Chesapeake
Plan.

Inside EFA (8/9) reports, “Environmentalists and several Chesapeake Bay watershad states are
continuing their litigation 1o force EPA to take stronger action 1o ensure New York and Pennsylvania
meet 2025 cleanup goals for the bay sven as the Biden EFPA says New York has provided assurance it
will meet s goals. EFA announced Aug. & that New York's iatest plan is projectad to meet nutrient and
sediment reduction targets contained in the ERPA-developed Chesapeake Bay total maximum daily load
{(TMDLY

Report Says Drinking Water State Revolving Fund May Face Racial
Disparities.

E&E Publishing (8/8, Wiltenberg, Northey) reports money from EPA Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund “will largely fall into the hands of states unlikely to consider race or how accessible those funds are
o struggling communities,” according 10 a report released by the University of Michigan Water and

Climate Policy Lab. The report says “that, over the past decade, states have been less likely to spend
program on smaller and more diverse communitiss,” and using the funds as loans, thus “providing fewer
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grants than federal law allows, possibly boxing impoverished communities out of federal funding for
water infrastructure improvements.”

Back v top &

Li

etree Bay Refinery

Lenders Decide Not To Reduce Loan Amount To Limetree Holdings.

Bloomberg BNA (8/9, Church) reports Lenders have agreed to fund a $25 million loan to Limetree Bay
Holdings after saving they would only provide 515 million "because the collateral backing the financing
was not as valuable as they first helieved.” Lender attorney Jason S, Brooknar announced this change of
course “after being questionad by U.S. Bankruptoy Judge David Jones in Houston” in a virtual hearing.

The Wall Street Journal (Request Arficle) (8/9, Scurria) and Law388 {Request Arficle) (8/9) also report,

Back v top &
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« New US LNG Infrastructure To Be Convertible For Hydrogen Distribution, Says Biden Administration.
(Bloomberg)
« White House Reportedly Mulling “Windfall” Tax On US Ot And Gas Producers. (Washington Fost)

Limetree Bay Refinery

« ERA Warns Limetree Bay Refinery Owners They Might Have To Secure New "Pravention Of Significant
Deteroration” Permit. (Virgin Islands Daily News)

inistrator

Regan Offers Outlook Regarding Forthcoming Greenhouse Regulation.

Politico Morning Energy (3/25, Choi) reported EPA Administrator Michae! Regan “offered a cloudy
outlook on the future of the Biden administration’s forthcoming greenhouse gas regulation, saying the
upcoming Suprems Court ruling on EPA’s authority makes doing so0 s tough call.” To the American
Council on Renswable Ensrgy’s policy forum, Regan remarked, 1 think we're watching very closely and
weighing all of our options.” Regan added, "Obviously, i's our hope that the decision will stay on that
more narrow side.” According o Politico, the Supremes Court "is considering a case challenging EPA's
authority on reguiating power plants’ greanhouse gas pollution argued last month, with Republican
states contending EPA had no authority to enact the kinds of wide-ranging carbon cuts that Democrats
have sought.”

Biden Environmental Officials Partake In “Political Balancing Act”
Regarding Climate Change, Dispatching Fossil Fuels To Europe.

The Washington Post (3/25) "Climate 2027 newsletter reported the Fresident’s “op environmental
deputies engaged in a political balancing act on Thursday as they touted their commitment to tackling
climate change while defending their immediate focus on sending Tossil fuels to Eurcpe.” The "officials,
including White House national climate adviser Gina McCarthy and Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Michael Regan, boasted about Biden's efforts (o prioritize climate action to a room full of
clean enargy advocates in downtown Washington” on Thursday. McCarthy and Regan “were two of the
keynote speakers al a policy forum hostad by the American Council on Renewable Energy.” Regan
*argued that if the United States had deployed more clean energy, Americans would be more insulated
from high gas prices sparked by Russian President Viadimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine”

Backioiop &
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Appeliate Judges Question Lawfulness Of “Sip Call” Rule.

In a8 partly paywalled arlticle, inside EPA (3/25) reported, “Federal appeliate judges at March 25
arouments questioned the legality of EP&'s 2015 'SIP Call’ rule requiring 38 states © remove reguiatory
axemptions for periods of facility startup, shutdown and malfunction (S8M) from their air quality plans,
possibly viewing state ‘affirmative defense’ provisions as unlawiful, but appearing divided on other

”

IS8UES,

in another partly paywalled article, Bloomberg Law (3725} reporied the D.C. Circuit *didn’t appear
antirely convinced Friday that the ERFA couldn't direct states 1o revise their air pollution plans to remove
axemptions for pollution released during starups, shuldowns, and malfunclions at facilities”

EPA Objects To Colorado’s Proposed Permit Renewal For Suncor Refinery.

The Denver Post (3/28) reportad the Environmental Protection Agency on Friday “objected to the state’s
proposed operating permit renewal for the Suncor oil refinery in Commerce City and expressed concams
about how pollution from the facility impacts its low-income and mostly minority neighbors.” The
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment “has 80 days 1o respond to the EPA’s objections
and then resubmit”

Williamsville Central Schools Looking To Outfit Elementary Schools With
Air Conditioning.

The Buffalo (NY) News (3/27) reports Willlamsville Central Schools “wants to install air conditioning in
its six elementary schools as the first phase of 3 projeot that would bring cool classrooms to all district
schools.” The price tag comas out to $82.7 million, and locals are to get an opporiunity “to vole on the
proposed capital project during the May 17 annual school board and budge! elections.” The News adds
that a 2018 National Bureau of Economic Research study revealed a link "betwesn temperature and
lparning. Hotter school days in the vears before students retook the PSATs reduced their scores.” The
Environmental Frotection Agency “said that indoor air quality, such as the level of pollutants, humidity
and temperature, affect the ocoupants’ health, comfort and ability to perform.”

Bay Area Air Quality Management District Failed To Inform Public About
Unlawful Emissions For Several Years.

The San Francisco Chronicle (3725, Johnson) says that Valero Energy Corp.’s “ingerprinis are all
ovar” Benicig, "from s name on Little League baseball outfield signs 1o s logo on charitable donor lists”
The Chronicle also says that between 2003 and 2018, a Valero hydrogen stack emitted “an estimated
average of 4,000 pounds of hydrocarbons each day — more than 288 times the 15-pound limil, according
to the Bay Area Alr Quality Managemaent District.” A number of municipal leaders and locals “are irked by
the district’s fatlure to alert the public when i discoverad the extent of the viclations in 2018, Instead, the
district waited thres years” Bay Areg Alr Quality Managemaent Ristrict Senior Deputy Executive Officer of
Qperations Damian Breen “sald his agency notified Solano County health officials and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency when it leamed of the emissions and was focused on verifying the
data and negotiating a response with Valero.” Morgover, Breen “said not alerting the public was g
mistake.”
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EPA Issues Guidance Emphasizing Importance Of Indoor Air Quality In
Preventing COVID-19.

On a live updates page, the New York Times (3/27, Hassan) reports that “with the pandemic entering a
new phase in the United Siates marked by fewer precautions and the rise of the aven moreg
fransmissible Omicron subvariant BAZ, the Biden administration has begun stressing the importance of
mitigating the risk of indoor aerosol transmission.” The Environmaenial Protection Agency “recently
issued sxpert guidance to building managers, contraciors and business owners, with two pagss of
recommendations that codify the best practices on ventilation, air filtration and air disinfection from
academic sxperts and federal agencies of the last two years.” Moreover, the EPA “said that
implementation could be underwritien with federal funds from the $1.9 trillion American Rescus Plan.”
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy head Dr. Alondra Nelson "said last week the
guidance was part of an initiative called the Clean Air in Bulldings Challengs.”

Florida Power & Light Plant Ends Up On Poliuting Plant List.

Regarding the West County Energy Center, “a natural gas-burning plant” located on Wellingtor's
outskirts, the Florids Times-Union {(3/28) says, “The plant is part of a fleet of new-ara power generalors
often cited by the state’s largest ulility as jewels in its transition o modern, clean energy. With these
facilities,” Florida Fower & Light ‘replaced inefficient 2ith-century coal plants and weaned itsalf off
foreign imported oil.” Nonetheless, though, the plant wound up “on a list of poliuting slectric plants that
included plenty of old-school coal power plants.” The Times-Union also says that “carbon dioxide is the
main greenhouse gas emitted by human activities, according to the Environmental Protection Ageney.”

Backiniop 4

NYC-Sized Ice Shelf Collapses In East Antarctica.

The AP (3725, Borenstein) reported, “An ice shelf the size of New York City has collapsed in East
Antarctica, an area long thought to be stable and not bit much by climate change, concerned scientists
said Friday.” The event amounted o the first instance “in human history” in which “the frigid region had
an ice shelf collapse.” The collapse cocurred at the start “of a freakish warm spell last week when
temperaturas soared more than 70 degrees (40 Celsius) warmearthan normal in some spots of East
Antarctica.” Also reporting were the New York Times (3/25, Fountain), USA Today (3/25), and The Hill
(3/25, Drass),

Fires Make Progress Against Boulder Wildfire.

USA Today {3/27) reporis, “Fire crews gained ground Sunday on a fast-moving wildfire that burmed
within 1,000 vards of homes a day earlier in Boulder, Colorade.” The "blaze, which forced 18 400
residents to flee Saturday, was 21% contained Sunday morning, and most evacuation orders were
fted.” The location of the infermo ig not a significant distance “from the location of a blaze that destroyed
more than 1,000 homes last year.” The blaze evoked unpleasant "memories for some residents such as
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Alicia Miller, who lost her home during the blaze in 2021, Miller "posted a photo on Twitter and referred
o climate change, which has made the U.S. West warmer and drier in the past 30 years and will
continuea 1o maks weather more extreme and wildfires more destructive, according to scientists.” Also
raporting are the &P (3/27) and the New York Post (3/27).

Ukraine War Upends Cooperation On Arctic Research.

The Wall Street Journad (Request Arficle) (3/28, Subbaraman) reported the war in Ukraing has derailed
international collaboration on research into climate change in the Arclic as many Waestern scientists and
scigntific organizations sever ties with Russian counterparts and cancel meetings or expeditions in
Russia or Russian waters.

Experts: Aviation Difficulties Induced By High Temperatures Becoming
More Prevalent QOutside Of Hottest Locales Due To Global Warming.

LISA Today (3/27) says that when lemperatures are scorching, planes have difficully getting into the air
‘and airports can shut down. Vs already happening in the world's hottest places, and experis say it's
hacoming increasingly common alsewhere as a consequence of global warming.” Embry-Riddle
Asronautical University professor Bijan Vasigh remarked, “This is happening more, i's not an anomaly
anymora.” USA Today also says, "The averags heat wave in major U8, urban areas is now four days
long, a day longer than the 1860s, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.”

Research Highlights Increase In Fire Frequency In US.

The Washington Post (3/27) reports, “In the journal Science Advances, a tgam of environmental
sciantists found that fire frequency has tripled in some parts of the United States — and that in the 2000s,
wildfires grew up to four imes the size of fires in previous decades.” The research reveals thatl since
2008, fire frequancy increased throughout the country. In the “East and West, fires became twice as
frequent, and they became four times as frequent in the Greaat Plains. As frequency grew, so did
acreage, with the average size hallooning.” Thess fires contrasted from prior ones in that they were
larger and had a greater ikelihood of happening together. Moreover, the regions vulnerable to fire
increased "along with fire frequency.” The “tleam atiribuies the change to drought, but humans are also
o blame: Human-causad climate change has dried out many areas, and 84 percent of the fires were
started by humans and not other factors such as lightning strikes.”

USA Today Fact Checks Blog Post Asserting Einstein Paper Contradicts
Notion C0O2 Could Be Behind Climate Change.
LISA Today (3/25) reported that “some social media users are sharing & blog post that olaims g 1817

paper by physicist Albert Einstein contradicts the idea that CQ2Z could drive climate change.” USA Today
went on to discuss how the assertion is false.

Granholm Speaks At International Energy Agency Meeting.

Folitioo (3725, Tamborino) reported Energy Secratary Jennifer Granholm “told global energy leaders
YWednesday they nesded to move fast o address the ol and gas crisis sparkad by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine while also staying focused on building a clean energy economy o fight the threats from climate
change.” Politico added, “Increasing altemative off and gas supplies and the intemational push to
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fransition {0 clean energy s ‘not 8 binary choice,” she fold an audience at the International Ensergy
Agency's ministerial meeting in Paris.” Granhobm added, “Both crises need addressing now.” Moreover,
Folitico also said the meeting was occurring as the Prasident was readying o convene “with NATO
leaders o increase pressure on Moscow and maintain a unified front to confront Russia for its war
against Ukraing”

Climate Change Spurring Interest In “Resilient Design” To Storm-Proof
Homes.

The Washington Post (3/25) reported that exireme weather-resistant homes features are becoming
increasingly sought, what experts refer to as “resilient design.” lliva Azaroll, a founding principal of +LAB
architects and an associate professor at New York City College of Technology, savs, “A resilient home is
one that's buill for the future after an assessment of current and predicied risks.” Alex Wilson, president
of the Resilient Design Institule, comments, "Resillent design can have multiple benefits, including
sustainability. . The slements of resilient design, such as higher insulation levels, stronger windows,
passive solar power and natural dayvlight that will help homeowners survive power outages, extreme heat
and exdrame cold, also save energy and mitigate climate change.”

Analysis: Europe’s Pursuit Of Energy Independence Creates Friction With
Climate Goals.

The AP (3727, Jordans, Parra) reports in an analysis that Europe’s pursuit of energy independence
‘means friction between security and climate goals, at least in the short term.” The continent’s efforis to
reduce Russian energy imports means i “will need 1© burm more coal and build more pipelines and
terminals o import fossil fuels from elsewhere.” Meanwhile, the Euvropean Union has “pledged o reduce
carbon dioxide emissions by 55% compared with 1980 levels by 2030, and 10 get to net zero emissions
by 20507 Bruege! energy expert George Zachmann said Europe’s energy shift from Russia will mean "a
slight increase” in emissions, but Ylong term, the effect will be that we will see more investmeant in
rengwables and energy efficiency in Europs”

$1.5B Resort In Dubai To Host Forthcoming Climate Summit.

The AP (3/26, Batrawy) said the Middle East “is the most water-scarce region in the world, but
participants at an upcoming climate summit in Dubal will be ensconced in a resort with one of the world’s
largest waler parks, complete with artificial lagoons, encounters with dolphing and a mesmerizing
aquarium with sharks, sting rays and schools of fish.” The AP added that “when people gather for MENA
Climate Weel, they'll be exchanging business cards and ideas in the underwater-themed halls of
Dubal’s landmark Atantis hotel, a $1.5 billion resort.” The Atlantis “is built on a man-made island so big it
can be saan from space.”

Activists Demonstrate Against Climate Change, Ukraine War.

The AP (3/25, Jordans) reported, “Climate aclivists stagad a 10th series of worldwide protests Friday to
demand that leaders take stronger action against global warming, with some linking their environmental
meassage to calls for an end to the war in Ukraing.” The Fridavs for Fulure movement “called
demonstrations from Indonesia o Europe and the United States.” Roughly 300 demonstirations “were
planned in Germany,” with the AP adding that “thousands of mostly young people, many carving
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Ukraing’s vellow and biue national flag, marched through Berlin's government district to the Brandenburg
Gate.” Among the persons speaking at the Berlin event were 8 pair of “young Russian activists, who
denounced their governmant’s actions in Ukraine.” Polina Oleinikova said to the AR, "There are a lof of
Russian peoplewho are against (Russian President Viadimir) Putin, and they do not support what Putin
is doing.”

USPS Increases EV Order, Though Experts Assert It’s Insufficient.

Popular Sciences (3/25) reported that “on Thursday, the United States Postal Service said that it was
proceeding with an initial order for 50,000 new delivery vehicles.” In a break from its prior position,
though, USPS “said that 20 percent of those new vehidles would be electric,” whereas it “had said that
they planned for only 10 percent of these new rides o be hattery-powered.” Popular Science added,
‘Howsver, energy and environmental experts argue that electrifying st 20 percent of the fleel is 8
missed opportunity, both financially and environmentally.” The “saga of the USPS’s plan 1o procure new
vahiclas intensified when i released a final environmental impact statement in December of last year” A
letter from the EPA described “the USPS's final snvironmental impact statement as ‘seriously deficient.”

NYTimes Discusses How Artists Are Addressing Climate Change.

A more than 3,000-word New York Times (3725, Lescaze) story discussed how arlists are addrassing
climate change, with the Times saying that "support for environmentally conscious art s surging.”

Melting lce, Russian Invasion Renew Disputes Over Rights To Arctic
Reserves.

The Hew York Times (3/27, A1, Baker) reports, "Melling sea ice has opened new shipping pathways,
and nations have eyed the vast hydrocarbon and mineral reserves below the Arclic sea floor. As a result,
the complicated trealies, claims and boundary zonas that govern the region have been opened to fresh
disputes.” With “the geopolitical order shifting after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the compelition over
soversignty and resources in the Arctic could intensify.” While the US “has dencunced Russia’s
aggressive military expansion in the Arclic, the Pantagon has its own plans to increase its presence and
capabilities, working to rebuild cold-weather skills neglected during two decades of war in lrag and
Afghanistan.”

Backiniop 4

ditorial/

Columnist Criticizes Fresno County Board Of Supervisors Over Oil
Production Resolution.

In a Fresno {CA) Bes (3/25) column, Mark Warszawski voiced criticism of the Fresno County Board of
Supservisors over a “stunt” entailing a unanimously authorized resolution urging further “‘domestic of

production, including right here in Fresno County, followed by a press conference in which they doublad
down on thelr terrible idea.” Heightened oil production in the county contravenes “the EPA's recent
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rejection of the San Joaguin Valley Alr Pollution Control District’s atiainment plan for fine particulales
known as PM 2.8s, the ones linked to a myriad of deleterious health effects.”

Harvard School Of Public Health Research Scientist, Oregon State
Assistant Professor Warn About Potential Effects Of Biomass Utilization.

in an op~-ed on The Hill's (3/27) website, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health research scientist
Jonathan Buonocore, 5c.D. and Oregon State University assistant professor Parichehr Salimifard,
Ph.D., write, “Even as Congress declares that biomass is carbon neutral, burning # puts thousands of
lives atrisk.” Legislators, in & $1.5 trillion spending measurse which Congress not long ago passed,
‘codified a declargtion that biomass taken from forests is ‘carbon neutral”™ Buonocore and Salimifard
add, “Putting aside the many guestions and conditions that neead 0 be metl in order for this 1o be true and
the potential impacts on biodiversity, encouraging the use of biomass for energy will increase air
poliution, public health impacts and environmental justice issues around the siting of these facilities”

LATimes Contributor: Schools’ “Paved-Over” Campuses Are An
“Environmental Injustice.”

Loz Angeles Times (3/27) editorial writer Tony Barboza discusses how, at schools throughouwt Los
Angeles, “children are forced to learm and play in paved-over, fenced-in and oflen tresless campusas
that draw apt compansons to prison vards or parking lots. These conditions are detrimental 1o learning,
health and well-being, and especially harmful because they are 5o common in the same low-incoms
communities of color that already suffer from a lack of tree canopy, park space and higher exposure to
heat and pollution.” Alberto Carvalho, who recently became LA Unified’'s superintendent, *has promised
o refease a plan within his first 100 days o green schoolyards.” The “commitment is welcome, but it
shouldr't have taken new leadership o pay attention 1o this ohvious problem.” Barboza also wriles, “it's
not just a8 matter of assthetics, but sducational opportunity and environmental justice”

Climate Change Research “Casualty Of The” Ukraine-Russia Conflict.

in a Denver Post (3/28) column, Ved Nanda wrote that “the impact of the war” between Ukraine and
Russia “on the future of the Arclic region has gone mostly unnoticed by the general public. The
immediate concern is that the Arctic Council, the intergovermmental body established as a forum for
regional cooperation and Arclic govemance, is presently chaired by Russig, so the crippling sanctions
have halted all work being done under the Council’s auspices.” Nanda added that climate change
research is g significant "casualty of the” conflict. Russia "accounts for half the Arctic landmass and
much of the world’s permafrost, so what has come {0 8 hall is the Arclic-wide monitoring by a consortium
of permafrost scientists 1o collect and evaluate crucial data on the region’s warming.”

US SIF CEO: Disclosures Regarding Climate-Related Risks Will Assist
investors.
in a Wall Street Journal (Request Article) (3/127) letter, US SIF CEO Lisa Woll writes that the SEC is

inside its authority to mandate that firms publicly divulge climate-related risks, and asserts that the
disclosures arg going 1o assist investors.
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Backioiop &

nerqgy Issues

McCarthy Pledges To Tak “Colorblind” Approach To Commercializing Low-
Carbon Hydrogen Fuel.

In & partly paywalled arlicle, Inside ERA (3/25) reporied, "A top White House climate advisor is pledging
1o take a ‘colorbling’ approach to commercializing low-carbon hydrogen fusl that can be used in g variety
of manufacturing and other seciors, arguing the most important factor in supporting a8 given production
process should be its fecycle greenhouse gas foolprint” Inside EFA added, "The remarks from While
House domestic climate chief Gina McCarthy appear {0 be sidestepping debates over the optimal
feadstock for making hydrogen”

Administration Unveils Wind Power Lease Sale Off Carolinas.

The Hill (3/25, Budryk) reporied the Biden Administration on Friday “announced the first offshore wind
energy lease sale off the coast of the Carclinas, part of 3 broader goal of installing 30 gigawatlis of
offshore wind powear.” The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management “will auction off the two lease areas,
which cover 110,081 acres in the Carolina Long Bay, on May 117

Klobuchar, Craig Among Group Of Legislators Attempting To Strengthen
US Energy Independence.

The Minneapolis Biar Tribune (3/28) reported Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Rep. Angie Craig (D-
M) “are among a bipartisan group of lawmakers trying to boost American energy independence amid a
ban on Russian energy imports.” The Home Front Energy Independence Act "focuses on E15 - g blend
of gasoling and ethanol. Provisions include establishing a tax credit for selling or blending E15, directing
the Environmenial Protection Agency (EPA) to finalize its rule for E15 fuel dispenser labels and providing
grants for local bicfue! production and infrastructure.”

Sacramento Bee Highlights How Nuclear Plant’s Cooling Systemn Has
Affected Marine Life In Cove.

The Sacramento {CA) Bee (3/25) discussed how the cooling system of PGEE's Diablo Canvon nuclear
power plant has affected marine life in a cove known as Digble Cove which is located at the plant’s base.
in the “sarly vears of environmental monitoring and the plant’s operation, PG&E was accused of
withholding cerlain data showing the impacts the once-through cooling system was having on maring
life.” A letter Tor PG&E to the U8, Nuclear Regulatory Commission during 1997 reads, "The Regional
(Water Quality Control} Board, through the California State Altorney General's office, along with the U5,
Department of Justice on behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), has been
conducting an investigation concerning whether PGEE’s failure o include certain data in its reporis on
the intake structure constituted a vielation of the NPDES permit”
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Backioiop &

nvironmental Justice

Army Corps Of Engineers Mulling Alterations To CWA Permit.

I partly paywalled coverage, inside EPA (3/25) reported the Army Corps of Engineers “is weighing
whether it should modify provisions of a Clean Water Act {CWA) dredge-and-fill general permit for ol
and gas pipelines before the parmit expires in 2026 in order (o better address Biden administration
priorities such as environmental justice (EJ4) and impacts to the climate and drinking water.” Inside EFPA
also said that "the Corps’ planned review of nationwide permit 12 (NWP 12Y is slated for
commencement “in a March 28 Federal Register notice.”

EJ Proponents: Screening Tool Has Issues Aside From “Failure To Account
For Race.”

In & partly paywalled arlicle, Inside EPA (3/25) reported that according to environmental justice (ED
proponents, the beta edition “of the White House screening too! for priortizing EPA and other funding for
disadvaniaged communities includes a host of problems beyond its failure o account for race, waming
that the indicators in the tool and the data supporting them will Igad o crucial omissions”

FERC Rolls Back Natural Gas Project Policies.

E&E Publishing (3/25, Willson) reported the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission “has rolled back
sweaping new policies for large natural gas projects, including a framework for assessing how pipelines
and other facilities contribute o climate change, weeks after prominent lswmakers panned the changes.”
Though the policy alterations put out during February were meant {o revise as well as “improve the
agency’s approach for siting new gas projects, the commission has concluded that the new guidelines
‘vould benefit from further clarification,” said FERC Chair Richard Glick.” The commission’s Democratic
majority during February elected to move forward “new policies altering the commission’s process for
reviewing new natural gas projects.” Among the policies was one that broadened the span “of topics
included in FERC's raviews of interstate pipelines.” E&E Publishing added, “It explained that the
commission would consider four major factors before approving a project,” among which was “the
interests of landowners, environmental justice populations and surrounding communities.”

Proposed Trash Facility In Chicago Area Draws Criticism From Locals.

Belt Magazine (3/25) carvied a Borderless Magazine story which said of West Chicago that “the
majority-Latino suburb just thirty miles cuiside of the Chicago city limits is home 1o the DukKane transfer
station,” which amounts to the scle "waste transfer station in DuPage County. i processes an estimated
fifteen hundred tons of garbage daily from West Chicago, Streamwood, Bartlett and other surrounding
communities.” However, that may shorlly cease being the case “with the proposed construction of &
sacond waste transfer facility just a half-mile down the road.” Lake Shore Recycling Systems “plans {o
expand its operations at 1655 Powis Road o also accept municipal waste.” However, the proposal has
raceivad criticism from locals *who are concernad about its environmental impact, like increased air
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poifution, and affects on property values.” Julieta Alcdntar-Garcia “sees the construction of a second
waste ransfer station, one mile from residential areas, as an instance of environmental racism.”

Back v top &

nforcement

Various Industry Sectors Supporting EPA In Battle Against Push To
Enhance “Corrosivity” Standard Under RCRA.

In partly paywalled coverage, Inside EPA (J/25) reported, “A range of major industry sectors is backing
EPA in its fight against a whistleblower group’s effor! {o strengthen the agency’s ‘corrosivity’ standard
under the Resource Conservation & Recovery Act (RCHA), with industry citing major adversa cost,
waste disposal and beneficial reuse impacts that would result from the changes being sought by
petitioners”

Chemical Makers’ Coalition Urges EPA To Amend, Not Revoke, Corrections
Policy.

Bloomberg Law (3/25, Rizzuto) reported behind a paywall, “A coalition of chemical manufacturers
asked the EPA on Friday to work with industry to revise — not revoke as planned — the agency's policy
allowing companies (o correct the precise descriptions of chemicals they can legally manufacture or
import.” The Toxic Substances Conirol Act New Chemicals Coalition wrote 10 the agency that “io
gliminate the correction process is 1o ignore a critically important fact in the industrial chemical
community.”

Back v top &

Glick’s Future As FERC Chief Faces Uncertainty.

Politico (3/28, Morehouse) reports the President’s “efforts to deliver on his ambitious climate agenda
are getting a big hoost from the leader of one often overlooked agency who has used his position to
home in on the ensrgy industry’s greenhouse gas impact” However, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission Chair Richard Glick "may see his sfforts to put climate change at the forefront of federal
energy policy cost him his job.” He *has pushed policies that angered prominent lawmakers, including
many Republicans — and, most crucially, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chair Joe Manchin (D-
W.val), who as the upper chamber's swing vote has weakened much of Bidern’s climate agenda. That's
put Glick’s future at risk after his current term on the commission ends in June.”
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Manchin Signals He Wishes To Restart Discussions On Packaging
Regarding Energy Policy.
The Wall Strest Jowrna! (Request Ardicle) (3/25, Duehren, Restucoia) reported Sen. Joe Manchin (D-

WYY has signaled that he wishes {o restart discussions regarding partly-ling legisiation pertaining to
anergy policy.

Washington State Transportation Package Includes Provision Banning New
Non-EVs After 2030.

NEBC News (3/26) reporied Washington state Gov. Jay Insles (D) signed a bill from the legisiature that
would “ban most non-electric vehicles by 2030 Under the provision, “all vehicles of the model yvear
2030 or later that are sold, purchased, or registered in the state must be electric.” NBC said, “The bill
covers a ot of transportation issues in the state and is a part of a larger $16.9 billion transportation
package called Move Ahead Washington,” which Inslee described as a way o create more afficient
fransporiation oplions.”

Back iolop &

ustaing

Tribes, Environmentalist: Utah Uranium Mill Could Endanger Groundwater.

The Arizona Republic (3/25) reported, “Tribes and environmentalists say the country’s [ast operational
uranium mill has become a low-cost industrial waste dump that could imperit land and groundwater in
the Colorado River Basin and at nearby Bears Ears National Monument.” They wish that the mine be
shutterad “or be subject to stricter reguiations to avoid a catastrophic incident like the 2015 Gold King
mine spill.” A “report issuad by the Grand Canyon Trust March 15 said the White Mesa Mill in
southaeastern Utah, which opened in 1880 {o extract uranium from mined ore, had been converted into a
lower-cost alternative to a highly reguiated foxic waste facility using what the trust calls a ‘radioactive
Midas touch,” a licensed ‘shernative feed’ mill that reprocesses used ore and low-level waste {0 extract
more uranium and rare sarths.”

Backiniop 4

Toxics

Bipartisan Group Of House Legislators Pushing PFAS-Related Legislation.

In a partly paywalled article, Inside EPA (3/25) reported, “A bipartisan group of House lawmakers is
pushing legisiation that would require EPA o quickly subject all per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(FPFAS) to air foxics limits under the Clean Air Act, a measure that goes bevond the agency’s current
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research efforis and is broader in scope than a House-approved bill currently pending before the
Senate.”

Report From Consumer Group Finds PFAS Chemicals In Certain Fast Food
Wrappers From Popular Fast Food Chains.

The Hill (3/25) reported, “An analysis by Consumer Raports was released” March 24, revealing that
“Yoraver chamicals” known as FFAS “were found in certain fast food wrappers from popular fast food
chains.” The analysis demonstrated that PFAS chemicals were "found in excassive amounts in the
wrappers for some products from Burger King, Chick-fil-A, Stop & Shop, Sweelgreen, Nathan's Famous,
Cava and Arby's.” The consumer organization "says they tested 118 food products with multiple samples
from over two dozen stores and fast food restauranis in Connecticut, Mississippi, New Jersay, New York
and Texas.”

According to THN (3/25, LaMotie), the CDC “calls exposure 10 PFAS {per- and polyfluoroatky
substances) a bublic health concern,” ciling studies that found the human-made chemicals can harm the
immune system and reduce g person’s resistance o infectious diseasges.”

Other coverage includes the New York Daily News (3/25, Wilkinson} and the Miami Herald (3/26).

Vermont Officials Seeking More Time To Conduct School PCB Checks.

The AP (3727, Alonso-Zaldivar) reporis that “Wermont state officials have asked the legisiature for more
fime {o test older schools for PCBs.” The "PCE testing program is part of a law passed by the Legisiature
last year.” The AP adds that it mandates that all schools built or renovated prior to 1880 “est their indoor
air for PCBs by July 1, 2024”7

Biden Administration Limiting Utilization Of Florida Migrant Detention
Facility That Has Been Subject Of Various Allegations.

The Miami Herald (3/25) reported the Biden Administration “is Emiting the use of a Florida detention
canter that holds immigrants in federal custody after lawmakers and immigration activists raised alarm
over conditions in the facility.” US Immigration and Customs Enforcement “issued a formal
announcement Friday afternoon stating that it would limit the use of the Glades County Detention
Center, a county jail near Lake Ckeechobee that houses migrant detainees on behalf of ICE” The
Gladys County Detention Center “has faced scathing allegations of medical negligence, sexusl
misconduct, retaliation against peaceful protesting, COVID-18 protocol viclations and racist viclence,
gecording o several immigration advocates, oivil rights groups and walchdog organizations.” Several
groups in a complaint this month pressed the Environmental Frotection Agency to probe alleged
chemical disinfectant misutilization.

Backinton 4
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Group Sues US Officials Over Alleged Failure To Step In Following
Reversal Of Water Pollution Rules By Montana Legislature.

The AP (3/25) reports, “A conservation group has filed a lawsull against U.S. environmeantal officials for
alleged failure to intervene after the Montana Legisiature rolled back longstanding water pollution rules.”
The “Bozeman-based Upper Missouri Waterkeeper group said a set of replacement rules proposed by
the Montana Department of Environmental Quality will allow more nutrient pollution to enter streams,
rivers and other waterways across the state.” The US Environmental Protection Agency has supervision
of Montana’s “pollution rules and I8 required to approve or reject the changes but has failed to do so,
according o the lawsuit filed Thursday in U.S. District Court in Great Fallg”

Backinton 4

War In Ukraine Brings Defects In ESG-Investing Business To Light.

The Wall Street Jouwrnad (Request Arficle) (3/27, Mackintosh) says Russia’s invasion of Ukraing has
revealed flaws in the ESG-investing business. Those focused on environmenial, social and governance
investing have tried o determineg companiss’ sensitivity 1o the public mood, but the public mood keeps
shifting.

Backiniop 4

New US LNG Infrastructure To Be Convertible For Hydrogen Distribution,
Says Biden Administration.

Bloomberg (3/25, Diouhy) reported the Biden Administration on Friday said that infrastructure required
o increase US LNG exports to Europe will be constructed “so that it can be converied later to distribute
climate-friandly hydrogen.” The aim is "o ensure any new pipalines are built with the right materials,
valves and equipment so they can be easily adapted to carry hydrogen, a senior administration official
told reporters Friday.” The Administration’s plan “was cheerad by a coalition of companies working o
advance and deploy hydrogen, including Air Liquide SA, Linde Plc and Cummins Inc.” Linde VP of Clean
Energy Development David Burns said, *If vou're going to build new pipeling, yvou'd build it hydrogen-
ready so it meets the specifications and requiremenis for hydrogen.”

Biden’s Pivot On Energy Agenda Boosis Natural Gas industry. The Wall Street

Sournal (Request Article) (3/28) reported Frasident Biden, who campaignad on a platform {o transition
the US o cleaner energy, has softened some of his positions in the wake of rising energy costs, which
have been driven in part by the economic rebound from the pandemic, and more recently by the war in

ED_006750_00000394-00016



EPA-2020-004264

Ukraine. The Journal said Biden's announcement 1o increase LNG 0 Ewrope and FERCs backiracking
on environmental regulations have boosted the gas industry.

White House Reportedily Mulling “Windfall” Tax On US Oil And Gas
Producers.

The Washinglon Post (3725, Slein) reporis that the White House s “studying a range of potential
responses (o rising gas prices as top Democrats in Congrass push the administration o embrace a new
tax on large corporate profits ahead of the 2022 midterm elections.” According to the Post, Biden
Administration officials *have discussed. a major release of the nation’s ol reserves, loans and other
incentives to energy producers to encourags proeduction, and a federal gas tax holiday.” The Post adds
that "Biden aides have also discussed ideas that they are less likely to advance. These ideas include
rebate checks for motorists and using decommissioned buses in major cities 1o promote public transit
and reduce gas demand. ... Additionally, White House officials have had preliminary conversations about
a potential ‘windfall tax’ on the profits of large oil and gas producers.. although s unclear if they will
embrace such 3 measure.”

Backioiop &

Limetree

y Refinery

EPA Warns Limetree Bay Refinery Owners They Might Have To Secure New
“Prevention OFf Significant Deterioration” Permit.

The ¥irgin Islands Dally News (3/27) reporis the Environmental Protection Agency “has wamed the
new owners of Limetres Bay refinery that they may need {0 obtain a new ‘Prevention of Significant
Deteroration’ permil, and recommendad that they not restart operations until a final determination is
made.” The agency “sent g letter on March 22 to Wast Indies Petroleum Limited and Port Hamilton
Refining and Transportation, the new oswners of the former Limetree Bay refinery on SL Croix, asking for
gdditional information regarding past and future changes 1o processes and emission unils at the
refinery.” EFA Regional Administrator Lisa Garcia remarked via statement, “As EPA continues to obtain
gdditional information to reach a final decision on the need for this particular permit, we remain
commitied (o ensuring that any potential restart of this facility would occur safely and in accordance with
gnvironmental laws.”

Backinton 4

& 2022 Cision. All rights reserved, sxcluding third-party content. Reproduction or redistribution without permission
prohibited. Third-party content is drawn from thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television
programs, radio broadeasts, social-media platforms and additional forms of apen-source data. Sources for Bulletin
intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GIK MR comBeore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of
Cireutation. Any reach data cited here by SimilatWeb represents site traffic data of worldwide unigque visitors on deskiop
for the last month available. Data from and access to third party social medis platforms, including but notlimited to
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Facebook, Twilter, Instagram and others, is subject {o the respective platform’s terms of uss. Services that include Factiva
content are governed by Factiva's terms of use. Services including embedded Tweels are aglso subject o Twitter for
Website's information and privacy policies.
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Message

From: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/19/2022 7:37:53 PM

To: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Subject: Administrator's Weekly Report for 1/19/22

Attachments: Administrator Weekly Report 1.19.22 FINAL.pdf; Administrator Weekly Report 1.19.22 FINAL.docx

Hello Administrator Regan and colleagues,

Attached, please find the Administrator’s Weekly Report (in both PDF and Word), which includes programs and

regional office updates for the week ending January 19, 2022.

Sincerely,

Neshawne Gibson

Office of the Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: (202) 566-1957

Mobile: (202) 603-7617
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e  White Mesa Mill Site Visit Follow-up to CERCLA Off-site Rule (OSR) Determination.

On January 13, RS, accompanied by OAR Radiation Protection Division staff and Utah
Department of Environmental Quality staff, conducted a site visit of the White Mesa Mill in
Blanding, Utah.

EPA confirmed the drawdown of liquids and exposed materials in the impoundment, took
emissions readings, and held discussions with Energy Fuels representatives.

R8 and OAR-RPD will the week of January 17 to discuss next steps leading to EPA’s final
CERCLA OSR Determination.
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

OGClibrary [OGCLibrary@epa.gov]

2/23/2022 4:03:10 PM

Adair, Jocelyn [Adair.Jocelyn@epa.gov]; Anderson, Lea [anderson.lea@epa.gov]; Anderson, Steve
[Anderson.Steve@epa.gov]; Aranda, Amber [aranda.amber@epa.gov]; Averback, Jonathan
[Averback.Jonathan@epa.gov]; Bauer, Rachel [Bauer.Rachel@epa.gov]; Belser, Evan [Belser.Evan@epa.gov]; Bianco,
Karen [Bianco.Karen@epa.gov]; Blake, Wendy [Blake.Wendy@epa.gov]; Branning, Amy [Branning. Amy@epa.gov];
Buchsbaum, Seth [buchsbaum.seth@epa.gov]; Bunker, Byron [bunker.byron@epa.gov]; Caballero, Kathryn
[Caballero.Kathryn@epa.gov]; Carrillo, Andrea [Carrillo.Andrea@epa.gov]; Charlton, Tom [Charlton. Tom@epa.gov];
Conrad, Daniel [conrad.daniel@epa.gov]; Cozad, David [Cozad.David@epa.gov]; Davis, lulian [davis.julian@epa.gov];
Dickinson, David [Dickinson.David@epa.gov]; Dixon, Chelsea [Dixon.Chelsea@epa.gov]; Doster, Brian
[Doster.Brian@epa.gov]; Dubey, Susmita [dubey.susmita@epa.gov]; Dugan, Brett [Dugan.Brett@epa.gov]; Froikin,
Sara [Froikin.Sara@epa.gov]; Garfinkle, Stacey [garfinkle.stacey@epa.gov]; Graham, Cheryl
[Graham.Cheryl@epa.gov]; Greenglass, Nora [Greenglass.Nora@epa.gov]; Hoffman, Howard
[hoffman.howard@epa.gov]; Hogan, Stephanie [Hogan.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Hong, Jeanhee
[Hong.Jeanhee@epa.gov]; Iddings Mattox, Brianna [lddingsMattox.Brianna@epa.gov]; Igoe, Sheila
[lgoe.Sheila@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov]; Jordan, Scott [Jordan.Scott@epa.gov]; Kaban,
Rosemary [Kaban.Rosemary@epa.gov]; Kaplan, Robert [kaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Kataoka, Mark
[Kataoka.Mark@epa.gov]; Kerr, Hali [Kerr.Hali@epa.gov]; Klepp, Robert [Klepp.Robert@epa.gov]; Knapp, Kristien
[Knapp.Kristien@epa.gov]; Kodish, Jeff [Kodish.leff@epa.gov]; Krallman, John [krallman.john@epa.gov]; Kryman,
Matthew [Kryman.Matthew@epa.gov]; Kulschinsky, Edward [Kulschinsky.Edward@epa.gov]; Lee, Michael
[lee.michaelg@epa.gov]; Li, Ryland {Shengzhi) [Li.Ryland@epa.gov]; Lucca, Jose [Lucca.Jose@epa.gov]; Mackey,
Cyndy [Mackey.Cyndy@epa.gov]; Manners, Mary [manners.mary@epa.gov]; Marks, Matthew
[Marks.Matthew@epa.gov]; Mastro, Donna [Mastro.Donna@epa.gov]; Matsumoto, Kimi
[Matsumoto.Kimi@epa.gov]; McConkey, Diane [Mcconkey.Diane@epa.gov]; Meisenbach, Caitlin
[Meisenbach.Caitlin@epa.gov]; Michaels, Lauren [Michaels.Lauren@epa.gov]; Morgan, Jeanette
[Morgan.Jeanette@epa.gov]; Muller, Sheldon [Muller.Sheldon@epa.gov]; Nelson, Karen [nelscn.karen@epa.gov];
Ng, Brian [Ng.Brian@epa.gov]; Nguyen, DucH [Nguyen.DucH@epa.gov]; Nguyen, Quoc [Nguyen.Quoc@epa.gov];
Oeler, Lawrence [Oeler.Lawrence@epa.gov]; Okoye, Winifred [Ckoye. . Winifred@epa.gov]; Orlin, David
[Crlin.David@epa.gov]; Palmer, Karen [Palmer.Karen@epa.gov]; Pastorkovich, Anne-Marie [Pastorkovich.Anne-
Marie@epa.gov]; Payne, James (Jim) [payne.james@epa.gov]; Pettit, Elizabeth (Libby) [pettit.elizabetha@epa.gov];
Portmess, Jessica [Portmess.Jessica@epa.gov]; Roach, Aubree [Roach.Aubree@epa.gov]; Rodman, Sonja
[Rodman.Sonja@epa.gov]; Schaaf, Eric [Schaaf.Eric@epa.gov]; Schramm, Daniel [Schramm.Daniel@epa.gov];
Seidman, Emily [seidman.emily@epa.gov]; Shepherdson, Melanie [Shepherdson.Melanie@epa.gov]; Simons,
Andrew [Simons.Andrew@epa.gov]; Snyder, Doug [Snyder.Doug@epa.gov]; Spina, Providence
[Spina.Providence@epa.gov]; Srinivasan, Gautam [Srinivasan.Gautam@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert
[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Stahle, Susan [Stahle.Susan@epa.gov]; Starfield, Lawrence

[Starfield.Lawrence @epa.gov]; Steinberg, Kayla [steinberg.kayla@epa.gov]; Sullivan, Tim [Sullivan. Tim@epa.gov];
Thompson, Christopher [Thompson.Christopher@epa.gov]; Thrift, Mike [thrift. mike@epa.gov]; Ting, Kaytrue
[Ting.Kaytrue@epa.gov]; Tozzi, Lauren [Tozzi.Lauren@epa.gov]; Tsirigotis, Peter [Tsirigotis.Peter@epa.gov];
Vergeront, Julie [Vergeront.Julie@epa.gov]; Versace, Paul [Versace.Paul@epa.gov]; Vijayan, Abi
[Vijayan.Abi@epa.gov]; Weaver, Susannah [Weaver.Susannah@epa.gov]; Werner, Jacqueline
[Werner.Jacqueline@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Geoffrey [wilcox.geoffrey@epa.gov]; Williams, Christopher
[Williams.Christopher@epa.gov]; Williams, Melina [Williams.Melina@epa.gov]

Air & Radiation Law News for February 23, 2022

February 23, 2022
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iden Urged to Declare ‘Climate Emergency’ to
LUnlock Powers

Progressive Democrats and climate activisis are lobbying the White House o unlock a
suite of executive powers as a response o the indefinitely stalled climate spending
legislation championed by President Joe Biden.

‘Climate Emergency’? Progress has halied on Biden's Build Back Belter Act—and the
more than $550 billion contained within to fight climate change-— due o objections
from Democratic Senators Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Kyrsten Sinema of
Arizona. S0 progressives are launching & new campaign designed o get Biden (o
declare a “climate emergency” to stave off global warming.

Chance o Redirect: The tactic could allow the president to shut down crude oil
exports, suspend offshore drilling, and redirect funding for clean energy projects. “it's
one of the clearest ways to bolster his authority and open up some policy options so he
can meet the moment,” said Rep. Jared Huffman, a California Democrat, one of
several in the Congressional Progressive Caucus urging Biden to use emergency
authority.

Head Mors

Leading the News
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Biden DOJ Appeals Order Blocking Social Cost of Carbon Estimates
& Documents Atlachsd

The Biden administration wanis the Fifth Circuit to undo an order blocking agencies
from using interim estimates on the social costs of greenhouse gas emissions,

Dakota Access Loses Supreme Court Appeal Leaving Future Unclear
The U.5. Supreme Court rejected an appeal by Energy Transfer LP's Dakota Access
Pipeline, letting stand a ruling that required a new federal environmental analysis and
left the pipeline vulnerable {o being shut down. Bead More

Energy Fuels’ Right to Operate Uranium Mine Affirmed by 8th Cir,

& Documents Allached

The U.S. Forest Service could ignore “sunk costs” when i decided that Energy Fuels
Resources holds a valid existing right {0 operate a uranium mine in the Kaibab
National Forest in Arizona, the Ninth Circuit affirmed Tuesday. Head Mors

YW, Audi Face Skepticism in Bid to Nix Emissions Software Sult

& Documents Altached

Some Texas Supreme Court justices on Tuesday challenged Volkswagen AG and
Audi AG’s argument that a state court is not the proper place to hear a lawsuit over the
‘diesel cheat” software update that resulted in a 520 billion settlement with the ERPA.
Read More

Biden Delays Ol Permits as Gasoline Prices Surge on Ukraine {1

The Biden administration has delayed issuing permits for new oil and gas drilling on
federal land, a move that could complicate efforts to tame gasoline prices that are
poised to top 54 per gallon amid the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Head More

‘These Waters Ave Hot”: U8, Auction Opens Up Offshore Wind Rush
Two dozen companies are sel to compete Wednesday to bid on lease areas off the
coasts of New York and New Jersey, as the scramble o erect wind turbines all along

s

Lheveon Case Clled for Ruling Holdup in Hawall Climate Cases
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& Qrder Altached
The Ninth Circuit has placed a hold on an energy industry appeal of two Hawaii climate

cases until a decision is reached in a similar case from a group of California counties,

Antarctic Sea lce Bhrinks 1o Smallest Surface Area on Escorg {1
The Antarclic ice shest has shrunk to the smallest surface ares on record in another

sign that the accelerating pace of climate change is hitting some of the coldest regions
the hardest. Head More

Energy & Natural Resources

EPA Sels Up June 3 Deadline 1o lssue Biofuel-Blending Quotlas
The EFA would be required {o finalize biofuel-blending quotas for 2021 and 2022 by
June 3, under a proposed legal settlement with ethanol advocates. Read More

Top U.S. Fuel Pipeline Hires Cyber Safety Boss Months After Hack
Colonial Pipeline Co., which manages the largest fuel conduit in the U.S., hired g Chief
information Security Officer nine months after a ransomware attack completaly

paralyzed its operations, drove up gasoline prices and sparked shortages at filling
siations along the East Coast. Read More

Deloitte Audits of Southemn Co.'s ‘Clean Coal’ Plant Draws Sult

& Documents Attachad

Deloiite & Touche LLP and Deloitte LLP deceived investors about Southern Co.’s
accounting for and expected completion of its now-abandoned “clean coal” electric

power plant in Mississippi, investors {old a Georgia federal court. Read More

Rockdale Marcellus Files Amendsd Plan, Keeping Case in Chapter 11

& Documents Allached

Shale driller Rockdale Marcelius LLC will liquidate in Chapter 11 after amending it
proposed plan in order 10 address & creditor bid to convert the case to Chapter 7. Head
Mors

itoo Petroleum Retirees Advance Challenoe o Pension Calculation
& Documents Altached
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Citgo Petroleum Corp. must face a proposed class action claiming it shorichanges the
pansions of certain married retirees by calculaling their benefits using cutdated

Contentious Nord Btream £ Gas Pineline Is Dead for Now (1

German Chancslior Olaf Scholz effectively froze the $11-billion link’s approval process
by having the Economic Ministry withdraw its assessment that the project doesn’t pose
a threat {o security of supply. Without that, the operator of the pipeline connecting
Russia to Germany bypassing Ukraine cannot obtain the certification needed to start
operations. Read More

Blackstone Swears OF Oil-Patch Investing, Widening PE’s Relreat
After watching big banks curtaill lending and asset managers pare beis, fossil fusl
producers are now losing access 1o some of Wall Streel’s deepest pockets. Read More

Chart: ilion Plan to

Close Coal F

rookfield Spurned in 814
lants

Australian utility AGL Energy Ltd. rejected a multibillion-dollar takeover bid from
Brookfield Asset Management Inc. and technology billionaire Mike Cannon-Brookes,
who plan to accelerate the closure of the company’s polluting coal-fired power plants.

Reagd More

Air

=PA Walchdog Wil Review Fenceline Monitoring for Befineries

The EPA’s inspeactor general s launching an investigation info air monitoring rules on
the borders of petroleum refineries, according 1o an announcement Tuesday. Raad
More

Louisiana Rubber Plant Settles Alr Toxles Vielations Lawsult
A synthetic rubber manufacturing facility in southwest Louisiana will pay fines and fees
for air monitoring programs to settie a dispule over excess pollutant emissions,

according to a consent decree announced Tuesday. Raad Morg
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Tesla Settles With EPA Over Fremont Clean Alr Act Violations

& Document Atlached

The U.5. Environmental Protection Agency announces a settlement with Tesla Motors
inc. over Clean Air Act violations at their automobile manufacturing plant in Fremont,
California. Read More

|atest News
EPA Rejection Of State Ozone Plans Points To Tough Federal Interstate Rule

EPA s proposing to disapprove the plans of 19 siates to mitigate their interstate ozone emissions, in a move that
would clear the way for the agency to impose much tougher federal measures 1o ensure that states mest 2015
federal ozone standards. FULL STORY

EPA Agrees To June Deadline To Issue Final RFS Volumes For 2021, 2022

EFA has reached a consent decree deal with biofuels advocaies (o issue final rules by June 3 setling bicfusls
blending volumes required under the renewable fuel standard (RFS) for 2021 and 2022, fixing a firm timetable for
the process amid mounting pressure on the agency to also set volumes for 2023 and beyond, when statufory
targets expire. FULL STORY

From Climate Extra

Agencies Halt Key Rules, Decisions In Fallout From Court’s SCC Injunction

The Biden administration is seeking o stay a district courl’s decision {o block agencies from using the social cost
of carbon (SCC) metric in their decisions, saving the injunction has forced officials to halt work on dozens of rules
at EPA and other agencies, as well ag environmental reviews Tor fossil fuel and other projects. FULL 8TORY

Daily Feed

Supreme Court rejects Dakota Access pipeline appeal

The cowrtin a Feb. 22 order denied the Dakota Access Pipeling’s pelition seeking to overturn a lower court’s
holding that required the Army Corps of Engineers to conduct a stringent environmental impact assaessment.
FULEL STORY

Regan: Chicago’s permit denial is ‘what environmental justice looks like’

Chicage's action is at lpast the second time opposition from the Biden EPA has blocked a permit for an industrial
facility after agency action forced the Limetres Bay refinery in the Virgin Islands (o cease operations in 2021,
FULL STORY
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EPA punts ‘once in’ air toxics proposal to September
The delay means a final rule may not be ready until September of 2023, FULL STORY

S

i

_
-

i

Ubraine invasion: Cermany hatts Nord Stream, enerev prices ur
By Jeremy Dillon, E&E News reporter

TOP STORIES

Supreme Court relecta Dakola Access NEPA battle
By Niina H. Farah and Pamela King, E&E News reporters

Interior: These 2,200 names would be better than exdsting slur
By Jennifer Yachnin, E&E News reporter

Interior opinton reversal could doom desert water pipeline
By Michael Doyle, E&E News reporter

POLITICS

Longhime Everglades champion dies
By Hannah Northey, E&E News reporter

Onponents of Pebble mine nlan 81208 TV ad buy
By Jael Holzman, E&E News reporter

NATURAL RESOURCES

National forests nol main source for destructive fives, siudv savs
By Marc Heller, E&E News reporter
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LAW

Firefishters sue gear, PFAS manulachurers over exposures
By Ariel Wittenberg, E&E News reporter

Biden admdn comuments on artificial turf spark FOILA lnwsuit
By E.A. Crunden, E&E News reporter

ENERGY

Enviros urge end to gas drilling near Chaco during leasing freeze
By Heather Richards, E&E News reporter

Explosion at Marathon refinery causes minor injurdes in La.

By Associated Press

AIR AND WATER

EPA seeks stvicter emission rudes for lead batterv makers

By Sean Reilly, E&E News reporter

Chicazo retects car shredder permit after EPA-backed review

By Associated Press

Atlantic carzo ship fire subsides; suspicion falls on EV batteries

By Associated Press

Sewage spill shuts down beaches in Southern Calif,

By Associated Press

WASTES & HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

Ondy 0% of plastic waste is recveled — report

By Ana Faguy, E&E News reporter

FEDERAL AGENCIES

Watchdoz faulls BPA grant management during pandemic

By Kevin Bogardus, E&E News reporter
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STATES

Maine governor adms to add funding 1o feht PFAS

By Associated Press

Wew WV, national navk had record visttation in 2021

By Associated Press

INTERNATIONAL

Locals fret as Colorbia to declare hippos invasive species

By Associated Press

Israel authority backs down from Mount of Olives park plan

By Associated Press

Mount Fina roars again, sends up towering voleanic ash cloud

By Associated Press

How the Russia crisis hils energy, from CO2 o pipelines
By Mike Lee, Miranda Willson and Carlos Anchondo, E&E News reporters

TOP STORIES

What to walch in Bider's first offshore wind auction

By Heather Richards, E&E News reporter

Methane emissions 70% higher than governments sav — report

By Mike Soraghan, E&E News reporter
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Biden unlikely to close Dakota Access after SCOTUS order
By Niina H. Farah, E&E News reporter

TECHNDLOGY

Hackers tareetine wind, solar intensify threat o enersy

By Christian Vasquez, E&E News reporter

FEDERAL AGENCIES

New DOFE threat center boosts ULS, utility defense

By Christian Vasquez, E&E News reporter

ENERGY TRANSITIONS

Loandmark COS partoershin adds oil and gas company
By Camille Bond, E&E News reporter

OlL AND GAS

BP ends ao-vear parinershin with London’s National Portrait Gallery

By Bloomberg

ELECTRICITY

Erhionia starts nartiad power generation from Blue Nile dam

By Associated Press

Sri Lanka imposes nower cuta as cash orisis despens

By Associated Press

Consumers Energy to add electric vehicle charging stations

By Associated Press
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Climate dendal still flourishes on Facebook — report
By Scott Waldman, E&E News reporter

TOP STORIES

Soot speeds snowinelt in Antarctica
By Chelsea Harvey, E&E News reporter

Alrbus aims for test flght of hvdrogen et engine
By John Fialka, E&E News reporter

LAW

Hawail climate case on ice pending resolution of Calif, fieht

By Lesley Clark, E&E News reporter

Methane emissions 70% higher than governments say — report

By Mike Soraghan, E&E News reporter

NATIONAL SECURITY

Former CIA chief Petracus: Don't sleen on climate as a threat

By Daniel Cusick, E&E News reporter

BUSINESS

Chile to be first nation 1o sell sustainabilitv-linked bonds

By Bloomberg

IN THE STATES

Governor: Kv.'s death toll rom December tomadoes now at 80

By Associated Press

INTERNATIONAL
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Brazil's deadly mudslides reflect neglect, climate change
By Associated Press

Irag's second largest lake drving vp. turning up dead fish
By Associated Press

-

NO NEWS ARTICLES FOR TODAY.

The OGC Law Library has temporarily ceased operation of their in-person reference
desk, but service is still available virtually.

If you need reference assistance, please contact the OGC Law Library via Ask a Librarian,
hftps dusepa.servicenowsarvices.com/aal or via ggolibrarviiopa gov.

James H. Jenkins

Headquarters OGC Law Librarian

Contractor-ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS)
oncibrary@epagoy

(202)-564-3971

EPA Library Support During COVID-19 Pandemic

Tell us how we're doing - rate our customer service!
hin e sunveymonkey comdsianalibsurvey
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Message

From: EPA Office of Public Affairs [epa@Bulletinintelligence.com]
Sent: 1/27/2022 12:00:02 PM

To: Bulletin Intelligence [epa@bulletinintelligence.com]
Subject: EPA Daily News Clips for Thursday, January 27, 2022
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Please note that not all resources are subscribed to and not all will be accessible. To access full
articles, being on the VPN will enable you 1o access the resources that the ERA National Library
Network subscribes to {including Inside EPA, E&E News, some Bloomberg content, eic.) The Library
alse subscribes to the New York Times through the ProQuest platform (this link). While the Library doss
not subscribe fo the Washingion Post, EPA employees may subscribe via their epa.gov email address.
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hitps Jepa. bulletinintelligence.comfsubsceribe and enter vour EPA email address.
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inistrator

EPA Announces Environmental Justice Actions In TX, LA, MS.

The AP (1726} reports the EPA on Wednesday announced a number of enforcement actions intended to
“address air pollution, unsafe drinking water and other problems afflicting minonty communities in three
Gulf Coast siates” — Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi — following a “Journey to Justice” {our by
Administrator Michae! Regan last fall.” The agency will "conduct unannounced inspections of chemical
plants, refineries and other industrial sites suspected of poliuting air and water and causing health
problems to nearby residents, Regan said.” And itwill “install alr monitoring equipment in Louisiana’s
‘chemical corridor” 1o enhance enforcement at chemical and plastios plants between New Orleans and
Baton Rouge.” The region containg "several hotspols where cancer risks are far above national levels”

The Washinglon Post (1/28, Fears) reporis the agency is “spearheading the Biden administration’s
push to place environmaental justice at the center of the president’s climate agenda and o undo burdens
placed on Black, Lating, Indigenous and poor communities across the United Stales.”

The Mew York Times (1/26, Friedman) reports Regan said of his tour of the region, “Seeing the situation
for myself, talking directly to community members, it is starlling where we get o this point - the point
where children miss school days because the water isn't safe.” The official “called the environmental
conditions he had witnessed in many parts of the nation ‘unaccepiable in the United States of America.”

The HE (1/28, Budryk) reports Regan said "that while the pilot program would incorporate the three
states that were included on the tour, expansion was possible.” He specifically cited Milwaukee, “where
he and Vice President Harrs traveled earlier this week to toul the administration’s efforts to replace lead

pipes.”

E&E Publishing (1/28, Brugger, Reilly) reports EPA Administrater Michae! Regan said on a call with
reporters Tuesday night, *These aclions are not actions that EPA simply dreamed up, but are in
regponse o what we heard from the communily during the Jourmney to Justice tour and what we've heard
from them since that four.” He said of unannounced inspections of suspected polluters, "We're going to
keep these facilities on their toes, so they are doing their due diligence all the time, not just when there is
a plarned ERPA inspection. When a facility is found 1o be noncompliant, we will use all available tools to
hoid them accountable.”

Reuters {1/26, Volcovict), The Guardian UK} (1726, Laughland), UPE (1/26, Klein), Grist {1/28,
Johnson), Bloomberg BNA (1/26, Scotl), and Law il (Request Article) (1728, Rodriguez) also report,

Regan Discusses New Efforts In Response To Community Needs, CNRESS (1/28) reported
‘some communities in the South have been plagued by air and waler pollution for years may now see
some action from the Environmaeantal Frotaction Agency.” In 8 six-minute interview, EFA Administrator
Michael Regan said, “We've launchad a series of efforls and reactions in direct response (o what the
community members had asked us for. We issued notices of viclations o water facilities that are not
providing good quality drinking water, ... We've required that the Denka facility in Louisiana, which
produces a carcinogenic pollution that we know is detrimental to public health, we required them to do
monitoring. ... We've also given more mongy, more resources o states like Louisiana so that they can
amplify the air guality monitoring that they're doing within their state.”
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WNWO-TVEN (1/26), KVHP-TVES (1/26), WYUE. TV
stations that ran clips from that interview.

F(1/26), and WGMEB-TVES (1/26) are among

EPA To Install Air Quality Monitors in LA Corridor. The Donaldsonville (LA} Chief (1/28,
Tortorich) reports the ERA announced that it will invest $800,000 in air pollution monitoring equipment
“for Louisiana’s parishes along the Mississippl River corridor known to some as ‘Cancer Alley.” Last
June, Ascension Parish President Clint Cointment, St Charles Parigh Fresident Matthew Jewell, and 5t
James Parish President Pete Dufresne sent a lefler to President Biden that said, "Decades of data
compiled by the Louisiana Tumor Registry show that there is no ‘cancer alley in Louisiang.” EPA
Administrator Michae! Regan said in a statement, “In svery community | visited during the Journey 1o
Justice tour, the message was clear - residents have suffered far oo long and local, state, and federal
agencias have to do better. The pollution concerns have been impacting these communities for decades.
Qur actions will begin to help not only the communities | visited on this tour, but also others across the
country who have suffered from environmental injustices.”

EPA Promises improvements in Texas, Help For Houston Residents. The Houston
Chronicle (126, Foxhall) reports EPA “this waek promised sweeping improvemnents in Texas, including
aggressive industry inspections, enhanced air quality monitoring and more effective regulation of
aethylens oxide, & chemical that can cause cancer.” Administrator Michae! Regan said, "This is just the
heginning of EPA’s efforts 1o flip the soript in terms of the unjust conditions underserved communities
face.” Residenis of Kashmere Gardens and Fifth Ward in Houston disagree with the state’s conclusion
that the Union Pacific site in their neighborhood where creosole was used for decade does not present a
risk. KPRE-T {1/28) also reported.

Regan Reiterates Objection To TX Air “Permits By Rule.”

inside EFA (1/28) reports, "EPA Administrator Michas!t Regan is continuing to object to Texas’ issuance
of generic "permits by rule” (FERs) that are incorporated into Clean Air Act Title V operating permits,
handing a win to environmentalists who sought the objection though still falling short of their calls Tor
major policy changes on reviewing the Tille V permits. Over the past few weeks, Regan has found
gnvironmentalists’ petitions for EFA o object to Texas permils at least partially justified in a suile of
cases.”

Relocation Of Gordon Plaza Residents Moves Forward.

Big Easy Magazine {L.4) (1/28) reports New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell issued a statement
YWednesday sayving the city will open bidding within the next two weeks for a third party 1o assess
properiies of Gordon Plaza residents who wish to move out. EPA Administrator Michael S, Regan
announced the same day “that the ERPA will expedite a review of the Gordon Plaza site previously
scheduled for 2023, moving the review to March 20227

Officials Write Regan To Ask For Stricter RMP Rules.

WEFPL-FM Louisville, KY {(1/26, Van Velzer) reports 70 elected officials from 18 states sent a letter to
ERPA Administrator Michael S. Regan “calling for stronger rules to prevent explosions, limit catastrophic
releases, improve accountability and account for the cumulative health impacts of living near industrial
corridors.” The letler says, “We and our constituents are unwilling 1o continue living with the constant
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threat of chemical disasters that could destroy our neighborhoods, businesses, and communities, when
safer chemicals and technologies exist. Injuries, death and disease are not acceptable risks, and our
communities are not sacrifice zones.” The EPA is currently reviewing Risk Management Plan (RMP)
rutes for high-risk facilities.

Jackson Notified Of SDWA Violation.

The AF (1/26, Pettus) raporis the EPA issuad 3 notice this week that the Jackson, MS water system
violates the Safe Drinking Water Act. A spokesman for Mayor Chokwe Antar Lurmnumba said Jackson will
request at least $42 million from Mississippl's federal money for infrastructure improvements and
pandemic relief to use on short-term water system repais. EPA Administrator Michae! Regan visited
Jackson in November “as part of & five-day tour of low-income, mostly minority communities in the
South.”

WAPT.-TY Jackson, MS {1728, Williams) reports Regan will send letters this week to officials “stressing
the imporiance of dedicating federal infrastructure funds, including nearly §79 million from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, 1o address some of the most oritical water nesds.”

& (1/26) also reports.

Backiniop 4

Energy Efficiency Advocates Ask EPA To Propose Changes To Its Heavy
Truck GHG Standards.

Inside EPA (1/28) reports, “Energy efficiency advocates are prassing EPA o propose ‘substantial
changes’ to its current heavy-duty vehicle greenhouse gas standards, including elimination of an slectric
vahicle (EV) credit multiplier, citing concerns that narrower updates would undercut the standards by not
fully accounting for a growing slectrification push. The call from the American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy (ACEEE) comes as EPA is soon expected o float tighter GHG limits for some heavy-
duty vehicle types ~ including school buses, transil vehicles, [and] garbage trucks.”

Global EV Sales Doubled In 2021 To 4.5M Despite Pandemic, Chip
Shortage.

LHN (1/26, Cooban) reporis global electric vehicle (EV) sales more than doublad last vear to 4.5 million
from 2.1 million during 2020, according to LMC Automolive data, “despite turbulent economic conditions
and a severe shortage of computer chips.” EVs accounted for 8.3% of total vehicle sales last year,
reprasenting a threefold increase in market share compared to 2018, LMC Automotive Director of Global
Powertrain Al Bedwell said the chip shortage had “perversely sort of helpad” EV sales. He explained,
*‘Certainly, in Europe and certainty in China.. very often it was the low emission, new generation of
slectric vehicles that got prioritized, because they're the ones that were needed.”
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Carbon Tax Schemes Remain A Political Challenge In US.

The Atlantic (1/28, Meyer) says that despile support from thousands of economists, “carbon-price
schemes have no near-lerm chance of passage in the United States.” Carbon pricing “presenis an
unusually difficul! political challenge, because it marries very salient costs (all fossil-fuel costs go up, for
averyone) to somewhat opague benefits.” In the past few years, carbon tax advocates “have proposed a
iwist meant to bypass those obstacles.” Under 8 schame known as a revenue-neutral carbon price, “the
government laxes avery ton of carbon pollution but, instead of using that money, simply retums it o
axpayers as a payment.” This waek, a group of researchers “published the first major study of whether a
revenue-neutral carbon price actually increases support for climate policy.” The researchers didn't find
conclusive svidence that rebates increase people’s support for carbon pricing.

Us Oil States Look To Claim Oversight Of Carbon Capture Wells To Speed
Up Permits.

Reuters {1/26, Hampton) reports top oil-producing US states “are trying to wrest oversight of carbon
capture wells from federal regulators, hoping to speed the off industry's preferred approach to combating
climate warming amid calls for limils on fossil fuel production.” States including Texas and Louisiana
“want 1o take over permit reviews and enforcement authority, also known as primacy, from the UG,
Environmental Protection Agency (EPAY for gresnhouse gas storage sites. North Dakota “won oversight
in 2018 and issued s first permit last year after an sight-month review.”

Backinton 4

Opinion: With EPA On Board, Time For Texas Regulators To Step Up On
Environment.

in an op~ed for the Houston Chronicle (1/26), Kashmere Gardens Super Neighborhood Prasident Keith
Downey says the new EPA effort comes as a relief to Gulf Coast residents, whose air and water quality
concems have gone unanswerad for years. Now, "we need the state to step up, too.” The Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality is “much closer o these issues” than federal actors, and it is their
duty to “work with us and treal our communities the way they want theirs 1o be ireated.”

Researcher: Biden Should Reassess His Approach To Climate Action.

In an op-ed for The Hill (1/28), American Enterprise Instituie nonresident senior fellow James Coleman
argues that "high oil, gas and electricity prices are threatening to derail President Bider’s commitmant {o
climate agetion.” Coleman writes that the Biden Administration *has been following the typical pattern of
LS. action on climate matters,” providing more funding for renewable energy, demanding emissions
reductions, and raising “roadblocks for high-profile parts of the traditional energy supply chain.” Coleman
contends that “a better approach would be a modest US. carbon price that automatically raichets up
with increasing regulation in rading partners such as Europe and Canada.” This, he says, would
*smooth, rather than snarl, global supply chains and provide a global glide path to cleaner energy.”
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Backiniop 4

ssues

Official Says FERC Focused On NGA Provisions.

Inside EPA (1/28) reports, “Federal Energy Regulatory Commission {FERC) member Allison Clements
() says the commission s focusad on changes o how i determines if a natural gas project is needed’
under the Natural Gas Act (NGA), including whether to include first-ime climate reviews in that decision
rather than relying largely on available contracts.”

Clean Energy Fuels Signs Agreement To Expand RNG Network.

BEP Global Platts {128, MeGurty) reports Clean Energy Fuels “has signed a dsal with one of the
largest US dairy farmers to provide an additional 5 million gallons of low carbon renewable natural gas
as it seeks to expand its RNG fueling network, the company said in a Jan. 26 statemeant.” Under the
agreement, “Clean Energy Fuels will bulld a methane capturs digester at Millenkamp Dairy, located in
Jerome, Idaho, to produce the renswable natural gas which will then be shipped to California.” In their
statement, Clean Energy Fuels officials said, “The project is expected to provide an anticipated 5 million
gallons of very low carbon-intensity RNG annually, which will flow into Clean Energy’s fuel network, The
Millenkamp project will be developed through Clean Energy’s joint veniure with bp”

Former Democratic Senators Join Pro-Natural Gas Group.

The Hill (1/26, Frazin) repors “Former Democoratic senators Heidi Heitkamp (N.DY and Mary Landrieu
{l.a.} are joining a group that promotes natural gas.” Natural Allies for a Clean Energy Future “said the
ax-senators would be joining its leadership council, which seeks o promote the use of the fossil fusl in
the energy transition.” In an interview, Meitkamp said she’ll be working to “changing hearts and minds of
paople in the climate movement” so that they develop a more favorable view toward natural gas.
Landrieyu, meanwhile, "said they'd be more focused on supporting natural gas generally than on honing
it on specific policies or ideasg.”

ACC Votes Against Carbon-Free Energy Proposal.

The Arizonas Republic (1728, Randazzo) reports the Arizona Corporation Commission voled 3-2
Wednesday against 8 proposal that would have required the state use 100% carbon-free energy. The
proposal “‘would have updated the Renewable Energy Standard and Tarnff that an all-Republican
commission passed in 2006 and that requires ulililies o get 15% of their power from renswables by
2025, as well as the 2010 energy-efficiency requirements for ulilities to use efficiency measures to mest
22% of their energy demand by 20207 In a statement, ACC member Jim O'Connor said, " have
repeatedly asked myself if the proposed energy rules are necessary at this time.” O'Connor added, ¥
have concluded the ulililies are serious and sincere with their commitments o clean energy. ... | see they
face pressures, some helpful, some unhelpful, from a variety of sources, including from Wall Street and
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from the federal govarmment. | have concluded they do not need these state-level anergy rules at this
fime, which impose risks for ratepayers.”

The AP (1727, Christie) reports Arizona Public Service (APS) “said it would stick 1o its vow to have 100%
clean power by 2050 despite the rules package being defeated.” In a statement, APS officials said, “We
recognize that clean, reliable and affordable energy is essential to Arizona’s fulure”

Los Angeles City Council To Weigh Taking Steps To Halt New Oil And Gas
Wells.

The Los Angeles Dally News (1/25, Grigoryvants) reports the Los Angeles City Council on Wednesday
“will consider taking steps toward halling new oif and gas wells in the city, and sventually phasing out
axisting oil and gas drilling sites as well.” The council will consider “multiple recommaendations and
potentially direct staff to draw up two ordinances that would sventually phase out such operations
entirely.” Ol industry officials “condemned the proposals, calling them Hlegal and unconstitutional — and
bad for the sconomy.” The AP (1728, Costley) reports similarly.

Lawsuit Says US Government Agencies Fail To Protect Marine Life From
Oil.

The AP (1/26) reports the Center for Biological Diversity “says in a lawsuil that the U5, govermnment
failed to protect endangered whales and other animals by underestimating the potential for an ol spill
like a recent crude pipeling leak off California’s coast” The conservation group “filed a lawsuit in federal
couwrt Wednesday saying Interior Depariment agencies and the National Marine Fisharies Service didnt
ensure offshore ol and gas production wouldn't jeopardize endangered and threatened species in
accordance with US, law.” In Qctober 2021, “an ofishore pipsline leaked 25,000 gallons (94,800 liters)
of crude into the waters off Southern California.”

Backiniop 4

cience

Study Finds Gas Stoves Leak Methane Even While Turned Off.

The New York Times (1/27, Zhong) reports, "Gas stoves leak significant amounts of methane when
they are being ignited and even while they are turned off, according to a new report, adding to the
growing debate over the effects of gas-powered appliances on human health and climate change.” The
study was "basad on measurements from cooklops, ovens and broilers in 53 homes in California” and
‘estimated thal stoves emit between 0.8 and 1.3 percent of the natural gas they consume as unburmed
methans, a potent greenhouse gas.” Furthermore, “during the course of a typical year, three-quarters of
these smissions occur when the devices are shut off, the study showed, which could suggest leaky
fittings and connections with gas service lines.” In a 20-year-period, “emissions from stoves across the
United States could be having the same sffect in heating the planet as half a million gas-powered cars,
the study estimated.”
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The Washington Post (1727, Joselow) reports, "The findings come as scientists and climate activists
have increasingly urged homeowners to switch to all-electric stoves, water bollers and other appliances,
gven ag the natural gas industry fights in New York and across the country 1o keep the signature blue
flames of gas-burning stoves as a staple in American homes.”

MER (1/27, Brady) also reports.

Stain- And Water-resistant Products Plagued By PFAS: Study.

The HE {1/28, Udasin) reports, "A wide range of products ~ from hiking pants o matiress pads — labeled
as stain- or waler-resistant tend to conigin toxic substances known as forever chemicals,” a new report
has found.” The report analyzed 60 products from 10 major retailers and “identified per- and
pobvfluoroalikyl substances (PFASY in 72 percent of the 47 items marked as stain- or water-resistant.”
Researchers “also found that all products that were not marketed as stain- or water-resistant were
PFAS-free.” Study author and Toxic-Free Fulure Science Direclor Erika Schreder said, “Our testing finds
continued, unnecessary use of the toxic chemicals known as PFAS in outdoor clothing and home
furnishings like bedding and tablecloths”

Backinton 4

SIO Says TSCA Chemicals Office Changes Will Take Time.

inside EPA (128 reports, "‘During 8 Jan, 25 presentation at the Toxicology Forum's annual winter
meeting, Francesca Grifo, EPA’s scientific integrity officer, told atiendees”™ that the agency "is slated to
update its scientific integrity policies by the end of 2022 as part of an administration-wide push on the
subject, but the agency’s science integrity officer is warning that remedying alleged violations at the
TSCA new chemicals office will be a lengthier process, as they stem from deep-seated conditions that
‘don’t change miraculously overnight.”™

Back v top &

Toxics

EPA Reaffirms EtO Findings, Opening Way To Stricter Regulation.

Inside EFA (1/28) reports, “EPA is reaffirming its key 2018 finding that the indusiral solvent ethylene
oxide (E1O} is much more harmful than previously thought, and rejecting an aliemative assessment by
Texas that downplayed health risks, clearing the way for tougher air toxics reguiations in several seciors
including commercial sterilizers and chemical manufacturing.”
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Inside EPA (1/28) reports, “EPA's justreleased proposal (o reaffirm its use of a key agency risk
assessment for ethylens oxide (EtO) in chemical sector air regulation and reject 3 weaker Texas
alternalive avoids addressing broad concems raised by environmentialists, promoting fresh calls for
ougher monitoring and other action 1o strengthen EPA's air toxics program.”

Backiniop 4

Shareholder Climate Activism Poised To Accelerate In 2022.

Bloomberg (1/28, Quinson) reports shareholder climate activism likely will accelerate further in 2022,
*said Rob Du Bo¥f, senior ESG analyst at Bloomberg intelligence.” Major companies will be impacied by
the “more than nine campaigns hased on environmental or social issues” that are currently underway.
Bloomberg says the efforls “are getting more aggressive with investors pressing big companias to do
avarything from reallocate capital and shrink carbon footprints to overhaul management teams.” The
Wall Street Journal (Request Ardicle) (1726} says activist investors offen will have {o choose betwesn
making a difference and making a profit, however,

Backioiop &

southside Recycelin

UIC Dean, Hundreds Of Cosigners Ask Mayor Not To Grant Southside
Recycling Permit.

South Side Weekly (1/28) reports "earlier this month” UIC School of Public Health Dean Wayne H. Gilas
sent a letter to Chicago May Lori Lightfoot asking her {0 deny a permit to Southside Recycling. The letter
was cosigned by “sight elected and City officials, sixty-nine organizations, and 754 individuals.”

Back iolop &
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Message

From: OGClibrary [OGCLibrary@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/27/2020 4:21:06 PM

To: Anderson, Lea [anderson.lea@epa.gov]; Anderson, Steve [Anderson.Steve@epa.gov]; Aranda, Amber
[aranda.amber@epa.gov]; Averback, Jonathan [Averback.Jochathan@epa.gov]; Belser, Evan [Belser.Evan@epa.gov];
Bianco, Karen [Bianco.Karen@epa.gov]; Branning, Amy [Branning. Amy@epa.gov]; Bunker, Byron
[bunker.byron@epa.gov]; Cozad, David [Cozad.David@epa.gov]; Davis, Julian [davis.julian@epa.gov]; Dickinson,
David [Dickinson.David@epa.gov]; Doster, Brian [Doster.Brian@epa.gov]; Dubey, Susmita [dubey.susmita@epa.gov];
Froikin, Sara [Froikin.Sara@epa.gov]; Graham, Cheryl [Graham.Cheryl@epa.gov]; Hoffman, Howard
[hoffman.howard@epa.gov]; Hogan, Stephanie [Hogan.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Igoe, Sheila [Igoe.Sheila@epa.gov];
Jordan, Scott [Jordan.Scott@epa.gov]; Kaplan, Robert [kaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Kataoka, Mark
[Kataoka.Mark@epa.gov]; Klepp, Robert [Klepp.Robert@epa.gov]; Lee, Michael [lee.michaelg@epa.gov]; Mackey,
Cyndy [Mackey.Cyndy@epa.gov]; Manners, Mary [manners.mary@epa.gov]; Marks, Matthew
[Marks.Matthew@epa.gov]; McConkey, Diane [Mcconkey.Diane@epa.gov]; Morgan, Jeanette
[Morgan.Jeanette@epa.gov]; Muller, Sheldon [Muller.Sheldon@epa.gov]; Nguyen, Quoc [Nguyen.Quoc@epa.gov];
Adair, Jocelyn [Adair.Jocelyn@epa.gov]; Okoye, Winifred [Okoye. Winifred@epa.gov]; Orlin, David
[Orlin.David@epa.gov]; Pastorkovich, Anne-Marie [Pastorkovich.Anne-Marie@epa.gov]; Rodman, Sonja
[Rodman.Sonja@epa.gov]; Schaaf, Eric [Schaaf.Eric@epa.gov]; Senn, John [Senn.John@epa.gov]; Smith, Kristi
[Smith.Kristi@epa.gov]; Snyder, Doug [Snyder.Doug@epa.gov]; Srinivasan, Gautam [Srinivasan.Gautam@epa.gov];
Stahle, Susan [Stahle.Susan@epa.gov]; Starfield, Lawrence [Starfield.Lawrence@epa.gov]; Thrift, Mike
[thrift.mike@epa.gov]; Tierney, Jan [tierney.jan@epa.gov]; Ting, Kaytrue [Ting.Kaytrue@epa.gov]; Tsirigotis, Peter
[Tsirigotis.Peter@epa.gov]; Versace, Paul [Versace.Paul@epa.gov]; Werner, Jacqueline
[Werner.Jacqueline@epa.gov]; Wilcox, Geoffrey [wilcox.geoffrey@epa.gov]; Williams, Melina
[Williams.Melina@epa.gov]; Williamson, Timothy [Williamson.Tim@epa.gov]; Blake, Wendy
[Blake.Wendy®@epa.gov]; Schramm, Daniel [Schramm.Daniel@epa.gov]; Vergeront, Julie [Vergeront.julie@epa.gov];
Tozzi, Lauren [Tozzi.Lauren@epa.gov]; Pilchen, Zach [Pilchen.Zach@epa.gov]; Skinner-Thompson, Jonathan [Skinner-
Thompscn.Jonathan@epa.gov]; Vijayan, Abi [Vijayan.Abi@epa.gov]; Caballero, Kathryn
[Caballero.Kathryn@epa.gov]; Thompson, Christopher [Thompson.Christopher@epa.gov]; Williams, Christopher
[Williams.Christopher@epa.gov]; Michaels, Lauren [Michaels.Lauren@epa.gov]; Nguyen, DucH
[Nguyen.DucH@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov]; Charlton, Tom [Charlton. Tom@epa.gov];
Kulschinsky, Edward [Kulschinsky Edward@epa.gov]; Portmess, Jessica [Portmess.Jessica@epa.gov]; Kryman,
Matthew [Kryman.Matthew@epa.gov]; Greenglass, Nora [Greenglass.Nora@epa.gov]; Spina, Providence
[Spina.Providence@epa.gov]; Palmer, Karen [Palmer.Karen@epa.gov]; Seidman, Emily [seidman.emily@epa.gov];
Conrad, Daniel [conrad.daniel@epa.gov]; OGC NFO FEAT [OGC_NFO_FEAT@epa.gov]; Hindin, David
[Hindin.David@epa.gov]; Sullivan, Tim [Sullivan. Tim@epa.gov}]; Carrillo, Andrea [Carrillo.Andrea@epa.gov];
Krallman, John [krallman.john@epa.gov]; Mastro, Donna [Mastro.Donna@epa.gov]; Ng, Brian [Ng.Brian@epa.gov];
Li, Ryland {Shengzhi) [Li.Ryland@epa.gov]; Kodish, leff [Kodish. Jeff@epa.gov]; Dugan, Brett [Dugan.Brett@epa.gov];
Buchsbaum, Seth [buchsbaum.seth@epa.gov]; iddings, Brianna [Iddings.Brianna@epa.gov]; Knapp, Kristien
[Knapp.Kristien@epa.gov]; Nelson, Karen [nelson.karen@epa.gov]; Bodine, Susan [bodine.susan@epa.gov];
Shepherdson, Melanie [Shepherdson.Melanie@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert [Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Vovyles,
Travis [Voyles.Travis@epa.gov]; Meisenbach, Caitlin [Meisenbach.Caitlin@epa.gov]; Oeler, Lawrence
[Oeler.Lawrence@epa.gov]; Steinberg, Kayla [steinberg.kayla@epa.gov]; Payne, James [payne.james@epa.gov]
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Highlights

LEADING THE NEWS

California Citles Can Push Climate Cases Against Big Ol 4
By Elien M Gdlmer and Malathi Navak

California cities and counties cleared an important hurdie in their legal fight to
get major oil companies including BP Plc, Exxon Mobil Corp. and Chevron
Corp. to pay tens of billions of doliars to deal with the effecis of climate
change.

Court Strikes Trump Sage Grouse Plan, Cancels Montana Ol
Leases

By Bobby Magil

A Montana federal judge tossed out 440 oll and gas leases in greater sage-
grouse habitat in Montana and Wyoming, saying the Bureau of Land
Management failed to follow its own plans for protecting the chicken-sized bird.

AIR, WATER, AND WASTE

Water, Highway Bills Among Must-Pass Legislation, Hover Savs
By Kellie Lunney
House Democrats will focus this summer on passing essential legisiation,

including the Water Resources Development Act, g highway reguthorization
bill, and appropriations measures, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said
Tuesday.

CORONAVIRUS

EREATs Higoest Union Fushes Back Against Aoency's Heonenin
Blans
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By &tephen Les
The EPA's biggest union is pushing back against the agency’s plans to start
the process that could lead to reopening some of its offices.

Coronavirus Adds to Health Risks of Alling 917 Responders
By Keshia Clukey

Michasl Hollander has prostate cancer, thymus cancer, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, asthma, and has had a piece of his heart removed — gl
linked to his emergency medical response to the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11,
2001,

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Cuomo Calls for Canada-to-NYC Power Line to Deliver Clean

By Wil Wade
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo is calling for new power lines from upstate

and Canada to reinvigorate the state’s ravaged economy and promote clean
energy.

eneray Fuels’ Mining Near Grand Canvon Gets Approval to
Restart

By Maya Barls

The U.5. Forest Service properly determined that Energy Fuels Resources Inc.
had "valid existing rights” for its mine located near the Grand Canyon and
could therefore resume mining operations, an Arizona federal court ruled.

Energy West Owes Miners' Pension $115 Million After Withdrawal
By Jackiyn Wille

Energy West Mining Co. owes more than $115 million in pension liabilities after
shutting down its Utah coal-mining operations and withdrawing from the United
Mine Workers of America 1974 Pension Plan, the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia ruled.

sgn

Wisconsin Utility Alms to Quadruple State’s Solar-Power
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By Christopher Martin
Alliant Energy Corp., a Wisconsin utility owner, plans {0 quadruple the state’s
solar-power capacity as it prepares to close an aging coal plant.

Nuclear Fusion Startup Gets $84 Million o Enter Next Phase

By Akshat Rathi

U.5. clean-energy startup, Commonwealth Fusion Systems, raised an
additional $84 million from major investors in Europe and Asia, underscoring
that the appetite remains to back new technologies which could mitigate
climate change.

Court Refuses to Revive Obama-Bra Coal Leasing NMoratorium
By Elien M Gilmer and Bobby Magilt

A federsl court won't reinstate an Obama-era moratorium on naw coal
leasing—at least for now.

Horealis Wins Reversal in Sult Over Buvout of Hunt's Oncor

Staks
By Mike Leonard

Borsalis Power Holdings Inc., not Sempra Energy, has the right to buy Hunt
Consolidated Inc.'s tisbreaking state in a partial parent of Texas's largest utility,
Delaware's top court ruled, reversing a Chancery Court judgs.

ENERGY BRIEFING: Energy Watchdog Sees Global Ol Demand
Reboung

By Jachary Sherwood and Brianna Jackson
(lobal oil consumption hasn’t peaked, the head of the International Energy
Agency wamned, throwing cold water on hopes the coronavirus will cap

demand and reduce climate-changing emissions.

CLIMATE

Cornell Won’t Put Monsy in New Private Fossil Fuel Invesiments
By Janet Lorin

Cornell University’s endowment is putting a moratorium on new private
investments focused on fossil fuels and plans (o expand its holdings in
alternative-energy technologies.
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AROUND THE GLOBE

Top OUrone Polluter China on Track to Iimplement Global
Agreement

By Michas! Standasrt
China’s environmental authority has released a draft update of regulations that

aim o ease out hydrofluorocarbons production and use in the world's {op
producer of the potent greenhouse gases.

Germany Sued Over Falling to Conlrol Harmiul Alr Pollutants
By Akshat Rathi

The German government was sued by environmental activists over its failure

to tackie harmtul air pollutants.

Hydrogen Primed for Key Role in World’s Greenest Stimulus
Plan
By Bwa Hruhowsks and Vanesss Dezem

Europe is betling on emissions-free electricity for big industry in i3 economic
recovery package, drafting measures {0 scale up the production of hydrogen.

Cskom Plan to Skip Polivtion Eauloment Not Legally Feasible
By Antony Sguasein

Eskom Holdings Lid.’s desire to avoid spending 42 billion rand ($2.4 billion)
reducing sulfur dioxide emissions at one of its largest power plants isn't legally

feasible, according to the country’s environmental affairs department.

Lutthansa Ballout Comes With No New Climate Strinas Atlached
By Willlam Witkes

Germany’s multi-billion euro bailout of Deuische Lufthansa AG may cost the

aline some precious awport siots, bul one thing it wor't have {0 do is meet any
new environmental rules.

INSIGHT

INSIGHT: What's at Stake in BEP&s MATS Finding Reversal
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The EPA’s recent rule concemning the Mercury and Alr Toxics Standards
(MATS) determines it's not necessary to regulate “hazardous air poliutants”
{(HAPs) from power plants. Ballard Spahr's Brendan Collins says the agency's
action has pleased no one and that MATS will likely remain in effect while
litigation plays out.

INSIGHTS: Litigation Finance Could Be a Lifeline Durin
FPandemic
The coronavirus pandemic and its recession is hitting the legal industry hard,

and firms are bracing for furloughs, layoffs, hiring freezes, and other adverse
economic impacts. Eva Shang and Robbie Li of litigation funding firm Legalist
say litigation finance can provide unique and critical support for the industry.

COURTS AND LAW

Judaes Welgh Blaoer Rooms, Cleaner Mics as Jury Trials Hestart
By Matthew Bultrman and Masve Allsup

Federal courts in some parts of the country have prepared for a cautious

reboot of jury trials in civil lawsuits—equipped with disinfectant, measuring
tapes, and exira jurors.

%‘;

ors of Inside EPA

Redefining EPA

Overhauling an agency and its mission
https://insideepa.com/agency-at-a-crossroads

Inside EPA’s Clean Air Report, 05/28/2020
hitps://insideepa.com/newsletters/clean-air-report

latest News

EPA Union Officials Oppose Wheeler's Plan To Begin Reopening Offices
Officials with the American Federation of Government Employess (AFGE), the union representing the majority of
EFPA employees, are strongly opposing Administrator Andrew Wheeler's announcement that the agency will begin a

phased reopening in three of its 10 regions after the coronavirus pandemic closed all agency offices in March.
FULL 8TORY
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In Another Win For Cities, 9th Circuit Routes Climate Suits To State Court

The U.8. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit is handing city and county governmenis another victory in their series
of climate nuisance lawsuits against ofl majors, finding that two cases seeking damages from the companies belong
in California state court where the local governments first filed them. FULL 8TORY

Attorney Seeks Eased EPA Permitting For CCUS As Oil Woes Shift Focus

The coronavirus-related disruption to oll markais might force carbon capture projects o focus less on enhanced oil
recovery (EOR) to store captured emissions and more on “non-producing” storage options, according to one
industry atiorney, arguing the dynamic should spur EPA (o ease iis rules for such projects. FULL STORY

Daily Feed

DTE inks NSR pact requiring coal plant retirements

The deal resolves alleged Clean Air Act permitting viclations, but the Trump administration reportedly refused to join
a legal settlement requiring the Michigan utility to shutter a coal plant. FULL STORY

Ewire: Judge says new suit needed over coal leasing NEPA review

in ioday's Ewire: Environmentalists must file a new lawsuit if they hope to challenge the Interior Department’s
environmenial review of its decision 1o lift an Ohama-era coal leasing moratorium. FULL STORY

Environment Next

S&P launches ESG scoring metric to guide investors’ priorities

The credit rating firm S&P is launching a system for scoring companies’ environmental, social and governance
(ESG) performance, a move it says will help investment firms and individual investors prioritize funding sustainable
companies in g sign of broader marke! trends toward that practice. FULL 8TORY

States lead court fight against Trump. They're winning

REGULATIONS
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Democratic Altormneys General
frump admin

The Trump administration's aggressive deregulatory agenda has run full-speed into a blockade set by Democratic
attorneys general.

Led by New York and California, the states have challenged virtually every effort by EPA and other agencies to walk back
Obama-era rules like the Clean Power Plan and Clean Water Rule.

And they are winning.

Republican attorneys general similarly sued over many rules that came out of Obama's EPA. But the Democrats have
filed significantly more lawsuits, and they have been more successful — winning 80% of the cases thus far, according to
an analysis of the challenges, which often take years to work their way through the courts.

The cases often draw the support of 15 to 20 Democratically led states, and they are typically helmed by New York
Attorney General Letitia James and California Attorney General Xavier Becerra.

Becerra said there are differences between the current strategy and what Republicans did during the Obama
administration.

"Part of it has nothing to do with California or Democratic AGs," he told E&E News. "It has to do with an administration
hellbent on taking us back to the 20th century."

The states’ "strongest allies," Becerra said, are "facts, science and the law."

The second difference: "We're winning, and we are winning at a much better clip than Republican AGs ever did under
President Obama."

Becerra has sued the administration 81 times on a wide range of issues, including immigration and health care. But more
than half of the lawsuits have challenged environment and energy policies. James, who took office last year, has also
spearheaded many multistate lawsuits and has pressed EPA to act on smog-forming pollution that crosses state lines.
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"l am offended by the regressive policies of this administration — policies that threaten the air that we breathe, the water
that all of us enjoy," James said in an interview.

Multistate lawsuits launched by Democratic attorneys general have seen an 80% win rate against the Trump
administration in court, according to data compiled by Paul Nolette, an associate professor at Marquette University.

They have notched wins on issues including regulating methane emissions from landfills, ozone air standards, and key
water and endangered species regulations. But they don't always succeed; the states were rebuffed in a challenge to
Trump's 2017 "two for one" executive order that required two regulations to be nixed for every new one issued (E&E News
P, Dec. 20, 2019).

States and environmental groups also lost their challenge to EPA's initial decision to revise the Obama-era car rules, but
they are regrouping for a lawsuit over the subsequent rollback (Greenwire, Oct. 25, 2019).

By comparison, Republican attorneys general — often led by Texas — won about 60% of their cases against the Obama
administration, said Nolette, the author of "Federalism on Trial: State Attorneys General and National Policymaking in
Contemporary America."

"AGs win a lot," he said. "They win more than they lose."

One reason for that success, Nolette said, is that states can band together to pick the most favorable forums for their
lawsuits. The most popular venues: the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California and the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of New York.

Those benches generally remain friendly to environmental claims — even after three years' worth of judicial appointments
by President Trump, Nolette said.

Others noted that while Obama was far to the left on certain issues — such as regulating methane and carbon dioxide —
he wasn't as extreme as the Trump administration has been with its deregulatory agenda.

"The difference here is the Trump administration has been very, very aggressive not only in what it rolls back, but how
much it has rolled back," said Mark Ryan, a former Clean Water Act attorney in EPA's Region 10.

"There is a lot more low-hanging fruit," he said.

Legacy of advocacy

New York and California have long histories of progressive environmental policies, and the efforts of James and Becerra
carry forward that legacy.

James, the first woman of color to serve as New York attorney general, was elected in 2018 and stepped into an office
with a rich history of advocacy that began when the state led challenges of EPA's deregulatory efforts in the 1980s,
Nolette said.

The state is also often involved in Clean Air Act litigation because it is located downwind of pollution generated in the
Midwest, he said.

Similarly, California has enacted more progressive policies than the federal government on a host of issues, especially air
pollution.

Becerra was appointed California's attorney general in 2017 by former Gov. Jerry Brown (D), then was elected statewide
the following year. The post has been a political launching pad in the state; Brown and his father, Gov. Pat Brown (D),
held the job, as has Sen. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.).

Becerra also has proved he has political chops. He's long been considered a rising star in the Democratic Party. Before
becoming attorney general, he served in the House, eventually becoming chairman of the Democratic caucus.
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He was blunt when asked why the courts — and not Congress — have emerged as the primary venue to fight the Trump
administration.

"Facts, science and the law still predominate in the courts,” he said, "unlike in Congress."

'Special solicitude’

Blue states' lawsuits against the Trump administration often accompany similar challenges brought by envircnmental
groups like the Sierra Club or the Natural Resources Defense Council.

But states' claims carry extra heft in court, a fact the Supreme Court recognized in the watershed environmental case
Massachusetts v. EPA, which said EPA could regulate greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean Air Act. The opinion,
written by Justice John Paul Stevens, said states enjoyed "special solicitude" in court.

"States have special status not only in protecting the interests of their citizens but also because they have a primary
responsibility for the environment in their states," said David Hayes, a former Interior Department official during the Clinton
and Obama administrations who now leads the State Energy & Environmental Impact Center at New York University
School of Law.

The special standing enjoyed by states was on full display last week in a legal battle over the Trump administration's
efforts to overhaul implementation of the Endangered Species Act.

A federal court rejected a bid by government attorneys to toss the states' case on grounds they lacked standing but asked
environmental groups like the Center for Biological Diversity to do more work to demonstrate how they would be harmed
by the administration's actions (Greenwire, May 19).

For environmentalists, the increased effort by the states is a welcome development.

"Finally, Democratic AGs are saying they have a role to play,” said Jen Pelz, director of WildEarth Guardians' Wild Rivers
Program.

Others cautioned against giving the Demaocratic attorneys general too much credit.

"They are just clearly expressing increasingly the red-blue divide among states,"” said Tony Francois, a senior attorney
with the conservative, California-based Pacific Legal Foundation.

"It's important when looking at a phenomenon like that — active and coordinated work by groups of states —
evenhandedly," he said.

'Force multiplier’
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Nolette's data shows that, indeed, both blue and red states have been active in challenging policies from administrations
of the opposing party.

But the pace has accelerated dramatically. The number of state lawsuits rose during the George W. Bush era, then ticked
up again during the Obama years.

During the Trump administration, the number of lawsuits has nearly doubled.

James said the attorneys general have regular conference calls to decide who should take the lead on a particular lawsuit.
Often, New York or California assumes the top slot in a multistate challenge, but other states, like Massachusetts and
Washington, have taken leading roles in actions related to Endangered Species Act and National Environmental Policy
Act regulations.

"When you have multiple states weighing in strongly on the same issue, it's a force multiplier," said Hayes, who in his
current role promotes litigation by states against the Trump administration.

"It's impressive when you have some of the largest and most important states in our economy all weighing in with a single
voice on matters of national importance," Hayes said.

What will 2020 hold?

As President Trump wraps up his term, his administration continues to churn cut new federal rules.

Democratic state attorneys general say they stand ready to sue over all of those actions — particularly recent Clean Air
Act rollbacks that come as the nation is gripped by the spread of a respiratory virus.

"People are dying from this pandemic, individuals with respiratory problems, and a lot of their respiratory problems are
exacerbated by the air quality,” said James. "To roll back all the progress that we've made in this nation under the
previous administration is one of my reasons for my commitment to justice.”

If presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden beats Trump in the election, the states' legal strategy would likely undergo
a dramatic shift.

For now, though, blue states are focused on building their cases in court. New York recently spearheaded a challenge of
the administration's new definition of which waterways and wetlands are subject to Clean Water Act protections, and more
lawsuits are expected as the agencies rush to lock in final rules before the end of the year.

Hayes of the State Impact Center noted that the administration's late rollout of so many of its signature rules is due in part
to states' success in fighting early efforts to repeal or delay Obama-era rules.

"lt's been a huge victory for the AG community that we're now at the end of the term and only now are final rules going
into place," he said.

"And guess what?" Hayes said. "The AGs are right at the courthouse door to stop their replacement rules.”

INTERIOR

Judge nixes NEPA case but invites more coal leasing lawsuits

Niina H. Farah, E&E News reporter
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Published: Tuesday, May 26, 2020

& federad udyge iy Montans tossad & lawsuit over whether the Bureau of Land i gemant has done enough o anglyze the
conseguences of reversing an Ohama-era moraturium on weal leasing.

This story was updated at 2:05 p.m. EDT.

A federal judge has jettisoned a lawsuit seeking to reinstate an Obama-era moratorium on coal leasing on public lands but
left the door open to further litigation.

Chief Judge Brian Morris for the U.S. District Court for the District of Montana rejected arguments from green groups,
tribes and states that the Bureau of Land Management should have done more to analyze the environmental impacts of
allowing coal leasing to resume under a 2017 order from former Interior Department Secretary Ryan Zinke.

Morris previously ruled that BLM violated the National Environmental Policy Act by not conducting an analysis of the
effects of reversing course on coal leasing and ordered BLM to conduct some assessment of environmental effects from
the decision. The judge, an Obama appointee, did not specify what type of analysis was required.

On Friday, Morris agreed with the agency and intervenors in the case that the agency's decision to conduct an
environmental assessment (EA) and issue a finding of no significant impact (FONSI), rather than release a more rigorous
environmental impact statement, was sufficient.

He said the circumstances of the case did not warrant tossing the Zinke order.

"Federal Defendants have remedied the violation specified in the Court's Order (failure to initiate NEPA analysis) and any
challenge to the EA and the FONSI is not appropriately before the Court,"” wrote Morris. "Plaintiffs remain free to file a
complaint to challenge the sufficiency of the EA and FONS! and the issuance of any individual coal leases."

The decision came after Citizens for Clean Energy, the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and other challengers sought to make
the case that a programmatic environmental impact statement (PEIS) was necessary to address the agency's NEPA
violation when it overturned the moratorium put in place by former Interior Secretary Sally Jewell.

The temporary hold was meant to remain in place as the agency conducted the review of its entire coal leasing program.
The Trump administration scrapped the PEIS before it could be completed.

While the groups maintained that the scope of the agency's review of its decision should have been broader, they did not
directly challenge the analysis within the EA. They said that scrapping the Zinke order would result in a renewed hold on
coal leasing, an argument the Trump administration rejected (Energywire, May 14).
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Morris said the challengers had repeated arguments the court had already considered and rejected when he ordered BLM
to analyze its decisionmaking under NEPA. He also said the case law that green groups and tribes cited did not support
their arguments.

He noted that while the court gives deference to federal agencies on how they choose to comply with NEPA, that does not
mean BLM's decision won't then be subject to judicial review.

"Therefore, if Plaintiffs challenge the sufficiency of the EA and FONSI, the Court likely possesses the authority to
determine whether the agency's environmental review complied with the Mineral Leasing Act, the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act, and whether Federal Defendant's fulfilled their trust obligations to the Northern Cheyenne Tribe," Morris
wrote.

Green groups and tribes are still considering whether to launch a separate lawsuit over the agency's analysis, said
Earthjustice staff attorney Jenny Harbine.

She noted it was the Trump administration that sought to rehash arguments about why a "truncated review" of its decision
to allow leasing on tens of thousands of acres of public lands was valid, which is why challengers reiterated their concerns
about the scope of the agency's analysis.

"Now that the Trump administration has put together some type of environmental assessment, it doesn't matter how
shoddy it is," Harbine said. "The procedural mechanism for obtaining that remedy is to challenge the EA."

Megan Crandall, a spokesperson for BLM, said the agency welcomed the recent decision from the court.

"We will continue to take actions that responsibly manage public lands to the benefit and enjoyment of all Americans," she
wrote in an email.

EPA

Union to Wheeler: 'No justification’ for reopening plans

5, E&E N

adguarters of the American Federstion of Gowernment Emplavess,

EPA's largest employee union is denouncing the agency's plans to reopen during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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American Federation of Government Employees Council 238, which represents about 7,500 EPA employees, sent a lelter
Friday to EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler saying the union saw "noe justification" to order workers back from
teleworking to their offices given the risks from the coronavirus.

On Thursday, Wheeler told staff in an internal email that EPA would begin a slow, phased reopening, beginning with EPA
Regions 4, 7 and 10. Employees would still telework during the initial weeks of the reopening and return to the workplace
in waves as EPA leadership monitors data on the virus's spread (Greenwire, May 22).

Those plans were a shock to the union.

"To our utter surprise, you informed the workforce yesterday that three EPA regional offices are being put on the path to
re-open,"” the council said, adding that it saw no data or analysis that those offices met the criteria to be reopened.

The council, which is the umbrella group for all AFGE locals at EPA, said agency employees had not participated in the
reopening plan, nor had EPA bargained any such plan with AFGE.

"It is particularly telling that the Agency refuses to share data and plans with a workforce heavy in scientific expertise,”
said the union.

An EPA spokeswoman told E&E News that the agency has had briefings on the pandemic with its employee unions
beginning in March and continuing through May.

"As Administrator Andrew Wheeler stated last week, EPA's plan for an eventual phased return to agency offices will take
a measured and deliberate approach that ensures our employees' health and safety. Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, EPA has held seven formal briefings with its unions to discuss the agency's status and plans for reopening,”
said the agency spokeswoman.

Dianna Myers, president of AFGE Local 534, which represents EPA Region 4 employees, said she was concerned about
the plans to reopen the Southeastern branch. Region 4's main office is in Atlanta.

"There is no apparent reason for the Region 4 office to be open. All | see is that this return to the office falls right in line
with this administration’s blatant disregard for the American people. The Georgia governor did the same thing when he
reopened the state. Again, a blatant disregard for residents of Gecrgia," Myers said.

AFGE Council 238 had asked the EPA administrator in an April 29 ietter to "put lives first" with regard to reopening the
agency. Wheeler has stressed his concern for the health and safety of EPA employees during the pandemic in messages
to staff, including in his announcement last week about reopening. But the union questioned those sentiments.

The union said in its Friday letter, "At best your actions contradict your stated priority, but in reality they demonstrate utter
disregard for the EPA employees' health and welfare you claim to cherish.”

The council said EPA workers should continue to telework during the pandemic, following public health experts' advice to
stay home. AFGE has pushed for more telework in recent contract negotiations with EPA and made some gains on the
issue in a deal that the union is scheduled to vote to ratify on June 10 (Greenwire, May 20).

"In this way, we can perform the Agency's mission indefinitely, and help to stop the spread of this pandemic until EPA
workers' safety can be guaranteed. For the vast majority of the Agency, that means we can continue teleworking until a
viable treatment or vaccine for COVID 19 is found," said the union's letter.

The council concluded to Wheeler, "You say the health and safety of EPA employees and their dependents is your
highest priority. We beg you to keep your word."

The EPA spokeswoman said, "The unions will continue to be regularly informed as the agency moves through its rolling
reopening; however, the administrator talks directly to the employees and does not need to speak through the unions. The
agency will fulfill any bargaining obligations required by law."

Gary Morton, president of AFGE Council 238, signed the letter to Wheeler. Morton told E&E News today that EPA hadn't
yet responded to the letter.
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Myers said the union has not seen a return-to-work plan and doesn't know what safety measures EPA plans to take other
than what the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines recommend.

"Time and time again, EPA shows how it actually feels about its employees. EPA management's spoken words would
have you believe EPA cares about employees, but EPA's actions show the direct opposite,” Myers said.

"From what | know, when your words and actions don't line up, it's a lie."

NUCLEAR

Service members can't seek Fukushima damages in U.S. — court

Jeremy P. Jacobs, E&E News reporter

An gerial view of the Fuku Dailchi nucleayr power station

U.S. service members who were exposed to radiation following the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster cannot seek
damages from the plant's owner in U.S. courts, a federal appeals court ruled Friday.

The case at the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals was brought by hundreds of servicemen and women who were deployed
immediately after the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami that engulfed the Fukushima plant.

They were part of an international humanitarian effort, "Operation Tomodachi," to provide aid following the earthquake's
devastation that would ultimately kill 15,000 and cause millions of dollars in damage.

Radiation continued to spew from the plant throughout their efforts in Japan, and they have sought monetary damages
from Tokyo Electric Power Co., or Tepco, the owner and operator of the plant, and General Electric Co., which
manufactured the plant's reactors.

The case has been percolating through the courts for years, drawing attention from both the Department of Justice and
Japan's government.

On Friday, a three-judge 9th Circuit panel said the service members may not recover damages in U.S. courts, siding with
Tepco, GE and, indirectly, Japan.

Tepco had argued the case belonged in the Japanese legal system, not in the U.S.
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And in a 41-page opinion, the court agreed, upholding a lower court ruling.

"We acknowledge that the case is complicated. It implicates strong, important policy interests in both countries,” wrote
Judge Jay Bybee for the court.

"Having decided that Japanese law applies to the case and considering Japan's strong interest in the case being litigated
in Japan, the district court did not abuse its discretion.”

The case against GE was more straightforward. There, the court said a Japanese law said damages can only be sought
from the operator of the plant, not a manufacturer.

"The district court correctly decided that Japanese law should apply to this case," Bybee wrgte.

ARIZONA

5 juveniles accused of starting wildfire
Published: Tuesday, May 26, 2020

Five juveniles are accused of starting a wildfire in Yavapai County, Ariz., that forced the evacuation of 150 homes,
authorities said

The fire burned 65 acres in the small town of Bagdad before being brought under control Friday.

The juveniles were smoking despite a fire ban for the area when the blaze began Thursday, according to county sheriff's
officials.

They said the five juveniles — who range in age from 11 to 15 — all were seen running from the fire scene by withesses.

Sheriff's officials said all five are facing charges of reckless burning while the 15-year-old suspect also is facing a felony
charge of tampering with a witness.

The fire caused an estimated $30,000 in damages. The names of the juveniles haven't been released.

Bagdad is about 60 miles west of Prescott and 100 miles northwest of Phoenix.

The copper mining town has a population of about 2,000. — Associated Press

CLIMATEWIRE — Wed., May 27, 2020

=2 READ FULL EDITION

=

1. COURTS:
Big Oil suffers pivotal losses in 2 climate cases
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Some of the world's largest oil companies lost crucial appeals in federal court yesterday. The decisions could shape the
outcome of lawsuits filed by California municipalities that accuse the industry of causing damage related to sea-level
rise and other climate impacts.

TOP STORIES

2. ENERGY TRANSITIONS:
Coal spiral deepens with 13 plant closures announced in 2020

3. MEDIA
YouTube removes Michael Moore film on clean energy

4. BUSINESS:
Amazon poised to defeat climate resolutions

POLITICS

5. HURRICANES:
Refuse to evacuate? It says something about your politics

5. CAMPAIGN 2020
QOre.’s GOP Senate nominee believes QAnon but not climate

GLOBAL

7. EUROPE:
Hydrogen set for key role in world’s greenest stimulus plan

B, AVIATION:
No green strings attached in Lufthansa's bailout package

9. PANDEMIC:
Tech pioneers are already living the green recovery

IN THE STATES

18, EXTREME WEATHER:
Heat wave to hit the Southwest
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ENERGYWIRE — Wed., May 27, 2020

"BEREAD FULL EDITION

1. PIPELINES:
‘Blast zone' landowners fight FERC over eminent domain

Lynda Like has spent years embroiled in a lengthy, expensive and ultimately unsuccessful battle against the eminent
domain practice used to seize her private property to build the Atlantic Sunrise natural gas pipeline in Pennsylvania.

TOP STORIES

2. NEW YORK:
Cuomo backs $3B hydro line to 'supercharge' economy

3. NATURAL GAS:
Ore. landowners sue over 'indefensible’ export project

4. EMISSIONS:
Report: Electric sector already met Obama’s Clean Power Plan

FEDERAL AGENCIES

5, DOE:
Brouillette to watch space launch with Trump and Pence

6. SECURITY:
House Republicans want briefing on China hacking campaign

7. ENERGY BIFRASTRUCTURE:
House Dems propose boost for landowners in FERC disputes

ELECTRICITY

8. UTILITIES:
PG&E's long-running bankruptcy saga enters pivotal stage

% TECHNOLOGY:
Nuclear fusion startup gets $84M to enter next phase

L AND GAS

10, PIPELINES:
Enbridge finds protective coating gaps on Mich. oil tunnel

11. ENERGY MARKETS:
Oil rallies, producers show confidence by hiking prices
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Brought to you by the Office of General Counsel Law Library

The OGC Law Library has temporarily ceased operation of their in-person reference desk, but service
is still available virtually.

If you need reference assistance, please contact the OGC Law Library via Ask a Librarian,
httos:Yask-a-librarian.zendesk. com/agent/ or via ogelibra S0E. G0V,

Jennifer Turley, Law Librarian

ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS) (Contractor)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of General Counsel

202/564-3971

turlev jennifer@epa.gov
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Message

From: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Sent: 1/5/2022 10:42:32 PM

To: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Subject: Administrator's Weekly Report for 1/5/22

Attachments: Administrator Weekly Report 1.5.2022 FINAL.pdf; Administrator Weekly Report 1.5.2022 FINAL.docx

Hello Administrator Regan and colleagues,

Attached, please find the Administrator’s Weekly Report (in both PDF and Word), which includes programs and

regional office updates for the week ending January 5, 2022.

Sincerely,

Neshawne Gibson

Office of the Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: (202) 566-1957

Mobile: (202) 603-7617
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Administrator’s Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d,

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.
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Administrator’s Weekly Report | | DATE \@ "MMMM d,

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.

White Mesa Mill CERCLA Off-Site Rule Determination

e RS and the Office of Radiation and Indoor Air will hold an informal conference with Mill
ownet/operator Energy Fuels on January 6 to discuss EPA’s initial determination that the Mill
is unacceptable for receiving CERCLA wastes.

e Ifinformation presented in the informal conference does not support a determination of
acceptability, Energy Fuels will have 10 calendar days after EPA issues a final notice of
unacceptability, to request a reconsideration from the Regional Administrator.

e RS is planning a site visit of White Mesa Mill on January 13 and 14. The State of Utah will be
invited.

Non-responsive compilation of records. Redacted by consent.
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Message

From: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/15/2021 7:02:17 PM

To: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Subject: Administrator's Weekly Report for 12/15/21

Attachments: Administrator Weekly Report 12.15.21 FINAL.pdf; Administrator Weekly Report 12.15.21 FINAL.docx

Hello Administrator Regan and colleagues,

Attached, please find the Administrator’s Weekly Report (in both PDF and Word), which includes programs and
regional office updates for the week ending December 15, 202 1.

Sincerely,

Neshawne Gibson

Office of the Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: (202) 566-1957

Mobile: (202) 603-7617
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R8 Met with Utah Congressional Representatives Regarding the CERCLA Off-Site Rule
Notice of Unacceptability Letter (the Notice) Issued to Energy Fuels Resources (USA) Inc.
(Energy Fuels) for the White Mesa Mill near Blanding, Utah. On December 7 and 8, the EPA
met with Congressman John Curtis of Utah and representatives of Senator Lee and Senator
Romney, to respond to their concerns regarding the Notice EPA issued to Energy Fuels on
December 2. Congressman Curtis raised concerns that EPA was trying to shut down the White
Mesa Mill. Representatives from all Utah congressional offices asked EPA to work more closely

with Utah DEQ and assist in bringing the facility back into compliance with the Clean Air Act
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Message

From: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Sent: 12/8/2021 11:23:55 PM

To: Gibson, Neshawne [Gibson.Neshawne@epa.gov]
Subject: Administrator's Weekly Report for 12/8/21

Attachments: Administrator Weekly Report 12.8.21 FINAL.pdf; Administrator Weekly Report 12.8.21 FINAL.docx

Hello Administrator Regan and colleagues,

Attached, please find the Administrator’s Weekly Report (in both PDF and Word), which includes programs and

regional office updates for the week ending December 8, 2021.

Sincerely,

Neshawne Gibson

Office of the Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: (202) 566-1957

Mobile: (202) 603-7617
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Message

From: EPA Office of Public Affairs [epa@Bulletinintelligence.com]
Sent: 3/17/2022 10:57:55 AM

To: Bulletin Intelligence [epa@bulletinintelligence.com]
Subject: EPA Daily News Clips for Thursday, March 17, 2022

Click to access moblis-optimized online version, including downlcad options and an audio reader.

prodlicety [E §§
wign

Daily News Clips: Brougnt to you by the Office of Public Afiairs

March 17, 2022

Access

Please note that not all resources are subscribed to and not all will be accessible. To access full
articles, being on the VPN will enable you 1o access the resources that the ERA National Library
Network subscribes to {including Inside EPA, E&E News, some Bloomberg content, eic.) The Library
alse subscribes to the New York Times through the ProQuest platform (this link). While the Library doss
not subscribe fo the Washingion Post, EPA employees may subscribe via their epa.gov email address.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this report, please visil:
hitps Jepa. bulletinintelligence.comfsubsceribe and enter vour EPA email address.

Today's Table of Contents

Administrator
« New Orleans Residents Awarded §75 Million For Homes Built On Landfill. (AP)

Alr
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« Long-Term Exposure To Alr Pollution May Increase Risk Of RA, Other Autoimmune Dissases,
Research Suggests. (MealthDay)
« Massive Walmart Distribution Center Burns In Indiana. (USA Today)

Brownfields/Superfund/Other Cleanups + Redevelopment

« ERA Adds Federal Facility Site In Oregon To Superfund NPL. {Inside EFA)
« Exxon Seeks To Expand Superfund Tax List. (Inside ERPA)

Climate Change

« Appeals Court Rules Administration Can Consider Climate Damage In Policymaking. (Washingion
Fost)

« Officials Tout Block OF Unlawful HFC mports. (Inside EPA)

» Bpending Bill Provides One-Third of Mongy White House Wanted For International Climate Programs.
{Roll Call}

» Climate-Driven Scarcity Pushes Colorado To Conserve Water, (Reulers)

» Aystralian Federal Court Overturns “Landmark” Climate Ruling. (AFP)

+ NTEA: Executives See Hydrogen As A Third Way” To Reach Zero Emissions. (Flget Owner)

+ EPA Data Identifies Minnesota’s Top Greenhouse Gas Polluters. (Minneapolis Star Tribune)

+ Governor's Report Calls Virginia Carbon Program Too Expensive. {(Richmond Times-Dispatch)

« California Lawmakers Push For Carbon Capture To Reduce Greenhouse Gases. (Orange County
Register)

« Ukraine War's Impact On Future Of Climate Change Analyzed. (New York Times)

« Professor Studies Impact Of Heat Island Effect On Phoenix. (Arizona Republic)

« Faderal Funds Help Siates Clean Up Environmentally Hazardous Orphaned Wells, (ABC News)

« Climate Change May Be Responsible For Recent Increases In Asthma, Allergy Disorder Prevalence,
Expert Contends. (Healio)

« Continuing Coverage: Raskin Withdraws Due To Concerns About Her Position On Climate Change.
{Politico)

« Students, Others Ask Nebraska Lawmakers To Acknowledge Climate Crisis. (Omaha World-Herald)
« World Far Short Of 2030 Climate Goals. (Reulers)

= Climate Change Is Disrupting The Global Supply Chain. (FBS NewsHour)

= Study: CH4 Responsible For Over 80% OF Recent Atmospheric Mathane Growth, (UPH

Editorial/Op BEd/ Commentary/Letters

« Whost Lauds House's, Administration’s Efforts To Help Veterans Exposed To Burn Pits. (Washingion
Post)

« Op-Ed: Culture Shift Needed To Increase Recycling In New York, (Newsday)

« Orange County Register: California Must Adapt To Drought. (Orange County Register)

« Whost Debunks Claims Putin s Funding California Environmental Charity, (Washington Post)

« Op-Ed Russian Invasion Challenges Green Aversion To Nudlear Power. (Bloomberg Qpinton)

Energy issues

« Biden Calls On Companies To Decrease Gas Frices. (The Hilh
« High Gasoline Frices Likely To Persist As Politicians Play Blame Game. (Houston Chronicle)
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« Sen. Schumer Planning To Call Gl CEOs To Testify Before Congress. (E&E Publishing)

« Some Progressives Eve Domestic Drilling As Shori-term Solution To Energy Crisis. (Bloomberg)

« Biden Administration Authorizes Additional LNG Exports To Europe. (Reuters)

« Manchin: US Must Boost Qil And Gas Production To Assure Energy independence And Aid Europe.
{(MSNBC)

+ Lake Powell Hits Historic Low, Raising Hydropower Concermns. (AR)

« Portugal To Launch 3-4 QW Floating Offshore Wind Auction In Summer. (Reuters)

« [EA Says Russia's Invasion Is Accelerating Transition From Fossil Fuels. (Bloomberg)

« Japanese Companies Devealop System To Reduce Methaneg Slip On LNG-Fusled Vessels, (Splash
2417}

= Community Solar Projects Having Trouble Connecting To Grid, (E&E Publishing)

» Poll Finds Majority OFf Amaericans Support More Domaeastic Git And Gas Production. (88P Global)

Environmental Justice

+ Census Undercounts impact Environmental Justice Initiatives. (Grist)
+ Pannsylvania Revising Environmental Justice Policy, (NPR)

Rules/Hegulations/Policy
+ CEQ Facing Interagency Pushback On "Narrow” NEPA Rewrite. (Inside EPA)

Toxics

« ERPA PFAS From Certain Plastic Can Violate Toxic Substances Control Act. (Bloomberg BNA)

« EPA Prohibits Production Of Preservative Used On Utllity Poles. (Newsday)

« Freadhoff Alms To Balance TSCA Fenceline Soreenings, “Urgenoy.” (Inside EPA)

« DOD Takes Incremental Step On State PFAS Limits. (Inside EPA)

« {Hlinois Attorney General Says 3M Negligence Resulled In PFAS Contamination. (Bloomberg BNA}
» Farmers Back Plan For $100M To Tackle PFAS Contamingtion. (AR)

« Pannsvivania Asks For Input On PFAS Rule. (NPR)

« “Agent Orange OF Our Genegration:” Bill Would Aid PFAS-exposed Veterans. (MlLive)

« Wisconsin PFAS Standards One Step Closer To Reality. (National Law Review)

Trash/Recycling/Solid Waste

« WV Savs s Cooperating In EU Car Regycling Antitrust Probe. (Bloomberg)
« Brazilian Bislogists Find Presence Of Microplastics To Be Worse Than Feared. (Reuters)

Wastes and Hazardous Wastes

» Experts Warn Fate OF Ceeans Hinges On Sewage, Waste Control. (Reuters)

» Septic Truck Releases At Least 300 Gallons OFf Raw Sewags In Pennsylvania. (Allentown Morming
Call)

+ EPAC Atlanta Scrap Metal Plant Not Meeting Safety Requirements. (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)

+ Raeport White Mesa Uranium Mill Has Become "Radioactive Waste Dump.” (The Hill)

Water
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« Judge Fears Impacts OF Scrapping Floridg CWA Section 404 Permit Power. {Inside EPA)

» Ohio Explosives Company To Pay $2.3 Million Over Wastewater Poliution. {Bloomberg BNA)

« Florida’s Starving Manatees Reflect Troubles In Coastal Ecosystems. {USA Today)

« MAWC Seesks Damages For Contamination Of Water System. {(Westmoreland Tribune-Review)

ESG

* Russian Invasion Of Ukraine Highlights Flaws In ESG Investing. (Bloomberg)

» SEC To Consider Climate Disclosure Rules. (GreaenBiz)

» HSRBC Planning To "Phass Down” Fossil Fusl Investments. (Bloomberg)

» Corporate Venture Funds Doubled Climate-Tech Investments Last Year. (Wall Street Journab)

» Analysis: "Greenwashing” Calls Concept Of ESG into Question. (Bloomberg)

« Activist Investor's Oocidental Petroleum Climate Proposal Will Go Before Sharsholders This May.
{Bloomberg)

ninistrator

New Orleans Residents Awarded $75 Million For Homes Built On Landfill.

The AP (3/16) reports that “a group of New Crisans residents whose homes were buill on a toxic landfill
decades ago have won a §75.3 million court judgement against the city, its housing authority and the
local school board.” Stale district Judge Nicole Sheppard’s ruling “said 5,000 residanis are entitled {o
that total amount for emotional distress and property damage involving the former Agriculture Street
landfill.” The ruling “says the housing authority and the parish school board were liable for building two
residential communities —~ Gordon Plaza and Press Park — and Moton Elementary School atop the
landfill, which was later named a federal Superfund site.” Last November, ERPA Administrator Michae!
Regan “oured the New Orleans site while making & five-day Uoumey o Justice” tour that highlighted
low-income, mostly minority communities adversely affecied by decades of industrial pollution.”

Backioiop &

Long-Term Exposure To Air Pollution May Increase Risk Of RA, Other
Autoimmune Diseases, Research Suggests.

HealthDay (318, Preidt) reports, “Long-term exposure 1o air pollution” may increase the “risk of
rheumatoid arthritis [RA] and other autoimmune diseases,” investigators concluded after having

“‘analyzed health information on more than 81,000 paople in Haly submitted by more than 3,500 doctors
hatween June 2018 and November 2020, then examining “readings from 617 air quality monitoring

ED_006750_00000421-00004
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stations in 110 lalian provinces where the patlients lived, with a focus on levels of particulate matter
(FM10 and PM2.5) air pollution.” The findings were published online in RMD Open.

Massive Walmart Distribution Center Burns In Indiana.

LBA Today (3/18) reports that Ylarge plumes of thick smoke blanketad the air in Plainfield, indiana, on
Wadnesday after a 1.2 million-square-foot Walmart distribution center caught fire.” According to the
Avon Police Department, “the structure fire began around 1 p.m. Wednesday” and “the building was fully
gngulfed in flames by the time fire authorities arrived.” The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacoo, Firearms and
Explosives “will be the lead agency in investigating the cause of the fire.” Meanwhile, “the Indiana
Department of Environmenial Management and the Environmeantal Protection Agency amived
Wednesday to assist in testing for hazardous materials and air quality issues from the fire”

The Indianapolis Star (3/16) also reporis.

Backiniop 4

eanups +

EPA Adds Federal Facility Site In Oregon To Superfund NPL.

inside EFA (3/18) reports that "EPA has formally added a contaminated Army Corps of Engineers sile in
Oregon to Superfund’s National Friorities List (NPL), taking a rare move of placing a federal facility onto
the NPL - an action infrequently taken in the past decade — though in this case the agency faced
considerable pressure from states, lawmakers and others.” In a Federal Register notice published March
18, EPA issued a final rule adding 12 sites to the NPL, considered the nation’s worst hazardous.

Exxon Seeks To Expand Superfund Tax List.

Inside EPA (3/18) reports that "BExocon Mobil Corporation is asking the internal Revenue Sewvice (IRS) to
quickly add a dozen taxable substances’ o its proposed list of chemical imports that will be subject to
newly reinstated Superfund taxes, in order (o level the plaving field for exporters seeking o obiain a
refund for faxes paid on chemicals comprising those substances.”

Back v top &

Appeals Court Rules Administration Can Consider Climate Damage In
Policymaking.
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The Washinglon Post (3/18) reports that "an appeals court on Wednesday lifted a ban blocking the
federal government from facioring damage from rising greenhouse gas emissions inlo s decisions,
offering a temporary raprieve for President Biden's plans (o tackie climate change.” The Post says “the
ruting by the U8, Court of Appeals for the 5th Cirouit stayed an order issuad fast month by a U8, District
Court judge in Louisiana that prevented agencies from considering the harm climate change causes,
known as the ‘social cost of carbon.”™ Meanwhile, “the decision means thal, at least until there’s a ruling
on the case’s merits, the Biden administration can continug o consider the sconomic cost of climate
change as it wriles new rules, and strengthen existing ones, that could inch the country closer o Biden's
goal of cutting emissions in half by the end of the decade comparad with 2008 levels”

Politico (3/16, Guillén) reports that “while the stay is technically temporary, the three-judge panel’s order
cast serious doubt on the underlying lawsuit brought by Louisiana and other red states.” Judges Leslie
Southwick, a George W. Bush appeintee, and James E. Graves Jr. and Gregg Costa, both Barack
Obama appointess, wrote: “The Plaintiff States’ claimed injury is ‘increased reguiatory burdens’ that may
result from the consideration of [the social cost of greenhouse gases], and the Interim Estimates
spacifically. This injury, however, hardly meets the standards for [constitutional] standing because it is, at
this point, merely hypothatical.” Meanwhile, “the judges also rejected the argument that the states can
demonstrate the SCC figures caused any injury or could be redressed via an injunction.” In addition,
‘even if the states had standing to challenge the interim estimates, the panel wrote it was ‘unclear how
that justified stopping the Interagency Working Group from completing work on a broader update”
Ultimately, “the states are oo early in bringing a legal challenge, they wrote”

The Wall Street Journal (Request Arlicle) (3/17, Ferek) also reporis.

Officials Tout Block Of Unlawful HFC Imports.

inside ERA (3/18) reports that “the Biden administration is touting is initial efforts to block Hlegal imports
of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) often used as refrigerants, an issue that officials have stressed o
preserve the integrity of EPA's rule sharply phasing down production of the chemicals that act as super
climate pollutanis.” Inside EPA says that “during a March 14 inaugural mesting of the Interagency Task
Force on lHegal HFC Trade, officials announced that over the past 10 weeks they had blocked illegal
HFC shipmenis representing about 530,000 tons of carbon.”

The Washington Post (3/18) reports that “he task force was establishad last vear after the EPA
finalized a ruls to cut the use and production of the chemicals by 85 percant over the next 15 years” Joe
Goffman, principal deputy assistant adminisirator for the Office of Air and Radiation, said: “Strict
enforcement of our HFC allowance program ensures that U5, efforts to phase down thase climate-
damaging chemicals are successiul” Prasident Biden has “nominated Goffman to lead the EPA's air
office permanently.”

Spending Bill Provides One-Third of Money White House Wanted For
international Climate Programs.

Roll Calf (3/16, Hulac) reports that the spending bill President Biden signed Tuesday “provides about
one-third of the money the White House, the House and the Senate wanted to spend on intermational
climate programs and stripped out all congressional money for 8 fund for low-income nations o mitigate
and adapt to the impacts of dimate change.” The Administration’s fiscal 2022 budget request “called for
about $2.7 bitlion in intemational climate finance, up from $669 million the previous fiscal vear, while the
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House appropriators called for about $2.8 billion and their Senate counterparts approved approximataly
$3.13 billion. But the final deal will allocate far less than any of the thres parties wanted: roughly 31.08
bitlion.” Roll Call says the measure “undercuts Biden's pledge at the UN. in Saptember to increase
climate financing for low-incomea nations and will place American negotliators af upcoming international
climate talks on weaker footing with their forsign counterparts, experts said.”

Climate-Driven Scarcity Pushes Colorado To Conserve Water.

Feuters (3/16, Bryson) reporis vertical farms are “ong of many Colorado models for coping with
increasing water scarcity in the western United States, as climate change makes droughis more frequent
and more severa.” Other initiatives “have Coloradans testing water recycling and building bariers
against the wildfire runoff that can taint supplies.” In the Western US| “drought and earlier runoff from an
increasingly diminished snowpack will increase water scarcily during the summer, the Intergovernmental
Fanel on Climate Change said.” Although "Colorade so far has mst the water needs of its § million
rasidents, it could face a roughly 30% shortfall by 2050 as the population grows while climate impacts
sscalate, according to one likely scenario experis prepared for the siate’'s official Water Plan”

Australian Federal Court Overturns “Landmark” Climate Ruling.

The AFP (3/15) reports an Australian court has thrown out “a landmark legal ruling that the country’s
gnvironment minister had a duty to protect children from cimate change.” Last vear's legal win by a
group of high school students "had been hailed by environmental groups as a potential legal weapon o
fight fossi fuel projects.” Howsver, “the federal court found in favour of an appeal by Environment
Minister Sussan Ley, deciding she did not have to weigh the harm climate change would inflict on
children when assessing the approval of new fossil fusl projects.”

NTEA: Executives See Hydrogen As A “Third Way” To Reach Zero
Emissions.

Fleat Crwiner (3716, Achelpohl) reports NTEA Work Truck Week 2022 attendees “were quick {o point out
that hydrogen fuel call-powerad trucks continue o reprasent a ‘third way” 1o reach zero emissions.
Exscutives from Hyzon Motors, Cummins, and Loop Energy led a session during the summit about
“hydrogen and how fuel-cell power can impact vocational flests and the work truck markel.” Hyzon CEQ
Craig Knight said, "Hydrogen’s absolutely critical to the transition to clean operations.” Cummins
Exscutive Director of Growth Morgan Andreae said, "There is more capacity to store energy on [an HFC]
than an electric battery. There is more energy per electric Kilogram stored. There is longer range and the
ability to refus! quickly. Refuel imes are comparable to conventional diesel” Fleet Owner reports that
the Hydrogen Council “estimates there will be 50,000 hydrogen-powered buses and 350,000 hydrogen-
powearad trucks on the world’s roads by 2030

EPA Data Identifies Minnesota’s Top Greenhouse Gas Polluters.

The Minneapolis Star Tribune {3/18) reports on a list of Minnesota’s top greenhouse gas polluters,
Minnesota’'s Greenhouse 100, The list is based on data from the EPA’s Greenhouse Gas Reporting
Program. The Star Tribune says “it tracks emissions from both the combustion of fusls to operate the
facility and from specific industrial processes” but “doesn’t count emissions upstream or downstream
from the plant” Also, "it doesn't track any emissions from farms or large Hivestock operations.” According
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o the EPA datga, "Minnesota’s Greenhouse 100 pumped about 40 million metric tons of greenhouss
gases into the atmosphere in 2018, .about one quarter of the siate’s total”

Governor’s Report Calls Virginia Carbon Program Too Expensive.

The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispateh (3716, Wilson) reports that "a report from Virginia's new director of
the Depariment of Environmantal Quality backs Gov. Glenn Youngkin's view that a program to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions is a carbon fax without benefit to consumaears.” Meanwhile, “supporters of the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Iniliative criticized the new report as leaving out key facts and drawing self-
serving conclusions — one critic called the report ‘policy laundering.” The report concludes, "Because of
the captive nature of their ratepayers, the ability for power-generators to fully pass on cosis o
consumers, and the fact that the Code of Virginia dedicates RGG procesds (0 grants programs,
participation in RGG! s in effect 8 direct carbon tax on all households and businesses. RGG falls (o
achisve its goal as a carbon ‘cap-and-trade’ system because it lacks any incentive for power-generators
o actually reduce carbon-intensive gas emissions.”

California Lawmakers Push For Carbon Capture To Reduce Greenhouse
Gases.

The Orange County {(CA} Register (3/18) reports that “California could embrace a groundbreaking
program (o capture gresnhouse gases by planting more trees, restoring wetlands and promoting more
carbon-absorbent farming, thanks o proposed legisiation that would set a goal of remaoving 80 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide from the air each vear” Assemblywoman Cristing Garcia’s “draft bill, AB
2849, sets a goal of 80 million metric tons of natural carbon dioxide capture by 2031 and 75 million
metric tons by 20387 The bill “would reguire the Nalural Resources Agency to develop programs to meet
those goals.”

Ukraine War’s Impact On Future Of Climate Change Analyzed.

The New York Thnes (3/16, Bokat-Lindell) reports that commentators have been “pointing out the role
that Russia’s fossil fuel trade has played i underwriling the invasion, thrusting climate change and ils
causes back into the spotlight.” Oleg Ustenko, an economic adviser to the Ukrainian president,
Volodymyr Zelensky, said: “The world is paying Russia $700 milion a day for oil and $400 million for
natural gas. You are paying all this money to a murderous leader who is still killing people in my
country.” Meanwhile, President Biden “has been wary of connecting the war in Ukraine 1o climate
change.” In his State of the Union address, he made glancing mention of the issue, but “did not arliculate
the long-lerm opportunity for the U5, to lead the world in breaking free of the geopolitical nightmare that
is il dependency,” said Faul Bledsoe, a strategic adviser {o the Progressive Policy Institule, a
Yashinglon-based think tank.

Professor Studies Impact Of Heat island Effect On Phoenix.

The Arizona Republic (3/16) reports that "between 2010 and 2020, Maricopa County buill more than
173,000 new housing units, according to the latest report from the U.S. Census Bureau, along with exira
roads, stores and offices to accommodate those new residents. Over that same time period, the averags
annual temperature in Phoenix, as recorded by the National Weather Service, rose by about two
degrees Fahrenheil.” Matei Georgescu, a professor of Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning at
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Arizona State University, said: "For g oity like Phoenix, which 50 vears ago was just a small dot on the
map, the more you bulld the more you warm.” He "estimates that roughly half of recent warming in the
Phoenix matro area is due 1o the sxpansion of man-made structures that absorb solar energy” while “the
rast is due to greenhouse gases.”

Federal Funds Help States Clean Up Environmentally Hazardous Orphaned
Wells.

ABC News (3/18) reporis that “a major effort to combat climate change — reducing methane emissions —
is now underway as $1.15 billion flows to states o help close unused ofl and gas wells that release
poliution and greenhouse gases.” ABC says “the funds stem from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
which in total allocated 34.7 billion over nine years for a new federal program to address orphan wells”
ABC reports “the new funding focuses specifically on orphaned wells, a subset of the estimated 210 3
miflion abandoned wells in the United Siates that, combined, release greenhouse gases equalto 1.5 1o 4
miflion cars annually, according to the ERPA Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Caleulator”

Climate Change May Be Responsible For Recent Increases In Asthma,
Allergy Disorder Prevalence, Expert Contends.

Haglio (3716, Gawsl) reports “the effects of climate change may be responsible for recent increases in
asthma and allergy disorder prevalence, spectrum and severity, according to an editorial” by Cincinnati
Children's Mospital division of allergy and immunology director Marc Rothenberg, MD, PhD. Healio adds
‘genetic predisposition is a contributing factor to disease susceptibility, vetl the rise of these diseases has
occurred oo quickly to be explained by a genetic shift in the population, said Rothenberg.” The editorial
was published in The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology.

Continuing Coverage: Raskin Withdraws Due To Concerns About Her
Position On Climate Change.

Politico (3/18, Chot) reports that “Republicans succeeaded in their campaign o sink the nomination of
Sarah Bloom Raskin as a top bark regulator at the Fed. But s just one battle in their fight against
financial regulators’ growing attention toward climate change.” Raskin “bowed out of the running
Tuesday, citing the heated push from fossil fuel interests and conservative interest groups against her
nomination.” Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) “put the final nail in the coffin this week when he said he would
not back her, saying she didn't adequately prove she'd support alf sources of energy.” Shewrote in a
letter fo Biden, “twas - and is ~ my considered view that the perils of climate change must be added to
the list of serous risks that the Federal Reserve considers as it works (0 ensure the stability and
resiliency of our economy and financial system.”

Grist (3/18) reports that Manchin said, "Her previous public statements have failed to satisfactorily
address my concemns about the critical importance of financing an all-of-the-above energy policy to mest
our nation's critical energy needs.” In a statement responding to Haskin's withdrawal, Biden said he
looks forward to “her fulure contributions o our country” and urged the Senate Banking Commitles to
confirm his four other Fed nominees.
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Paul Waldman writes at the Washingion Post (3/18) that “the faillure of Raskin’s nomination shows just
how difficult it will continue o be to make progress, when so many people and interests are so
committed to stopping us from dealing with the catastrophe that is already upon us.”

Megan McArdle writes in the Washington Post {3/18) that Sarah Bloom Raskin is right that “climate
change is a real and urgent problem, and society needs to take much more strenuous action to head i
off.” But she is wrong in her “oft-stated belief that economic reguiators should play a bigger role in that
fight” McArdle says her withdrawal from consideration *to be the Fed’s top bank reguiator on
Tuesday. freed the Biden administration to do what it should have done in the firgt place: nominate
someong who will keep their focus on stabilizing banks.”

Michasl Hiltzik writes gt the Los Angeles Thmes (3/18) that “the truth is that fossi fuel interests opposed
Raskin because she would be a smart, effective reguiator”

Students, Others Ask Nebraska Lawmakers To Acknowledge Climate
Crisis.

The Omahas (NE) World-Herald (3718} reports that “Lincoln student Alex Hamric pleaded with Nebraska
lawmakers to, at a minimum, recognize the impacts of climate changs, but the 14-year-old was doubtful
that his words would hold any weight” He "was one of five individuals who, during a hearing
Wednesday, advocated for the Natural Resources Commilies to pass Legislative Resolution 1027 The
Weorld-Herald says “the commities did not vote on the resolution.” The resolution "asks the Legislature to
acknowledge that the world is in a ‘climate and ecological orisis’ that was caused by humans and that
lewmakers have g ‘moral obligation’ to igke sigps to mitigate the orisis.”

World Far Short Of 2030 Climate Goals.

Reuters (3/18, Volcoviot) reports, "Climate getion promised by countries would reduce greenhouse gas
armissions by 9% in this decade ~ far short of the global goal of cutting emissions by nearly half by 2030,
a new analysis shows.” Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy conductad the study by
fallving nations’ climate plans ~ "known as Nationally Determined Contributions, or NCDs.” The results
show a discrepancy between “the ambition of NDCs and the trajeciory necessary o meet net-zero
gmissions by 20507 According to researchers, “failing to meet the 2030 emissions target risks pushing
the world toward irreversible climale impacts, even if a second goal of net-zero emissions by 2050 is
met.”

Climate Change Is Disrupting The Global Supply Chain.

PBES NewsHour (3/18) reports on how climate change is disrupling the global supply chain. Supply
chain disruptions “caused by hurricanes, floods, wildfires, and other forms of increasingly extreme
weaather are jolting the global economy.” For example, “the Texas freeze last February caused the worst
involuntary energy blackout in U.S, history. That forced three major semiconductor plants to close,
axacerbating a global pandemic-triggered semiconductor shortage and further slowing production of
microchip-dependent cars.”

Study: CH4 Responsible For Over 80% Of Recent Atmospheric Methane
Growth.
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LIPE (3/18, Una) reports that “ropical terrestrial methane emissions were the driving factor of changes in
methane growth over the past decade, according o a study released Wednesday.” According to the
study publishad in Nature Communications, "more than 80% of observed changes in the global
atmospheric methane growth rate from 2010 to 2019 were the result of tropical terrestrial methane
armissions, or CH4.” One of the study's authors, Yi Liu, professor at the Institute of Atmospheric Physics
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, “said CH4 was the primary non-carbon dioxide greenhouse gas”
Yisaid, "On the 20-vear scale, the warming sffect of CH4 is 84 times that of CQ27

Back iolop &

WPost Lauds House’s, Administration’s Efforts To Help Veterans Exposed
To Burn Pits.

In an editorial, the Washington Post (3/16) says "thousands of US, servicemen and women who were
exposead 1o hazardous pollutants from burn pits the military used o dispose of its waste in the post-8/11
wars” are “struggling with debilitating and sometimes life-threatening lung diseases.” But change may be
coming because “the House passed a sweeping, bipartisan bill that would expand health-care eligibility
for velerans exposed (0 bum pits during their service.” Even if the bill "fails to reach” President "Biden's
desk, his administration has signaled that it will ssek 1o expand eligibility for bensfils to bum pit victims in
the next year.” The Post says that aven “though legisiation would be better, the prospect of
administration action is good news for velerans, who have long struggled o draw attention o their
health-care needs.”

Op-Ed: Culture Shift Needed To Increase Recycling In New York.

Jimmy Winters writes at Newsday (NY) (3/16) that "the attempt to promote and instill more gresn-centric
waste management and recyoling programs is a communal effort that all New Yorkers must embrace.”
He says “New York State legislators are vital o the cause as they have the ability to engct policies and
improve existing laws.” He offers several policy suggestions, including: fixing the out-of-date Botlle Bl
stimuiating markets, closing the loop, being careful with extended producer responsibility, and focusing
on 2ero wasts,

Orange County Register: California Must Adapt To Drought.

In an editorial, the Orange County {(CA) Reglster (3/18) says that ‘reading the tres rings from Montana
o northam Mexico, from Pacific beaches to the Colorado Rockies, & team of scientists led by a UCLA
researcher has shown that the current long-term drought in the West is the most severe in 1,200 years’
The Register says "we are going to continue o live here, successiully. We are simply going to adapt”
They suggest building “the Sites Reservoir in the Sacramento Valley,” redoubling “efforts to irrigate all
landscaping with recycled, purple-pipe water,” and understanding “that desalingtion is going to be {an
axpensive) part of the piclure for coastal communitias.”
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WPost Debunks Claims Putin Is Funding California Environmental Charity.

The Washington Post (3717, Kessler) reports that a letter signed by every GOP member of the House
Energy Committes, written {0 several environmental groups, dated March 10, states: "It has been
glleged that [Russian President Viadimir] Putin is using a San Francisco-based e-NGO, the Sea Changs
Foundation (Sea Change), to funnel money into U.8 -based environmental advocacy efforts designed {o
underming American energy production.” The letter also” demanded answers by March 25 from thres
anvironmental groups — the League of Consarvation Volers (LCY), the Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRDC), and the Sierra Club ~ on whether they have received funding from Russia or China and
whether any funding from Sea Change, an environmental phifanthropy, was used for anti-fracking
advocacy.” The Post goes on o debunk the claims made in the letter, concluding that the lawmakers
“are recycling claims that have already been adequatsly debunked” and “it's 8 smarmy way 1o eam

some publicity during Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.”

Op-Ed: Russian Invasion Challenges Green Aversion To Nuclear Power.

Jonathan Ford writes at Bloomberg Opindon (3/17) that "sver since the 1870s, Suropean Graan parlies
have argued passionately for cutting carbon emissions from the conlinent’s energy, while at the same
fime reflexively shunning the world’s only reliable source of zero-carbon electricity: nuclear power.”
However, “Russia’s Ukrainian invasion is punching big holes in the logic of this position.” He says “the
real question now is whether Greens can look beyond the dogma o the wider issues in play, such as
Europe’s lack of energy security, so glaringly sxposed by the crisis, and the contribution existing nuclear
plants can make o emissions reduction.”

Backiniop 4

nerqgy Issues

Biden Calls On Companies To Decrease Gas Prices.

The Hill (316, Budryk) reporis that in a tweet Wednesday, President Biden “called on companies v
decrease gas prices. . stating that the cost at the pump should reflect the recent decrease in ol per
barrel.” Biden wrote “Oll prices are decreasing, gas prices should too. Last ime ol was $98 a barrsl, gas
was $3.62 a gallon. Now it's $4.31. Cil and gas companies shouldn't pad their profits at the expense of
hardworking Americans.”

A Wall Strest Journsl (Request Article) (3/18) editorial 1akes issue with Biden's tweet. The Jourmnal says
there s not conspiracy to raise gas prices. Retailers set prices based on what they anticipate futire
deliveries will cost and right now, they are unsure.

Schumer Says il And Gas Execs Will Be Called To Testify About Gas Prices. Roll Call
(3718, Hulac) reports Senate Majority Leader Schumer said Wednesday that off and gas company
axecutives will be called to testify before Congress “in the coming weeks” and answer guastions about
possible price gouging. Speaaking on the Senate floor, Schumer said, “The CECs of large off and gas
companias should be advised they'll have to provide answers before the Senate very soon. . Over the
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past few weeks, as war in Ukraine began, the price of a barrel of oil rose precipitously. ... That
immediately transiated 10 oil and gas companies raising the price for Americans at the pump. But
something is happening that Americans should't overiook. . Over the past few days, oil prices have
actually been decreasing but the price of gas at the pump has not”

Mearwhile, The CBS Evening News%¥ (3/18, 642 p.m. EST, story 5, 2:10, O'Donnall) highlights the
impact of high fual cosis, particularly on the trucking industry.

High Gasoline Prices Likely To Persist As Politicians Play Blame Game.

The Houston Chrondcle (3718, Greider) reports that high gasoline prices are likely to persist through the
sumimer. The war in Ukraine "is the proximate cause of crude ofl prices spiking, analysis say,” and
Russian President Viadimir Putin “is the cause of the war in Ukraine.” But according to some
Republicans, President Biden “is nonstheless to blame for the gas prices, if only because he hasn't done
gnough to encourages more domestio ol and gas production”

Sen. Schumer Planning To Call Oil CEOs To Testify Before Congress.

E&E Publishing (3718, Dillon) reports Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) said during 8
floor speech on Wednesday that he intends to make the CEOs of major oil firms testify about alleged
price gouging. Schumer's announcement “did not indicate which committes would hold such a hearing,
aithough multiple panels could claim jurisdiction, including those of Energy and Natural Resources Chair
Jos Manchin (0-W Va.);, Commerce, Science and Transportation Chair Maria Cantwell (-Wash.), and
Finance Chair Ron Wyden (D-Ore.})

House Committese Wants Ol Executives To Testify In April. Newsweek (3/18) reporis US
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chair Frank Pallone (D-NJ) on Wednesday addressead a lelter
o the CEOs of Shell, BF, Chevron, ExxonMobil, Pioneer Natural Resources, and Devon Energy
Corporation asking for “testimony in an April § hearing” regarding possible profiteering. Although US
gasoline prices “had risen prior to Russia’s war on Ukraing, prices skyrocketed to reach all-time highs
after Hussian President Viadimir Putin ordered his military (o invade the country last month.”

Some Progressives Eye Domestic Drilling As Short-term Solution To
Energy Crisis.

Bloomberg (316, Dillard) reports current "ol market tumull” has some progressive Democrats
rethinking their once-steadiast opposition to new domaestic ol and gag drilling. Although new oiffield
investmeants will take several months to affect the market, equivalent investments in alternative energy
will take years {o have an impact. Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA) said in an interview, “In the short tarm, ves,
we need domestic increase in o production. ... And that obviously, s going to not be consistent in the
very short term with climate aspirations. But | think over the long term, we can still have our cimate
goals.” However, other prograssives including Reps. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) and Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez (D-NY) are maintaining their opposition fo increased US ol production.

Biden Administration Authorizes Additional LNG Exports To Europe.

Reuters {3/16) reports the Biden Administration on Wednesday "said on Wednesday it had authorized
gdditional exports of iquefied natural gas from Cheniere Energy in & move that can likely help Ewrope
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deal with an energy crunch worsenad by Rusgsia’s invasion of Ukraine.” The approvals from the
Department of Energy (DOE) “allow Chenigre’s Sabine Pass, Louisiana and Corpus Christi, Texas,
terminals flexibility 1o export the equivalent of 8,72 hillion cubic fest per day {(befpd) of LNG to any
country with which the United States doas not have a free frade agresment, including alt of Europs.”
Cheniere Energy said in a statement, “This authorization will allow for additional operational flexibility for
us and our customers during this pivotal ime and for decades o come”

The AP (3/16) reports American Fetroleum Institute VP for Natural Gas Markets Dustin Meyer said “the
world needs svery moleculs i can get” to wean off Russian energy supplies. DOE said “every operating
LS. LNG export project has approval from DOE to export its full capacity to any country where not
prohibited by U8, law or policy.” DOE also "said the U.S. is the world’s top sxporier of liquified natural
gas, with exporis expected t© grow 20% this vear as additional capacity comes online.” Cheniere Energy
‘said its Sabine Pass facility in Louisiana and its Corpus Christi plant in Texas have been improved and
are making more gas than covered by previous axport permils.”

Offshore Energy (3/17, Pekic) reports Sen. Bl Cassidy (R-LA)Y "announced the DOE will grant an
axport icense 1o the Sabing Pass terminal” Cassidy said, ‘Finally, this export license is long overdus for
Southwest Louisiana.” He added, “We need an Operation Warp Speed {0 expedite energy production
and exports. it will create jobs, lower energy prices and improve national security”

The Hill (3/18, Frazin) repors the DOE “said that its latest move would give every LS, LNG export
project the ability to export at full capacity.” Russig’s invasion of Ukraine has put a spotlight on LNG as
European countries aim to reduce dependence on Russian energy imports. The Hill adds, “Climats
advocates have raised concern about the [LNG's] contribution to climate change”

The LNG Journal (3/17) reports DOE said in 3 statement that i remains committed o finding ways o
help our allies and trading partners with the energy supplies they need.”

KPLO-TVEN | ake Charles, LA (3/17, 4:38 a.m. CDT) reporiad, “The fallout from the Russian invasion of
Ukraine could include reduced energy supplies o Western Europs. Southwest Louisiana could help
bridge the gap. Federal officials have approved Cheniere Energy's plans 1o expand liguefied natural gas
axports from the Sabine Pass LNG terminal in Cameron Parish.” Additional broadcast coverage provided
by KYHP.T Lake Charles, LA (318, 10:05 p.m. CDT). Also reporting are the Korea Times (3/16)
and the Washington Examiner (3/16),

Manchin: US Must Boost Oil And Gas Production To Assure Energy
independence And Aid Europe.

In an appearance on MENBC’s Morning Joe®¥ (3/18), Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) said Russian
FPresident Viadimir Putin “has weaponized energy,” and "used it against Europe.” According to Manchin,
‘Eurcpe made some decisions that have not been good for them, and they're paying the price because
of their dependency on dirty, dirty Russian ol and natural gas. ... The least we can do is ramp up, and do
averything we can o maintain our energy independence, but also...be able o backfill every way
possible.” Manchin added, “We can make sure we produce the cleanest resources.. from fossil, but also
he able {0 segue inlo a cleaner environment with the investiments o ransition. ... We should be ramping
up production” and “doing everything we can to maintain our indepandencea. ... And if we don’t get
Europe up and loaded for next winter, for the summer when they depleted all their reserves, there's
going to be a big problem coming.”
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Lake Powell Hits Historic Low, Raising Hydropower Concerns.

The AP (3/16, Metz, Fonseca) reports that "a massive reservoir known as a boating mecea dipped below
g critical threshold on Tuesday raising new concems aboul a source of power that millions of people in
the U.S. West rely on for electricity.” The AP says "Lake Powell's fall 1o below 3,525 feet (1,075 meters)
puts it at its lowest lavel since the lake filled after the federal government dammed the Colorado River at
Glan Canyon more than a half century ago ~ a record marking yvet another sobering realization of the
impacts of climate change and megadrought.” Meanwhile, “federal officials are confident water levels will
rise in the coming months once snow melts in the Rockies. But they warm that more may need o be
done to ensure Glen Canyon Dam can keep producing hydropower in the years ahead”

Portugal To Launch 3-4 GW Floating Offshore Wind Auction In Summer.

Reuters (3/186, Gonealves) reports Portugal is expected o hold its first floating offshore wind auction
during the summer, which will aim to provide “between 3 and 4 gigawalis (GW) of power in 2026,
Environment and Energy Transiion minister Joao Matos Femandes told Reulers.” Femandes said,
“‘Partugal wanis {o become a major exporter of renewable energy in the fulure and therefore has to bet
on wind offshore.” Fernandes also “lamented the environmental licensing of large onshore wind farms
was ‘becoming more complicated, due to the ecological footprint they always have,” but said Portugal
could side-step that by using floating turbines in its deep coastal waters.” Floating offshore wind is “seen
as the final frontier in the offshore wind industry” and is gaining traction in countries such as Britain,
France and paris of south-east Asia.” Additional coverage is provided by Beneswables Now (3/16) and
Offshore Enginser {3/16).

IEA Says Russia’s Invasion Is Accelerating Transition From Fossil Fuels.

Bloomberg (3/16, Herron) reports the disruption of "ol and gas markets triggered by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine could accelerate the world's transition away from fossi fuels, said the International Energy
Agency.” Following the announcement of US and UK bans on oil import from Russia, “the IEA will
publish a report later this week advising its members on how o curb short-term fuel demand.” The [EA
said in a monthly report, “Today's alignment of energy security and economic factors could well
accelerate the transition away from oil.” The agency has “cut its estimate for demand this year by about
1 million barrels a day.”

Japanese Companies Develop System To Reduce Methane Slip On LNG-
Fueled Vessels.

Splash 247 (BGP) (3/18) reports, “In a polential big breakthrough on shipping's path to decarbonisation,
the Japansase look like they have minimised the issue of methane slip for ships using LNG as a fuel”
Hitachi Zosen, Mitsui OSK Lines (MOL), and Yanmar Power Technologies “have received approval in
principte from ClassNK for a methane oxidation catalyst system, which could cut methane slip from ships
by more than 70%.” The system “reduces methane slip by placing a methane oxidation catalyst in an
LNG fusl engine and oxidising the methanea.” This marks “the first time in the world that a methane
oxidation catalyst system has received approval in principle.”

Community Solar Projects Having Trouble Connecting To Grid.
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E&E Publishing (3/18, Willson) reports that “Colorado utility regulators began collecting data last
summer about the process for connecting small carbon-free energy projects to the grid system.” The
state public ytilities commission “found that 41 percent of community solar projects withdrew thaeir
applications to connect to the grid through the local utility Fublic Service Company of Colorado in 2018
and 2020, underscoring what some say is a growing barrier for clean energy across the country.” E&E
says “developers from New England to California say problems connecting to the grid is an often-
overlooked issue that is strangling new rooflop and community solar projects.” Meanwhile, “research
from the University of California, Berkeley, also suggests thal interconnection problems in California, the
largest solar market in the country, are disproportionately common in historically disadvaniaged
communities.”

Poll Finds Majority Of Americans Support More Domestic Oil And Gas
Production.

SEP Global (316, BEvans) reports, “The war in Ukraineg and the subsequent steap rise in oil prices has
turnad the tide of public sentimeant as an industry-sponsored survey finds a majority of voters in
Colorado, a state which recently passed the strictest drilling setbacks in the US, now support increased
domestic oil and gas drilling.” The survey, conductad by business intelligence company Morming Consult
on behalf of the American Petroleum Institute, "polled hundreds of registered voters of all stripes in sight
LS states” and “found 85% belleve producing more natural gas and ol in the US could help lower
anergy costs for American consumers and small businesses.” Among Colorado voters, “the survey found
ahout 80% agreed domestic off and gas production could help make the US more secure against actions
by Russia and other countries, bolster international standing and national security and hslp lower energy
prices.”

Backinton 4

nvironmental Justice

Census Undercounts Impact Environmental Justice Initiatives.

{arist (3/18) reports that the 2020 census resulls.. are. poised to play a key role in the Biden
administration’s signature environmental justice program, which promiseas that at least 40 percent of the
henefils of government spending on infrastructure, clean energy, and other climate-related programs will
be directed o disadvantaged census tracts.” On Thursday, “the U5, Census Bureau released a
statistical analysis that illuminated a persisient trend in the undertaking: the undercounting of people of
color.” Grist says “‘given the persistence of extreme residential segregation in the U3, low population
tallies i communities of color can drive divestment and divert much-needed dollars for things like
affordable housing, transportation, haalth care, and environmenial remediation.” Meanwhile,
*snvironmaental justice projects like replacing lead pipes, cleaning up contaminated soil, updating failing
sewage systems, and fortifying housing stocks against heat waves, storms, and floods could also suffer”
Finally, "undercounts can lead to communities of color having diluted political reprasentation if districts
are drawn based on incomplete data”
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Pennsylvania Revising Environmental Justice Policy.

MPR (3/16) reports that “officials with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) released a final
draft revision of the state Environmental Justice Public Participation Policy Friday.” Justin Dula, acting
director of the state’s Office of Environmental Justice, said: "We're looking to sort of build on and expand
from that policy from oriliques we've heard. Back in 2004, Pennsvivania was leading the way and was
fairly sarly in having a policy around environmental justice. But some other states have surpasssd us
since then. So we're looking (o again be on the forefront with this policy” NPR says “the drafl revision
significantly broadens the existing policy, which dates back to 2004 and provides residents of so-called
‘ervironmental justice areas’ extra information and engagement opportunities during the permitting
process for projects in their neighborhoods. . that will impact the environment or public health.”

Backiniop 4

CEQ Facing Interagency Pushback On “Narrow” NEPA Rewrite.

Inside EPA (3/18) reports that “the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) is facing
pushback from federal agencies that are warning s draft final phase 1 National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) rule fails to meet administrative law requirements and will only sow confusion and cause
delays of critical infrastructure projects, sources say.” Inside EPA says “the draft version of the final rule,
which is currently undergoing Office of Management & Budge! (OMEB) review, saeks to ‘narrowly’ revise
how agencies implement the badrock environmental law.”

Back v top &

Toxics

EPA: PFAS From Certain Plastic Can Violate Toxic Substances Control Act.

Bloomberg BMNA (3/18) reporis that "PFAS released by certain types of plastic containers may be illegal,
the EFA warned companies making, using, and disposing the canisters in an open leller released
Yednesday.” The EPA said “treating high-densily polyethviene (HDPE) plastic containers with fluorine
gas, which is done o protect chemicals and other substances stored in them, can unintentionally
manufacture” per- and polyfiuorcalky! substances, or PFAS.” The ERA said “that manufacture could be
a new use of the chemicals that violates Toxic Substances Control Act regulations the EFA has issued
to control these chemicals.”

E&E Publishing (3/18, Crunden, Wittenberg) reporis that “the presence of so-called forever chemicals
in pesticides may stem from a violation of federal chemical law, according to an announcement today
from EPA In an open letler, "EPA announced several actions amid an ongoeing investigation scrutinizing
plastic containers fluorinated with PFAS.” Now, "EPA says the contamination may constitute a violation
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of the Toxic Substances Control Act, which reguiates chemicals nationwide. EPA issued the lalter io
HOPE manufacturers, processors and other relevant parties, informing them that the presence of per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances may fly in the face of federal law. The chemicals can he formed as
byproducts in the containers.” Assistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safsty and Pollution
FPrevention Michal Freedhoff said, "Today's action will help ensure thal responsible parties are held
accountable for any fulure PFAS contamination affecting communities.”

inside EFA (3/18) also reports,

EPA Prohibits Production Of Preservative Used On Utility Poles.

Mawsday (NYY (3M18) reports that EPA “has ‘canceled’ production of an ‘sxtremely toxic’ wood
presarvative that had been the focus of ratepayer protests over PSEG’s installation of tall wooden ulility
poles freated with the substance.” Newsday says “the substance, pentachlorophenol, or penta, had been
used for decades as the preservative of choice for wooden utility poles, despite findings that it was
‘axtremely foxic’ to humans and a ‘probable’ carcinogen.” The agency’s ruling said, “EPA found that
given the emeargence of viable aliernatives, the risks pentachiorophenol poses {o workers’ health
outweigh the benefils of its use.” Newsday reports “production, distribution and sale of the preservative
must end by February, 20247 Meanwhile, “existing stocks of penta-treated poles and other products can
continua only through Feb, 20277

Freedhoff Aims To Balance TSCA Fenceline Screenings, “Urgency.”

Inside EPA (3/18) reports that “chemicals chief Michal Freedhoff told EPA science advisors on March 15
that the agency see its screenings of Trump-era TSCA evaluations Tor fenceling community sxposures
as a difficult balancing act, where insufficient action could leave out vulnerable communities while
formally supplementing the documents will delay regulations by a year or more.”

DOD Takes Incremental Step On State PFAS Limits.

inside EPA C¥15) reports that “as EPA prepares (o reguiate per- and polvfluorealkyl substances (PFAS)
under waste and water laws, the Defense Departiment (DOD) s taking an incremental step toward
following stricler state drinking water standards though DOD and the states remain at odds over whether
the military is reguired to comply with such requirements.” Setlling 8 long-running legal issue, "one top
official recently issued guidancs that gives the services the option of complying with state drinking water
standards that may be stricter than EPA’s”

lllinois Attorney General Says 3M Negligence Resulted In PFAS
Contamination.

Bloomberg BNA (3/18) reporis that “3M Co. vicolated lllinois statules by negligently discharging,
disposing, and ahandoning PFAS at one of its facilities, state Allomey General Kwame Raoul said in a
Wednesday court filing.” Raoul "asseried in a lawsull filad in linois Circull Court that St Paul, Minn.-
hased 3M has illegally ‘discharged, emitted, placed, disposed of, leaked, spilled, and/or abandoned’
parfluorcalky! and pobyfluoroalky! substances (PFAS) al its Cordova, L Facility”

Farmers Back Plan For $100M To Tackle PFAS Contamination.
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The AP (3/18) reportg, *Maine farmers and the state’s agriculiure commisgsioner have testified in favor of
a proposal that would create a $100 million fund to help pay for problems caused by long-lasting
chemicals.” The article adds, “The Maine Legislature is considering creating the fund to do things ke
help farmers pay for waler and soil tesis and cover crop and animal losses related o perfluorcalkyl and
pobvfluorcaliyl contamination.” According to the article, “The main concarmn from some who {estified on
the bill on Wednesday was that 3100 million wouldnt be enough, the Portland Press Hersld reported”

Pennsylvania Asks For Input On PFAS Rule.

MER (3/16, McDevit)) reports that Pennsylvania “is asking for feedback on a proposed rule o limit what
are known as ‘forever chemicals’ in drinking water.” The Department of Environmental Protection “is
proposing a maximum contaminant level of 14 parts per frillion for the chemical FFOA and an MCL of 18
ppt for PFOS” DEP Secretary Patrick MeDonnell said, "l is noteworthy, iU's the first time in the
commonwealth where we have set our own MCL, not simply adopted a federal standard.” The EPA
recommends a imit of 70 ppt for the two chemicals combined, though it is also working on new
ragulations”

“Agent Orange Of Our Generation:” Bill Would Aid PFAS-exposed
Veterans.

BLive (4D (3716, Ellison) reports, “The Veterans Exposed {0 Toxic PFAS Act (VET PFAS Act) would
require the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to cover reatment for certain health conditions
refated the exposure {0 PFAS chemicals — a ubiquitous problem at military bases arpund the county
where chemical-based firefighting foam was used in training and emergencies.” The article adds, “Under
the bill, several linesses associated with PFAS exposure would be considered ‘service-connected
disabiliies, making veterans and their families eligible for disability payments and medical reatment
from the VA without forcing them through an onerous process o prove a connection betwesn their
symptoms and sxposure {o contaminants.”

Wisconsin PFAS Standards One Step Closer To Reality.

The National Law Review {(3/18, Gardella) reports, "The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’
{(WIDNR} Natural Resources Board (NRB) recently voted 1o recommend to state leaders thres PFAS-
refated regulatory steps, which will have significant impacts on companies in Wisconsin.” The article
adds, “Wisconsin's NRE recently recommended that the siale tgke three steps with respect o the
passage of PFAS-related standards for the state: (1) adopt a drinking water standard of 70ppt for PFOA
and PFOS, (2) adopt a surface water standard of 8 ppt for PFOS in surface waters that can support fish,
and {3} not adopt any standard for PFAS standards for groundwater contamination.”

Back v top &

Trash/Recycling

Says I’s Cooperating In EU Car Recycling Antitrust Probe.
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Bloomberg (3118, Raymunt) covers Volkswagen announcing is cooperation with the European
Commission’s antitrust investigation into several astomakers and companies colluding in recyeling end-
of-life vehicles. VW added it received a requast from authorilies and has applied for leniency dus to ils
cooperation,

Brazilian Biologists Find Presence Of Microplastics To Be Worse Than
Feared.

Feuters (3/16) reports, ‘Biclogists in Rio de Jansiro studying the presence of microplastics in maring life
off the coast of Brazil's postoard city have found that the impact of plastic poliution is far worse than they
had feared.” Plastic objects that wind up in the ocean can break down into small pieces known as
microplastios which then “end up inside fish and other creatures.” According to the researchers, "even
sea urchins exiracted from what was thought to be a clean area surrounding the Cagarras islands ~
designated a natural monument since 2010 ~ show traces of plastic on the inside.”

Back v top &

Experts Warn Fate Of Oceans Hinges On Sewage, Waste Control.

Reuters (3/18) reports, “The world’s oceans are suffocating form a lack of oxygen caused by global
warming and human poliution from sewage and industrial waste, and we are running out of time {o fix the
problem, experts and diplomats warnad on Weadnesday.” During a “preparatory meesting in Brasilia for
the United Nations Ocean Conference in June, they stressed that saving the oceans requires solving
drinking water and sanitation needs on land o stop uncontrolied dumping in the sea.” The UN. Ceean
Confarence (UNQOC) "will be held in Lisbon from June 27 1o July 1, and will be co-hosted by Portugal and
Kenya”

Septic Truck Releases At Least 500 Gallons Of Raw Sewage In
Pennsylvania.

The Allentown (PA) Morning Call (3/15, Kummer) reports that "a truck used to empty residential septic
systems leaked with reports varying between 500 fo 1,000 gallons of untreated sewage off a roadway in
a rural area of South Coatesville borough Tuesday moming.” South Coatesville Police Chief Kevin
FPierce “sald the leak occurred about 11:45 a.m. when a glass used by the driver to view inside the tank
broke while the truck was parked on the 2000 block of Upper Gap Road.” Pierce said “the Cheaster
County hazardous malerials team was called.. and both the Pennsylvania Deparment of Environmental
Frotection and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency were notified.”

EPA: Atlanta Scrap Metal Plant Not Meeting Safety Requirements.

The Atlanta Joumnal-Constitution {(3/16) reports that the EPA “says that a scrap metal processing
facility in south Atlanta still has not made all of the safety improvements required by an emergency order
issued against the company more than two months agoe.” Al a virtual public meeting, “an EPA official told
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residents that her agency notified TAY Holdings Inc. in February that i was not in complianee with the
agency’s order.” The EPA order issued on January 10 “warmed that hazardous waste found smanating
from a scrap metal processing plant could pose an ‘imminent and substantial’ danger to humans and the
anvironment.” At Tuesday's public mesting, Caral Kemker, the director of the agency’s Region 4
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division, “said that, while the company has taken steps (o
better contain its waste, i has not addressed some terms of the order.” She “did not specify which
provisions TAY has not complied with yvet, but said the EPA is closely monitoring the company's
progress.”

Report: White Mesa Uranium Mill Has Become “Radioactive Waste Dump.”

The Hill (3118, Udasin) reports, that “the White Mesa uranium mill, located just a mile from Bears Ears
National Monument, now houses more than 700 million pounds of foxic waste ~ making the Uah desert
site ‘America’s cheapest radicactive waste dump,” 8 new report has found.” According to the report,
which was published on Monday by the Grand Canyon Trust, “Folluters are finding that the cheapest
place to send unwanted radioactive waste is the White Mesa Mill — but it's not a waste dump, s a
uranium mill. If the White Mesa Mill wants to act like 3 radioactive wasts dump, it should be regulated
like one.” Although the ERA “prohibited the mill from accepting waste from federal hazardous waste sites
in Becember, due o concermns about the emission of foxic radon gas, that order doss not bar other
radioactive waste deliveries.” In response to the report’s findings, “the Utah Department of
Environmental Quality’s Division of Waste Management and Radiation Control affirmed the White Mesa
Mill's adherence to state and national exposure regulations”

Backioiop &

ater

Judge Fears Impacts Of Scrapping Florida CWA Section 404 Permit Power.

Inside EPA (3/16) reports that “a federal judge appeared sympathetic 1o environmentalists’ claim that
the Trump administration’s approval of Clean Water Act (CWA) dredge-and-fill permitling powers for
Florida was procedurally flawed, but during & March 15 hearing struggled with whether they were directly
harmed by those viclations and whather any remedy would lead 10 ‘chaos.”

Ohio Explosives Company To Pay $2.3 Million Over Wastewater Pollution.

Bloomberg BMNA (3/18) reporis that *Austin Powder Company has agreed {0 upgrade the wasiewsaler
freatment operations at its Red Diamond explosives manufacturing plant near McArthur, Ohio, and pay a
civil penalty of $2.3 million.” The compiain alleges “the facility has had hundreds of discharges of
pollutanis since 2013, which violates the effiuent limitgtions in its permits.” The facility "also did not fully
comply with an earlier Environmental Protection Agency administrative order on consent about these
concermns, according to the complainl.” The proposed setflement "says Austin Powder will invest around
$3 million to improve two of its wastewsater treatment plants.”
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Florida’s Starving Manatees Reflect Troubles In Coastal Ecosystems.

LISA Today (3117} reports that “state and federal biclogists have been feeding manatses since mid-
December (o stave off 3 mass starvation thal's been going on in the indian River Lagoon for more than a
year.” USA Today says “a series of algas blooms decimaled vast seagrass beds where the sea cows
once grazed in the indian River Lagoon on the Central Florida coast.” State records show “a reported
1,101 manaiees diad last year...up {0 10% or more of the estimated manates population in 2018, the
most recent number available.” USA Today reports “the manaiee deaths illustrate how ecosystems
already waakened by human activities and a changing climate can plungs into disaster when one svent
spirals through a food chain. And they are the latest and possibly highest profile casualty in a series of
similarly devastating events that plague coastal areas around the globe”

MAWC Seeks Damages For Contamination Of Water System.

The Westmorsland (PA) Tribune-Review (3718, Cholodofsky) reports, “The Municipal Authority of
Westmoreland County has filed a lawsull against more than wo dozen chemical companies, acousing
them of manufacturing of loxic substances and contaminating the local water system.” The lawsuit
allages that PFAS were manufactured despite warnings of potential toxicity and damage to water
systems. According to the Tribune-Review, *Companies such as 3M, Carrier, Chemours and DuPont,
among others, were named as defendanis in the lawsuil. Lawyers said another 100 unnamed designers,
manufaciurers, marksters and sellers of the chemicals also were listed as defendants.”

Backiniop 4

Russian Invasion Of Ukraine Highlights Flaws In ESG Investing.

Bloomberg (3/18, Quinson) reports that for a while now, “managers of big funds touting their supposed
focus on the environment, social issues and corporate governance have been faulted for holding shares
of fossil-fuel purveyors {including Exxon Mobil Corp. and Chevron Corp.), weapons manufacturers (like
Raytheon Technologies Corp.) and mining companies (such as Newmont Corp.).” Critics “have only
grown louder since Viadimir Putin launched his war against Ukraing almost three weeks ago, killing
thousands so far” it has “emerged that so-called ESG funds had at least $8.3 billion allocated to
Russian government bonds and companias.” Although “the figure is small compared with the roughly
$2.7 trilion devoted to ESG-related funds, the revelation has turbocharged skepticism about the merits
of ESG investing.”

SEC To Consider Climate Disclosure Rules.

GreenBiz (3/16, Walters, Manson) reports the “biggest experiment vet in mandated disclosure may be
an expected U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission proposal (o extend these ideas o cimale
impacts facing U.5 Histed companies.” Climate disclosure regulations “would require publicly traded
companies 1o releass information to investors about their emissions and how they are managing risks
refated to climate change and future climate reguiations.” Although it is easy 1o spot climate change-
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refated risks facing companies such as Exxonbobil that produces and selis fossil fuels that contribute to
global warming, hidden vuinerabilities exist for businesses across the U.S. economy.”

HSBC Planning To “Phase Down” Fossil Fuel Investments.

Bloomberyg (3/18, Marsh) reports HSBC Heldings Ple. officials said in a statement Weadnesday that the
firm will "phase down” its financing for the fossil fuel industry as part of an effort {o meet the bank’s net-
zero emissions larget. HEBC officials said the bank will continue working with energy sector clients “who
take an active role in the energy transition and who apply good industry practices around environmental,
social, and governance issuas.” HSBC Chief Sustainability Officer Celine Herweijer said, “We believe we
can have the biggest impact on climate action by actively engaging our clienis on their transition,
focusing on the need for robust and credible transition plans, and by providing the financing and advigsory
solutions that help unlock the investimenis needed.”

Corporate Venture Funds Doubled Climate-Tech Investments Last Year.

The Wall Street Journad (Request Arficle) (318, Chim) reports corporate venture funds last year
investad $23.2 billion in climate-technology companies — a broad sector that includes renewable energy,
energy storage and slectric vehicles. That is double the amount invested in 2020, according o
PitchBook Data Inc. However, the investiments come with financial risk as clean-technology startups’
valuations are increasingly scrutinized over carbon-reduction commitments,

Analysis: “Greenwashing” Calls Concept Of ESG Into Question.

Blommberg (3/16, Quinson) reports that "managers of big funds touting thelr supposed focus on” E8G
principles “have been faulted for holding shares of fossil-fuel purveyors. weapons manufacturers...and
mining companies. ... in fact, the largest ESG-focused exchange-traded fund —~ the $22.9 billion iShares
ESG Aware MSCIUSA ETF (ESGL) ~ has almost 3.1 percent of its assets invested in the ol and gas
sector, the indusiry most responsible for the accelerating destruction of the planet's atmosphere.” This
trand and revelations that "so-called ESG funds had st least $8.3 billion allocated o Russian
governmaent bonds and companies” have brought the entire concept of ESG investing into queastion.
According to commentary from former Ukrainian Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko, “the phenomenon of
greenwashing has now morphed into ‘ESG-washing.”

Activist Investor’s Occidental Petroleum Climate Proposal Will Go Before
Shareholders This May.

Bloomberg (3/16, Freitas) reports Occidental Petroleum must bring activist investor Follow This’ climate
proposal to a shareholder vote in May, according o an SEC letler to the company. The proposal
‘outlings how 1o meet climate targets under the Paris Climate Agreement.” The SEC's decision “is
another victory for climate activists, who have increasingly pressured fossil fuel companies to disclose a
solid plan on how to slash their emissions.” In 2021, oil majors “from ExxonMobil Corp. {o Shell Ple
faced shareholder rebeallions over climate issuss during their annual investor gatherings.”

The Financial Times (3/16) also reports.
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Message

From: OGClibrary [OGCLibrary@epa.gov]

Sent: 4/7/2021 3:07:38 PM

To: OGClibrary [OGCLibrary@epa.gov]; Adair, Jocelyn [Adair.Jocelyn@epa.gov]; Anderson, Lea [anderson.lea@epa.gov];
Anderson, Steve [Anderson.Steve@epa.gov]; Aranda, Amber [aranda.amber@epa.gov]; Averback, Jochathan
[Averback.Jonathan@epa.gov]; Belser, Evan [Belser.Evan@epa.gov]; Bianco, Karen [Bianco.Karen@epa.gov]; Blake,
Wendy [Blake.Wendy@epa.gov]; Bodine, Susan [bodine.susan@epa.gov]; Branning, Amy [Branning. Amy@epa.gov];
Buchsbaum, Seth [buchsbaum.seth@epa.gov]; Bunker, Byron [bunker.byron@epa.gov]; Caballero, Kathryn
[Caballero.Kathryn@epa.gov]; Carrillo, Andrea [Carrillo.Andrea@epa.gov]; Carroll, Thomas
[Carroll.Thomas@epa.gov]; Chariton, Tom [Charlton.Tom@epa.gov]; Conrad, Daniel [conrad.daniel@epa.gov];
Cozad, David [Cozad.David@epa.gov]; Davis, Julian [davis.julian@epa.gov]; Dickinson, David
[Dickinson.David@epa.gov]; Dixon, Chelsea [Dixon.Chelsea@epa.gov]; Doster, Brian [Doster.Brian@epa.gov]; Dubey,
Susmita [dubey.susmita@epa.gov]; Dugan, Brett [Dugan.Brett@epa.gov]; Froikin, Sara [Froikin.Sara@epa.gov];
Garfinkle, Stacey [garfinkle.stacey@epa.gov]; Graham, Cheryl [Graham.Cheryl@epa.gov]; Greenglass, Nora
[Greenglass.Nora@epa.gov]; Grisby, Erin [grisby.erin@epa.gov]; Hambright, Rosemary
[Hambright.Rosemary.E@epa.gov]; Hindin, David [Hindin.David@epa.gov]; Hoffman, Howard
[hoffman.howard@epa.gov]; Hogan, Stephanie [Hogan.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Iddings, Brianna
[Iddings.Brianna@epa.gov]; Igoe, Sheila [lgoe.Sheila@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov];
Jordan, Scott [Jordan.Scott@epa.gov]; Kaplan, Robert [kaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Kataoka, Mark
[Kataoka.Mark@epa.gov]; Klepp, Robert [Klepp.Robert@epa.gov]; Knapp, Kristien [Knapp.Kristien@epa.gov];
Kodish, Jeff [Kodish.Jeff@epa.gov]; Krallman, John [kraliman.john@epa.gov]; Kryman, Matthew
[Kryman.Matthew@epa.gov]; Kulschinsky, Edward [Kulschinsky.Edward@epa.gov]; Lee, Michael
[lee.michaelg@epa.gov]; Li, Ryland (Shengzhi) [Li.Ryland@epa.gov]; Lucca, Jose [Lucca.Jose@epa.gov]; Mackey,
Cyndy [Mackey.Cyndy@epa.gov]; Manners, Mary [manners.mary@epa.gov]; Marks, Matthew
[Marks.Matthew@epa.gov]; Mastro, Donna [Mastro.Donna@epa.gov]; Matsumoto, Kimi
[Matsumoto.Kimi@epa.gov]; McConkey, Diane [Mcconkey.Diane@epa.gov]; Meisenbach, Caitlin
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Qeler, Lawrence [Oeler.Lawrence@epa.gov]; OGC NFO FEAT [OGC_NFO_FEAT@epa.gov]; Okoye, Winifred
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Elizabeth (Libby) [pettit.elizabetha@epa.gov]; Portmess, Jessica [Portmess.Jessica@epa.gov]; Rodman, Sonja
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Subject: RE: Air & Radiation Law News for April 06, 2021

CORRECTION: This news alert is for today April 7%, not the 6™.

James H. Jenkins

Headquarters OGC Law Librarian

Contractor-ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS)
ogelibrarv@epagoy

(202)-564-3971
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PA Chief Sees Replacing Lax Trump Tailpipe Rules
This &

er
EPA Administrator Michael Regan says the Biden administration is on track o propose
by the end of July new limits on the emission of greenhouse gases from gutomobiles
that are strong encugh to meet “the urgency of the climate crisis.”

‘Demands of the Day’. In an exclusive interview vesterday with Bloomberg News,
Regan noted that “the science indicales we have a shorl window in time {0 reverse the
path that we're on and mitigate against certain cimate impacts.” He also highlighted
California’s unique role in fighting pollution, the retum of the U.S. {0 the Paris climale
accord, the potential role of g carbon tax and the urgent need o replace hundreds of
scientists shed by the agency under former President Donald Trump.

Signal Strength: An Environmental Protection Agency rewrite of a Trump-era
regulation relaxing limits on emissions from certain vehicles is shaping up to be an
early test of President Joe Biden's commitment {o fighting climate change—eaven when
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industry opposes the measures. Regan signaled that the agency wouldn’t vield to
pressure from automakers to water down the tailpipe emissions requirements, given
that the transportation sector is now the top U.5. source of planet-warming pollution.

Leading the News

EPA Urged to Regulate Methane, Ethane Under Air Standards

More than 400 groups sent a letter Tuesday to the Environmental Protection Agency
calling for rules that would reguiate smog-forming methane and ethane emissions
under national air standards.

¥ Document Altached

Exxon Gets Short-term Freeze of Deceptive Marketing Case (1)

A federal appeals court has agreed to temporarnily freeze D.C. court proceedings in
litigation that accuses Exxon Mobil Corp. of misleading the public about I8 investiments
in clean energy.

¥ Documeants Allached

Law Students Fault Gibson Dunn for Dakota Pipeline, Chevron Work

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher should set an ethical standard for representing fossil fuel
companies, a student law group said Wednesday, citing the firm’s work on the Dakota
Access Pipeline.
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Eneray Department Must Face Suit Over ‘Secretive’ Coal Council

The Departiment of Energy's allegedly active role in a8 coal advisory corporation’s
operations supports 8 lawsuil challenging its “secretive nature,” a Montang federsl
court said Tuesday.

& Dipcuments Altached

Why the World Awails Bidern’s Pledage on Climate Change: QuickTake

The U.S. is developing a new goal for reducing greenhouse gases, a required step
after President Joe Biden rejoined the Paris Agreement. Biden says America’s new
commitment—officially known as a nationally determined contribution, or NDC—will be
much more ambiticus than its initial one.

The U.K.'s seabed is more valuable as a carbon sink absorbing pollution from industry
than as a source of oil and natural gas, official estimates from the government’s Office
for Nationals Statistics show.

Yellen Backs Aligning U.S, Portfolios With Climate Goals (1)

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen on Tuesday outlined her department’s plans on
fighting climate change with remarks that are likely {o ramp up a dispute with
Republican lawmakers over the appropriate use of financial regulation on that front.
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John Kerry To Push India on Net Zero Target Ahead of Global Mest

U.5. climate envoy John Kerry is in New Delhi this week 1o push Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government {0 boost its climate ambitions as i considers announcing
a net zero target ahead of a virtual summit iater this month.

Putin Plans to Attend Biden Climate Summit Despite ‘Killer’ Jibe

Russian President Viadimir Putin plans to take part in a climate summit organized by
U.S. counterpart Joe Biden, according to two officials with knowledge of the
preparations in Moscow.

PavPal Pledges fo Reach Net-Zero Greanhouse Emissions by 2040

FayPal Holdings Inc. said it would achieve net-zero greenhouse-gas emissions by
2040 as it looks for ways financial fechnology can prevent climate change.

Bitcoin Blockchain Operations in China Threaten Climate Goals

The energy consumption and carbon emission from Bitcoin mining will undercut
China’s climate efforts without more stringent regulations and policy changes,

ED_006750_00000433-00007



EPA-2020-004264

Costs of Uranium Mine Near Grand Canvon Considered, Agency Savs

The U.S. Forest Service considered all relevant environmental costs and properly
excluded sunk costs when i found Energy Fuels Resources Inc. had valid existing
rights to mine near the Grand Canyon, the agency tells the Ninth Circuit.

& Dipcuments Altached

=V-Baltery Rivals SK, LG Race Clock to Sway Biden on Import Ban

Two of the world's largest electric-vehicle ballery makers have hired top Washington
insiders to hold near-daily meetings with the Biden administration in a battle that could
affect the electrification plans of Ford Motor Co. and Volkswagen AG.

Occidental CEO Rejects U.S, Carbon Tax in Break With Big Oil (2)

Occidental Petroleum Corp. has split from some of its larger rivals by rejecting a
potential U.S. carbon tax, saying that it prefers the existing system of tax credits
designed o encourage oil companias {o store carbon dioxide and reduce emissions.

mmmm ALERT
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Environmentalists Press EPA For Multipollutant Power Sector Agenda

Major environmental groups are urging President Joe Biden o set a “clear and aggressive schadule”
for ERPA to curb climate and conventional pollutants from power plants using air, water and wasie
laws, underscorning the pressures facing the fossil fuel-fired plants regardless of whether Congress
enacts clean energy measures. FULL STORY

in Multipoliutant Bid, Petition Seeks VOC Rules For Oil & Gas Methane

A coslition of more than 400 environmental groups is petitioning EPA 1o regulate ol and gas industry
emissions of the greenhouse gas methane as a volatile organic compound (VOC) in Clean Air Act
permits io curb not only methane but also czone, part of environmentalists’ growing push for
muttipoilutant air rules for specific sectors. FULL STORY

EPA Call For CASAC Members Might Delay Review Of Trump NAAQS Rules

EFPA Administrator Michael Regarys decision {o disband the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Commitlee
{CASAQC) and seek new members might delay the agency's review of controversial Trump rules that
opted against tightening the national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ozone and particulate
matter (PM), sources say. FULL BTORY

CASAC Dismissal Wins Praise From Environmentalists, State Air Officials
Environmentalists, public health advocates and some state air regulators are praising EFA
Administrator Michael Regan's decision to dismiss the entire Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee
{CASAC) and sesk new members, saying the move should ultimately result in more scientifically
defensible reviews of ambient air standards. FULL STORY

S — »
% 1IN ! iy
NIRRT N Y -

Appeals court scraps 2 Trump emissions rules

Pamela King and Nilna H. Farah, E&E News reporters
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Published: Tuesday, April 6, 2021

woes, hike

A federal appeals court has granted the Biden administration's request to dump two Trump-era EPA rules on
greenhouse gas emissions from landfills, energy facilities and other sources.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit issued a short grder vesterday scrapping the Trump
administration's 2019 rule delaying implementation of an Obama-era regulation governing landfill emissions.

Landfills are the nation's third-largest source of human-released methane, a potent greenhouse gas.

The Trump administration had argued that delaying the rule was necessary to give states more time to craft their
implementation plans under the 2016 "Emission Guidelines and Compliance Times for Municipal Solid Waste
Landfills."

Trump's EPA cited a ruling from the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals that gave the agency more time to act on
methane emissions from landfills (E&E Mews PM, Oct. 22, 2020).

Arguments in the D.C. Circuit case were scheduled for Feb. 22 but canceled at the Biden administration’s request
(Greenwire, March 5).

The Environmental Defense Fund, one of the environmental challengers in the case, applauded the D.C. Circuit's
decision to toss the delay rule and send EPA back to work on the issue.

"It's great news that the court has now fully vacated the rule, and it's urgent that the Biden administration finalize a

plan to reduce landfill pollution nationwide as soon as possible,” Rachel Fullmer, a senior attorney for the group, said
n a statement.

Exemption rule

In a separate prder yesterday, the D.C. Circuit threw out the Trump administration’s last-minute bid to limit which
sectors could be subject to greenhouse gas regulations.

Under the rule, EPA would have exempted source categories from regulation that produced less than 3% of total U.S.
emissions, deeming those sources too small to lead to dangerous levels of pollution.
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The sources included o1l and gas production facilities, petroleum refineries and boilers. EPA billed the new threshold
as a way to avoid regulating 10 additional source categories.

The Trump administration had surprised observers by tucking the brand new regulation within a final rule for New
Source Performance Standards for new and modified coal-fired power plants.

Biden's EPA had submitted an unopposed motion last month to toss out the rule, noting among other problems that its
predecessors had failed to seek public comment on the final rule (Greenwire, March 18).

The D.C. Circutt sent both rules back to EPA for further consideration.

B L 4

Enviros push EPA to toss waiver for ozone-forming emissions

Published: Tuesday, April 6, 2021

LR} gas sife puns off i
This story was updated at 4:35 p.m. EDT.

In a move with potentially far-reaching consequences for both the oil and gas industry and the Biden administration’s
climate agenda, environmental advocacy groups are pushing EPA to scrap a long-standing policy that waives
regulation of methane and ethane as smog-forming pollutants.

In a petitien submitted today, the Center for Biological Diversity, joined by hundreds of other organizations, asked the
agency to reverse a 1970s-era decision that exempts the two hydrocarbons from treatment as volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), saying that "massive” emissions "contribute appreciably to local and regional ozone levels."

Methane in particular is also a potent heat-trapping gas, meaning that any resulting reductions would contribute
"positively” to efforts to slow global warming, the petition says.

Ozone, a lung irritant that is the main ingredient in smog, is spawned by the reaction of VOCs and nitrogen oxides in

sunshine. Typically, states must require chemical manufacturers and other industries in areas that fail to meet national
ground-level ozone standards to limit VOC emissions.
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But over the years, EPA has given dozens of compounds a pass on classification as VOCs in that regulatory context.
Leading the list are methane and ethane, exempted in 1977 on the grounds that they are "negligibly reactive” as a
contributor to ozone formation. Methane is the main component in natural gas; ethane is also widely used in plastics
production.

But the science underlying that conclusion is outdated, the petition says, adding that the two chemicals are "far more
prevalent” in the atmosphere than any regulated VOC. Both also contribute to compliance problems with EPA's
ground-level ozone standards, especially near oil and gas operations, the document says.

EPA will review and respond to the petition, a spokeswoman said in an email. Under the Clean Air Act, the agency
can't "anreasonably delay” a decision but otherwise does not face a hard deadline, Robert Ukeiley, a Center for
Biological Diversity attorney who filed the petition with members of a University of Colorado environmental law
clinic, said in an interview.

At the American Petroleum Institute, the oil and gas industry's lead trade group, a spokesperson did not take a position
on the petition. But as part of the institute's Climate Action Framework, the industry backs "direct regulation of
methane from new and existing sources," the spokesperson said in an email after this story was published. To cut
emissions across the entire supply chain, API also promotes reductions in refinery releases of greenhouse gases, he
said.

If granted, the petition's effect would be significant, Ukeiley said.

In Colorado, for example, every oil and gas well is deemed a "minor" emissions source for permitting purposes, he
said. Factor in releases of methane and ethane, however, and they would fall under the "major source" umbrella that
entails stricter control requirements, he said. Other sources include petrochemical plants and agriculture, Ukeiley said.

At WildEarth Guardians, another signer to the petition, Climate and Energy Program Director Jeremy Nichols
predicted that the impact on pipelines and other operations further "downstream” in the processing process would be
particularly pronounced. Asked whether he expects the petition to be granted in the face of probable industry
opposition, Nichols said he takes President Biden at his word in his oft-proclaimed commitment to combating climate
change.

"We have every expectation that EPA is going to follow through," Nichols said.

Under the Trump administration, EPA rolled back Obama-era methane regulations on new and modified o1l and gas
operations. That move is now being challenged in federal court by California and other states (Greenwire, Sept. 14,
2020). At the Biden administration's reguest, proceedings in that litigation before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit are now on hold.

If EPA grants the petition, however, existing sources of ethane and methane would also be included in the states'
inventories of VOC emissions and thus be subject to regulations aimed at ensuring compliance with ground-level
ozone standards.

"It's going to be a big deal,” Nichols said.
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1. INTERIOR;
Nada Culver shakes up BLM, oil and climate policy

Clues are emerging about how interim Bureau of Land Management Director Nada Culver may change oil, NEPA,
sage grouse and public lands policy.

TOP 8TORIES

2. ELECTRIC VEHICLES;
GM rolls out e-pickup truck, trumpets Biden plan

3. ENERGY TRANSITIONS:
Biden dilemma: Fossil jobs pay more than renewables

4, GRIG:

‘Spoiler Alert': Texas blackout report sparks outrage

TECHNOLOGY

5, EMISSIONS:
CO2-to-plastics? Oil major aims to try

ENERGY TRANSITIONS

8. ELECTRICITY:
Coal power projects grow for first time since 2015

ENERGY POLICY

7. ELECTRIC VEHICLES:
Ex-Trump official joins company eyeing EV battery minerals

ELECTRICITY

8. UTILITIES:
PG&E faces criminal charges in 2019 wildfire

8, HYDROPOWER;
Egypt, Sudan say no progress in talks over Ethiopia’'s dam

Ol AND GAB

10, PIPELINES:
Enbridge to Biden: Lake Michigan tunnel fits U.S. plans

11, QULAHOMA
Tax collections rise, led by oil and gas revenue
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1. Q8A;
inslee to Biden: Brag more about climate action

The White House is asking Gov. Jay Inslee for advice on infrastructure messaging. He suggested focusing the debate
on climate change.

TOP STORIES

2. POLITICS:
Battle erupts over the definition of ‘infrastructure’

3. EMISSIONS:
Climate-friendly plastics? These companies aim to try

PFOLITICS

4, FINANCE;
‘Completely new’: Yellen outlines Treasury's climate goals

CLIMATE IMPACTS

5. SCIENCE:
Longer droughts and unstable rainfall plague the West

LAW

8. POLITICS:
States press DOJ to chart new course in climate cases

7. ACTIVISN:
Students target law firm over fossil fuel work

BUSINEES

8. TECHNOLOGY:
PayPal pledges to reach net-zero emissions by 2040

N THE STATES
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8, NEVADA:
Las Vegas water official says state should ban 'unused turf’

10, WISCONSIN:
Governor declares emergency because of wildfires

INTERNATIONAL

11, YNITEDR KINGDOM;
Report trumpets seabed's value as carbon sink

HOW CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECTS COLOMBIA'S COFFEE PRODUCTION

If your day started with a cup of coffee, there’s a good chance your morning brew came from Colombia.

e
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TO INTERVENE ORNOTTO INTERVENE? THAT IS THE FUTURE CLIMATE QUESTION

Nine of the hottest years in human history have occurred in the past decade.

_

NEW PAPER EXPLORES POSSIBLE EFFECTS OF BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION ON MANATEES

A new publication from the Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s Marine Mammal Research Program (DISL) examines how bridge-building and in-
water construction activities may affect manatees and other large aquatic species.

_

PIPING PLOVERS BREED LESS AND MOVE MORE IN THE NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS

Piping plover breeding groups in the Northern Great Plains are notably connected through movements between
habitats and show lower reproductive rates than previously thought, according to a new U.S. Geological Survey
study.

L

BEEF INDUSTRY CAN CUT EMISSIONS WITH IMPROVEMENTS IN LAND MANAGEMENT,
PRODUCTION EFFICIENCY

A comprehensive assessment of 12 different strategies for reducing beef production emissions worldwide found
that industry can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by as much as 50% in certain regions, with the most
potential in the United States and Brazil.

Brought to you by the Office of General Counsel Law Library

The OGC Law Library has temporarily ceased operation of their in-person reference desk, but service is
still available virtually.
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If you need reference assistance, please contact the OGC Law Library via Ask a Librarian,
hitus Auseps servicenowservices comdiaal or via ggclibra SO, GOV,

James H. Jenkins

Headquarters OGC Law Librarian

Contractor-ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS)
oachibrary@ena.qoy

(202)-564-3971

EPA Library Support During COVID-19 Pandemic

Tell us how we're doing - rate our customer service!
N e survevmonkey comisiepalibsumnve

James H. Jenkins

Headquarters OGC Law Librarian

Contractor-ASRC Federal Professional Services (AFPS)
onclibrary@ens gov

(202)-564-3971

EPA Library Support During COVID-19 Pandemic

Tell us how we're doing - rate our customer service!
hitp /fwww.surveymonkey.com/s/epalibsurvey

ED_006750_00000433-00017



EPA-2020-004264

Message

From: EPA Office of Public Affairs [epa@Bulletinintelligence.com]
Sent: 2/22/2022 12:02:10 PM

To: Bulletin Intelligence [epa@bulletinintelligence.com]
Subject: EPA Daily News Clips for Tuesday, February 22, 2022

Click to access mobile-optimized online version, including downlcad options and an audio reader.

prodlicety [E §§
wign

Daily News Clips: Brougnt to you by the Office of Public Afiairs

February 22, 2022

Access

Please note that not all resources are subscribed to and not all will be accessible. To access full
articles, being on the VPN will enable you 1o access the resources that the ERA National Library
Network subscribes to {including Inside EPA, E&E News, some Bloomberg content, eic.) The Library
alse subscribes to the New York Times through the ProQuest platform (this link). While the Library doss
not subscribe fo the Washingion Post, EPA employees may subscribe via their epa.gov email address.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this report, please visil:
hitps Jepa. bulletinintelligence.comfsubsceribe and enter vour EPA email address.

Today's Table of Contents

Administrator

« City OF Chicage Denies Southside Recoycling Permil, (AF)
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inistrator

City Of Chicago Denies Southside Recycling Permit.

The AP (2/18, Hussein) reporis the city of Chicago denied Southside Recyoling a permit Friday, City
Health Commissioner Dr, Allison Arwady said in 8 lefier to the facility's owner, Ohio-based Reserve
Management Group, that the facility “proposes o undertake an inherently dangerous aclivity in a
vulnerable community area.” She added that the company did not show that it could comply with a
permit, EFPA Administrator Michas! 8. Regan said in a written statemernt, “This is what environmental
justice looks like: All levels of government working together {o protect vulnerable communities from
polution in their backyards.”

Also providing online reports are the The Guardian (GEBR) 2/18), Bloomberg Law (2/18), WGN.TY
Chicago (2/18), WLEB.TY Chicago (2/18), WTTW.TV Chicago (2/18), WEBEBM.TV Chicago (2/18),
Chicago Tribune (2/18, Hawthorne), Block Club Chicagoe (2/18), Recyeling Today (2/20), NBC News
(2/18), Recyeling Today (2/19), Earth Island Journal (2/21, Moore), Hlinols News Today (2/18),
MRDC (2/18), Reoyeling Today 3/18), Chicago Bun-Times (2/18), Cook County (1L} Record {2/18,
Bilyk), Courthouss News (2/18), Craly’s Chicago Business (L) (2/18), and WMAL-TY Chicago
(2/18). Broadoast coverage included WHMAG-TVER (2/19), WLS-TVER (2/10), WEBBM-TVER (2/18),
WON-TYES (2/18) and WFLD-TVES (2/18).

Regan Visits Detroit To Unveil Basement Protection Program, Talk About
GLRL
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WIBK-TY Detroit (2/18, Keliey) reported on its website that Detroit has been allocated $15 million from
American Rescue Act funds to help residents who are affecied by flooding during heavy rainfall. EPA
Administrator Michae! Regan came to the city Friday to introduce the Basement Backup Protection
Frogram. Regan said, “IV's expecited {o create over 3300 jobs. The program is putting people o work
installing devices that prevent sewer back up io protect health and safety of community”

The Detrolt News (2118, Thompson) reported Regan also held a press conference on the Greatl Lakes
Restoration Inliative at the Dossin Great Lakes museum on Belle isle. Regan said, "The long history of
indiscriminate dumping of poliuted discharges led to the degradation of fish and wildlife papulation and
threatenad the well-being of communilies along the (Detroit) River.”

WRHV.TY Detrolt (2/18, Winchester, Clarke), WIHY-TVYSS Delroit (2118, 514 pom. EST), and WJBK.TY
Datroit (2118, 10:25 p.m. EST) provided broadcast reports.

Power Plant bEmissions Rose In 2021.

E&E Publishing (2/18, Reilly) reported EPA data relessed Friday indicate sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide
and other emissions from power plants increased last vear, after a long-term downward trend. In the
Lower 48 states, carbon dioxide emissions rose 7% compared with 2020, and nitrogen oxides were up
8%. EPA Administrator Michae! Regan said in & statement, “I's olear our work is far from done, as we
deliver on our commitment 1o protect the health of evervone and especially those most vuinerable
among us.”

The City County Chserver (2/20) and Bloomberg BNA (2718, Hijazi) also reported.

Three More US Food Loss And Waste Champions Named.

Pro Food World (218, Smith) reported the USDA and EPA have named Danone North America,
Smithfield Foods, and Tyson Foods the latest US Food Loss and Waste 2030 Champions. The
companies have commitied {o reducing food waste by 50% by 2030, EPA Administrator Michasl 5.
Regan said, "EPA recognizes the important role that public and private parinerships play in order o
tackle our shared pollution challenges comprebensively, We are sxcited for our ongoing work with
governmaent partners and industry leaders, like the 2030 Champions, to prevent and reduce food waste
across the supply chain”

Opinion: EJ Needs Whole-Of-Government Approach.

Inan op-ad in The Hill (2/19), Shannon Dosemagen, Shutllleworth Foundation Fellow directing the Gpen
Environmental Datg Project in New Orleans, sald EFA Administrator Michae! Regan took the step
residents of Louisiana's so-called Cancer Alley have been asking for when he announced a $600,000
investment in air monitoring. However, “shiny, metallic monitoring objects — and the datg they collect —
are not silver bullets of ustice.” Dosamagen says we must address the “problematic reporting and
monitoring workfiows that have detracted from the mission of agencies ke EPA” She is "excited about a
whole-of-government approach 1o justice, and specifically to environmental justice for communities who
have doggedly worked toward it

Democrats Hope Infrastructure Projects’ Popularity Will Help Them Stay In
Office.

ED_006750_00000490-00004



EPA-2020-004264

E&E Publishing (2/18, Cahlink, Sobczyk) reported Congressional Democrats from around the country
are hoping that the popularity of infrastructure projects will help tham stay in office after midterm
glections. EFPA Administrator Michae! Regan, appearing in Obio on Thursday with President Biden and
Rep. Marcy Kaptur {D-0OH), said, "At the heart of this law is an understanding that protecting the
anvironment and the economy are not mutually exclusive, they actually go hand in hand.”

Backioiop &

Environmentalists, California Want Stronger EPA Aircraft PM Rule.

inside EFA (2/18) reporied, “Environmeantalists and California air reguiators are urging EPA o
significantly strengthen its proposed rule to cut particulate matter (PM) from aircraft engines, saying the
plan to align U.S. standards with imits adopted by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAD)
merely locks in the status quo and fails to improve air quality. “EPA should siop outsourcing” aircraft
amissions standards 1o ICAD, Angels Csondes and Bonnie Soriang, officials with the California Air
Resources Board {CARE), told the agency.. Feb. 17

Consent Decree Signed On WY Coal-Burning Power Plant.

E&E Publishing (2/18, Reilly) reporied, "Under an approach fouted by Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon (R},
a newly signed court consent decree would lock in PacifiCorp’s praviously announced plans to convert
two of the Jim Bridger power plants four coal-fired units to natural gas by 2024, rather than following an
EFA-approved plan {0 install new smissions controls. EFA spokesperson Lindsay Hamilton said in an
amail, “We are encouraged by this developmeant and Wyoming's and PacifiCorp’s agreement to include
these commitments” in a revised state implementation plan.

Back iolop &

Environmentalists Seeking Data Update At Superfund Site.

inside EPA (2/18) reportad, "Environmentalists are pressing EPA for updated fish consumption and
demographic data at a Department of Energy (DOE) Superfund site whare the Biden administration is
reconsidering a Trump-era cleanup decision, reiterating their calls for EFA o reverse the precedent-
setling decision in order 1o comply with its environmental justice (EJ) goals.”
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Backioiop &

EPA Working To Include Local Government Advice On BIL Implementation.

Inside ERA (2/18) reported, "EPA officials say they are working to include a range of advice from their
local government advisors on environmental justice, climate and other issues in upcoming guidance on
how to implement the bipartisan infrastructure law (BIL) but are grappling with how o ‘strike the right
balance’ whan addressing some of the advisors’ recommeandations. "Thanks for the really practical,
brass-tacks recommendations,” Assistant Administrator for Water Radhika Fox iold the Local
Government Advisory Committes {(LGAC) Feb. 177

Backioiop &

Experts Say Supreme Court Could Curtail EPA’s Authority To Fight Climate
Change.

PR (2/27, Grant) reports, "The U.S, Suprems Court is set to hear a case later this month that will look
at how the EPA regulates greenhouse gases.” The case, West Virginia v. ERA, "stems from rules
created by the Environmental Protection Agency during the Obama administration known as the Clean
Power Plan, which attempted to shit the electiicity sector away from coal-powered plants, and toward
cleaner energy sources.” Legal experts say the Supreme Cowrt could not only curtail the EPA's authority
in fighting climate change, but rein in other federal agencies as well,

Judge’s Ruling On Social Cost Of Carbon May Temporarily Upend
Numerous Agency Decisions.

The Washinglon Post (2/21, Joselow) reports that a February 11 ruling by “a Louisiana federal judgs”
that "bars the Biden administration from accounting for the real-world costs of climate change has
created temporary chaos at federal agencies, upsnding sverything from planned off and gas lease sales
o infrastructure spending.” The Justice Depariment “intends to appeal” the ruling, “but in the meantime,
the ruling could set off a scramble at federal agencies to redo their analyses of major decisions that
refied on the higher social cost of carbon,” according to Dominic J. Mancini, deputy administrator of the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs of the Office of Management and Budget,

SEC Considers Rules For Disclosing Greenhouse-Gas Emissions.

The Wall Street Journal (Request Arficle} (2/18, Eaglesham, Kiermnan) reportad on rules being
considerad by federal regulators that would require all public companies to disclose gresnhouse-gas
amissions, hut how that is {o be done and in what detail is still being discussed. The main guestions
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regard disclosure of emissions by a company’s suppliers and its customers making use of s products,
The Carbon Disclosure Project estimates that, on average, emissions from suppliers are over 11 times
as much as a company’s own amissions. Businessas have argued that they do not have sufficient data
o report all of these emissions, and the 8EC runs the risk of having its rules overturned if they are
deamed 0o burdensome or 1o go beyond I8 reguiatory authority.

Kerry: Geopolitical Tensions Could Hinder Global Climate Efforts.

The AP (2/18, Jordans) reported, "Geopolitical tensions, including the current crisis between Russia and
Ukraine, could hamper international efforts to curb global warming even as time (o tackle the problem is
running out, U.S. climate envoy John Kerry said Friday.” Speaking at the Munich Security Conference,
Kerry "warned that the rise in the cost of energy stoked by the orisis may make consumers and
governments wary of aking tough measures needed (0 reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”

Outgoing Deputy Climate Envoy Discusses Biden Administration’s Climate
Change Progress.

PR (2/21) correspondent Art Shapiro tatked with “outgoing deputy climate envoy Jonathan Pershing
about what the Biden adminisiration has accomplished on climate change so far” Parshing said: "Before
we came in, the analyses suggested that the temperature increase by the year 2100 was perhaps as
much as three degrees, twice where we should be. The most recent analyses done by the International
Ensrgy Agency suggest that with the current actions and commitmenis in place through 2050, we are al
about 1.8 degrees.”

Backiniop 4

Attorneys: Supreme Court Should Challenge EPA’s Overreach.

In an op-ad for The Hill (2/21), attornevs Frank Garrison and Faige Gilliard argue that “Federal
gxecutive branch agencies have the power to regulate only if Congress gives them dear authority, yet
agency bursaucrats often ignore the limits on their power and seek 1o alter laws in a way they believe is
right.”” Garrison and Gilliard contend that the Environmental Protection Agency “ig especially notorious
for overreach,” as it “routinely seeks to alter environmental laws and expand its power to regulate private
propery with no clear authority from Congress.” Garrison and Gilliard add that the EFA recantly has
*sought to remake the energy sector under the Clean Alr Act and to aggrandize its power under the
Clean Water Act to become a roving land-use planner — an authority the Constitution delegates to the
states.” They argue that the Suprems Court should challengs the ERA’s “expansive reading of these
statutes” when it hears “two cases over the next yvear addressing the limits of the agency’s authority”

Column: Federal Reserve Not The Right Place To Push Climate Change
Policy.
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I his column for Bloomberg (2/18), Kart W, Smith said that a justifiable objection 1o Sarah Bloom
Raskin's nomination {o the Fed “are her ideas about how to use the Fed to fight climate change.” He
said, “Using monetary policy 1o address climate change would jeopardize the bank’s ability to carry out
its mandate and threaten its independence,” as it “needs {o be able {o set monetary policy regardiess of
how it affects the current administration’s policy agenda or political fortunes.” Smith argued that “it would
be dangerous for the Fed to adopt policies biased against the fossil-fuel industry”

Opinion: US LNG Exports Should Be Encouraged, Not Banned.

In an op-ad for the Dallas Moming News (2/20), Western States and Tribal Nations President Andrew
Browning says US natural gas exports are a critical foreign policy tool for the Biden Administration, given
the Ukraine crisis and Europe’s reliance on Russian energy resources. Even so, there have been ‘recent
calls from Washington 1o ban exports of LNG, liquefied natural gas, one from a manufacturing trads
group and one from 10 senators mainly from New England.” These groups characterize the policy as
protecting “Amaerican consumers from high prices by preventing LLS. energy companies from seeking
more lucrative overseas markets.” But such bans underming investmant in energy infrastructure, leading
consumers to suffer even more. Browning adds, "Exports are the way forward. The foreign control of ol
supply that made energy export bans appear sensible 1o protect consumers in 1975 from expensive
gasoline no longer apply.”

Back iolop &

ssues

Environmental Rules Deal New Blow To US Natural Gas Pipelines.

The Financial Times (2/21) reports, “The prospects for new fossit fuel infrastructure in the US have
gone from bad to worse after reguiators beefed up environmental requirements. ™

Florida Legislators Consider Bill That Would Reduce Rooftop Solar
Subsidies.

The Hill (2118, Udasin) reported, A Republican-backed proposal 1o slash rooftop solar subsidies is
advancing through Florida's legislature - deepening divides between supporters of the industry and the
Sunshine State's largest utility.” The proposal ‘would mandate changes to Florida's ‘nat metering'
system: raductions to the payvbacks that rooftop solar customers receive for the excess power they
generate and the possibility of grid connection fees.”

Texas Led The US Last Year In New Renewable Energy.

CHBC (2/18, Newburgen) reported that Texas added more renewable power in 20271 than any other
state in the US. It also "surpassed cther states in the amount of storage it has under construction or in
advanced development, reaching nearly 20,000 megawalls, followed by California at nearly 14,000
megawatts.” Across the country, 27,773 megawalls of wind, solar and energy storage” was installed last
yaar, "down 3% from the previous year, according to the American Clean Power Agsociation report”
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American Clean Power Association CEQ Heather Zichal said, "Surpassing over 200 gigawaltls of clean
energy is a8 significant milestone for the United States and shows that we can achieve even more with
strong public policy support for the industry.”

Editorial: Texas Conservatives Should Not Turn Against Renewable Energy. A Dallas
Morning News (2/20) editorial argues that congervatives in Texas should not turn against renewable
gnergy. 1he Morning News says Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R} “got us started down this road whan he
decidaed, incorrectly, to blame wind and solar energy for the electricity supply problem during the 2021
winter storm.” Now some are even “want to take steps that would all but disable” new renawable energy
projects. Instead, "A smarter approach for conservatives is to recognize the snormous value the wind
industry provides to Texas and then turn to addressing the lack of investment in thermal production ~
especially natural gas power planis.”

Occidental Planning Wells Near Residential Plots In Firestone, CO.

Reuters (2/18, Hampton) reported Occidental Peiroleum is "proposing to drill new oll and gas wells less
than 800 feet away (244 meters) away from some residential developmentis, using g provision in new
state regulations put in place afer a fatal gas leak.” Although rules approved in 2020 require off and gas
operators to “put new wells at least 2,000 fee! (610 meters) from residences,” provisions allow operators
o “drill closer as long as they implement additional protections for public health, safely, welfare, wildlife
and the environment.” Occidental’s proposed developmant in Firestone is “among the first to seek lo
work within the 2,000-foot boundary.” Regulators are set o rule on the proposal March 10.

Dozens Of Gas Projects Subject To FERC’s New Climate Policy.

Bloomberg (2/18, Freitas, Moore) reported Tellurian’s Driftwood LNG and Equitrans Midstream’s
Mourtain Valley Pipeline “are among dozens of proposed natural gas projects set to face new sorutingy
after U5 reguiators tightened their oriteria for approvals.” Nearly 13 billion cubic feet of new gas
capacily “may be subject 1o the policy changes by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC),
which will now put more emphasis on the environmental impacts of proposed projects, as well as
gxaming the demand for and intended uses of the gas being shipped.” The new standards “will apply to
pending and future projects, including the $8.2 billion Mountain Valley Pipeline and the Spire STL
Pipeling, both of which have faced considerable legal challenges.”

Maturad Gas Intelligence (2/18, Davis) reportad, ‘Revamped policies that would guide FERC’s review of
natural gas and liguefied natural gas infrastructure, as well as interim guidance for greenhouse gas
{GHG) emissions, ars likely 1o create more uncertainty and lengthier reviews, critics said.” Commissioner
Allison Clements said there is "nothing remarkable, and certainly not radical, in taking environmental
considerations into account while determining the public interest.” SHill, "maior natural gas industry
groups slammed the policies, as did several GOP legislators.” Interstate Natural Gas Associglion of
America (INGAAY CEO Amy Andryszak said the policy statements “replace the bipartisan and
unanimous decision reached by the Commission in 1898.7 Andryszak said they also “call into question
the durabilily of FERC’s cerificate policy review framework and add additional uncertainty to the already
complex natural gas pipeline permitling process.”

Methane Cloud Over Florida Linked To Pipeline Maintenance.
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Bloomberg (2/18) reported the Florida Department of Environmental protaction said Friday that a large
methane cloud spotted over Florida earlier this month was causead by a planned release from a natural
gas pipeline operated by Florida Gas Transmission, a joint venture of Kinder Morgan and Eneargy
Transfer, Energy Transfer said in a statement that it was “performing some scheduled work on our
pipeling at that time.” The company “declined o say how much natural gas i released, or if it employed
any mitigation approaches that can significantly reduce releases during maintenance.”

Environmentalists Voice Opposition To Oil Drilling’s Return Offshore CA’s
Central Coast.

SFGate (CAY (2/18, Prdgen) reported community members in and around Santa Barbara, California are
yoicing opposition (o plans for a restart of ol production offshore the state’s Central Coast
Environmental Defense Center Chief Counsel Linda Krop “says ExxonbMobil's plan (o have offshore
platforms up and running again will find s way to the Coastal Commission and likely into court after
that” The group and local allies are currently fighting plans that would allow offshore il to be
fransported by ruck once onshore, as a 2015 pipeline spill put an end o conventional midstream
aperations in the region, But Krop said that even should the ol rucking proposal fall, further efforts at od
industry development could proceed.

Researchers Say Transitioning To Renewables Would Improve US Power
Grid Reliability.

The Washington Post (2720, Patel) reported a research team led by Stanford University Professor Civil
and Environmenial Engineering Mark Jacobson said in a8 recent study that transitioning o 100%
renawable energy across the US could improve reliability and help prevent blackouts by reducing energy
demand. The study “showed a switch 1o renswables would also lower energy requiremenis, reduce
consumaear costs, create millions of new jobs and improve people’s health.” In the study, “Jacobson and
colleagues showed how to mest energy demands every 30 saconds across the United States with no
blackouts in & greener, more populated nation in 2050 and 2051 The team Sound the actual energy
demand decreased significantly by simply shifting to renewable resources, which are more efficient”

Texas Residents Installing Solar Power Microgrids To Improve Reliability
During Severe Weather.

The Houston Chronicle (2/18, Webb) reported thousands of Texas residents have installed microgrids
powerad by home solar panels and battery storage since last February’s winter storm. Solar Energy
Industries Association President Abigail Hopper said in a statement that rising demand from residents
after the storm put pressure on solar installers 1o keep pace with demand. The race "o buy new rooftop
panels has slowed some, she said, bul Texas remains among the top three states for new installations.”
Hopper said, 1 think as more and more Amaericans really struggle with the impact of severe weather ~
averything from fires, the cold, hurricanes, droughis — and see the impacts on power and power outages,
you're going to continue 1o see folks looking for resiliency.”

Clean Energy Fuels Corp Switches Methane Biofuel Source.

The Hill (2/21, Udasin, Elbein) reports in its Equilibrium newsletier that the California-based Clean
Energy Fuels Corp “is giving s profit margins some gas —~ by swilching its fusl source from landfill-
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derived methane emissions 10 a chamically identical byproduct of cattle excrement.” Through its
decision, the company “succeeded in boosting its eamings by millions of dollars overnight, The Wall
Street Journal reported.” The Hill reports, “California’s clean-fuels ranking system grants cow manure a
betler score and higher subsidies than gas from garbage, according o the Jourmnal”

The Hydrogen Market’s Growing Credibility.

The Financial Times (2/21, Tet, Talman, Edgeciiffe-dohnson) reports, “When journalists wrile about
other journalists, it often smacks of navel gazing — and is thus best avoided. However, this week | am
breaking..”

Marathon’s Garyville, LA Refinery Catches Fire Monday.

Bloomberg (2/21, Powell) reports Marathon Pelroleunys Garyville, Louisiana refinery “exploded into
flames on Monday, threatening o crimp fuel supplies and raise pump prices al & time of already rampant
inflation.” The fire, which began around $:30 am. CBT, injured five. It was “declared extinguished about
4 12 hours later.” The incident “occurred in a hydrocracker, according 1o a person familiar with the
operation, a crucial price of equipment that breaks heavy petroleum molecules down into lighter products
such as dissel” If damage is “significant enough o halt production at the Garyville complex, regional fusl
supplies may be stretched.” NBC News (2/21) reports that in addition o fuels, the Garyville refinery
‘produces asphalt, petroleum coke and feedstocks to make plastics”

Backiniop 4

nvironmental Justice

Biden Administration EJ Tool Will Be Race-Blind.

The AP (2/21, Costley) reports the Biden Administration released a scresening tool Friday to help identify
disadvantaged communities that have environmental justice issues, but race will not be considerad in it
Officials said that move makes it less likely that the ool will face legal challenges. Environmentalists and
EJ advocates have strongly criticized the move,

inzide EPA (2/18) reported, "The White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) has released il
long-awaited tool to help federal agencies identify disadvantaged communities eligible for billions of
doliars in funding under the administration’'s environmental justice (EJ) Justice4( initiative. While the ool
includes a serles of environmenial, sconomic and other meirics for determining whether communities
that are overburdened by poliution and face other disadvaniages are eligible for funds under Justiced,
the current version of the tool does not include race as a factor”

Inside ERA (2/18) reported, "Environmental justice (EJ4) advocates are strongly opposing the Biden
administration’s decision to exclude race from its newly released screening ool for allocating
infrastructure and other funds {0 overburdened communitias, charging it is a political rather than a
scientific decision that also abandons core volers who were critical to President Joe Biden's election. EJ
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advocates say that by dropping race from the screening tool, minornity communities will cerfainly be
overiooked.”

Also reporting were the Washington Post (2/18, Fears), The Hill (2/158, Budryk), Bloomberg BNA
(2/18), the Richmond {(VA) Times-Dispatch (2/18), EEE Publishing (2/18, Chemnick), and ONN (218,
Nilsen).

Back v top &

nforcement

No Easy Fix In PA’s Groundwater Pollution Case Against Cabot Oil & Gas.

The AP (2/18, Rubinkam) reports Pennsylvania’s ongoing criminal case against shale drillers in central
Pennsylvania has “entered a difficull new phase as prosecutors pursue orimingal charges against the
state’s most prolific gas driller - and push for a setllement they say could vield more significant benefits
for homeowners than a conviction.” The state is pushing for the driller, Cabot Gil & Gas, to pay for
individual water treatment systems for area residents dealing with watsr poliution in private wells. But
this has put prosecutors “at odds with some residents who reject individual water treatment systems as
inadequate and unworkable.” These residents "want to be hooked up to public water — iiself a
controversial idea in their rural community, one that state environmental officials talked up more than a
decade ago but ultimately abandoned under legal threat from the driller and local officials”

Back iolop &

EPA Hiring New Employees To Support Implementation Of Infrastructure
Law.

E&E Publishing (2/18, Bogardus) reported EPA Deputy Administrator Janet MceCabe sald in an intemnal
agency email Thursday that the agency is working o hire more than a thousand employees o support
the implementation of the new infrastructure law, McCabe said, “While there are many accomplishments
o celebrate, this is a monumental undertaking that is asking a lot of our team.” She added, "One of my
fop priorities is moving quickly to hire 1,000+ highly-qualified team members across the agenoy. ... We
are making good progress with more than 150 new team members already in the pipeline.”

Backinton 4
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Toxics

EPA Releases New Federal Purchasing Framework.

Inside EFA (2/18) reported, "EPA has released a new framework for environmentally friendly federal
purchasing that tightens limits on per- and polvfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) as part of a recent
axecutive order focused on government-wide sustainability ~ creating what one attorney calls a
*nowerful motivator” for industry to remove PFAS from a host of products. The agency’s Feb. 4 guidance
updates a slate of existing resources dasigned to aid federal purchasers in selecting products that mest
federal goals for chemical safety, climate emissions and other” standards.

Environmentalists Want Stronger RMP After NC Plant Fire.

Inside EPA (2/18) reported, "Environmentalists are renewing long-standing calls for EPA o expand its
risk management plan (RMP) chemical facility safety rule to include ammonium nitrate, the main
ingredient in fedilizer, arguing that a recent fire at a North Caroling fertilizer plant serves as a ‘'wake up
call’ for the need o bolster protections against future disasterg.”

Back v top &

ter

EPA OIG Looking At Benton Harbor Water Crisis Response.

The AP (2/18, Flesher) reported the EFA Office of the Inspector General will investigate announced
Friday it will investigate the agency’s response 1o the drinking waler crisis in Benton Harbor, MiL OIG
official Michas! Davis said in a nolice o EPA Region § Administrator Debra Shore and EPA Assistant
Administrator for the Gifice of Water Radhika Fox, "The anticipated benefits of this audit are to determine
if the EPA can improve the speed al which public health protections are delivered to communities facing
imminent and substantial public health risks.”

Also reporting were EEE Publishing (2/18, Northey), the Detrolf Free Fress (2/18), Crain’s Detrolt
Business (2/271), the Detrolt News (2/21), Bridge Magazine (M) (2/21), and The Hill 2/18, Budryk).

EPA Gives Account Of Activities In Benton Harbor, Water Filter Study
Results Coming Soon.

The 8t Joseph (MD Herasld Palladium 2/18, Wrage) reported results of the EPA study on the
gffectivensss of the water filters provided o Benton Harbor residents to combat lead contamination will
be available by the end of the month EPA strategic communications coordinator Taylor Gillespie said in
an email. The EPA also released a statement Wednesday detailing the steps it was taking in response o
the origis in answer 1o a petlition filed by local advocates in September. EPA Region 5 Administrator
Debra Shore told the newspaper in December that preliminary resulls showed the waler filters were
gffective when installed and maintained correctly.
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UWITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHAIRMAN

August 2, 2017

Harold Cuthair, Chairman
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
P.O. Box 248

Towaoc, CO 81334-0248

Dear Chairman Cuthair;

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your
July 6, 2017, letter requesting government-to-government consultation, in order for the NRC to
fully understand your concerns regarding the relicensing of the White Mesa Uranium Mill located
south of Blanding, Utah.

The NRC Policy is to consult on a government-to-government basis with Tribal
governments as soon as practicable on NRC regulatory actions with Tribal implications;
however, the State of Utah has entered into an Agreement with the NRC under Section 274 of
the Atomic Energy Act to, among other things, assume regulatory authority for activities related
to uranium and thorium milling (also known as uranium recovery). As such, regulatory authority
for relicensing of the White Mesa Uranium Mill rests with the State of Utah and not the NRC.
Because the State of Utah is the cognizant regulatory authority for these activities, the NRC
cannot consult on this matter. Therefore, if you have concerns regarding the licensee for the
White Mesa Uranium Mill, please contact the State directly.’

However, if your concerns relate to the State’s program for relicensing, the NRC has an
Agreement State performance concerns process? that ensures that concerns involving
Agreement State programs and employees are properly and expeditiously addressed. The
NRC welcomes the opportunity to communicate with the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe through this
process to fully understand any concerns you may have about the Agreement State’s
programmatic activities related to the relicensing of the White Mesa Mill. The NRC staff is
committed to working closely with you to ensure that your concerns are appropriately
addressed.

' The process for contacting an Agreement State regarding concerns involving the violation of requirements and
wrongdoing by individuals or organizations involving an area for which an Agreement State has assumed regulatory
authority is described on the NRC's public Web site at hitps://scp.nre.goviallegations. htmi.

¢ The process for reporting concemns involving Agreement State programs and employees is described on the NRC's
public Web site at hilps://scp.nre.goviprocedures/sad00 finpdf,
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We recognize that you addressed your letter to the Department of the Interior and the
Environmental Protection Agency, as well as the NRC. This response reflects solely the NRC'’s
role and jurisdiction related to the relicensing of the White Mesa Uranium Mill. In addition to this
letter, Stuart Easson from the NRC’s Tribal Liaison staff will be contacting you so that we can
learn more about your concerns. Please feel free to contact Stuart, via phone (301) 415-5134,
or e-mail at Stuart. Easson@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

Kristine L. Svinicki

cc: The Honorable Orrin Hatch
The Honorable Mike Lee
Mr. Scott Anderson
Ms. Shirlee Silversmith
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